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A Letter to the right reverend the'Lord Bifbop of Carlifle, contain 
ing a few Remarks on fome Paffages of his Lordfbip’s Pamphlet, in- 
titled, ** Confiderations on the Propriety of requiring a Subjcription 
to Articles of Faith.’ 8vo. 1s. Johnfon. 


HE learned author of this Letter introduces his Remarks 
with encomiunis on his lordfhip’s literary abilities, mo- 
deration, and candor. He fuggeits fome arguments againft all 
fubfcriptions to human articles of faith, and points out fome 
particular objections to the articles of the church of England. 
He maintains, that an affent and confent to every thing con- 
tained in our Liturgy, is a grievous impofition ; and that no 
man, with a good confcience, can make ufe of prayers, formed’ 
on a plan, which he thinks ‘ contrary to the gofpel.? He 
then endeavours to fhew, that it is. incumbent on thofe di- 
vines, whofe ideas of fcripture do not perfealy coincide with 
the doctrines inculcated in our eftablifhed forms, to refign their 
preferments, and unite in focieties, ‘ where divine worfhip may 
be conduéted in a manner more agreeable to reafon and 
{cripture.’ 

‘ This, he fays, .will be a convincing proof to the world, 
that they believe the objeGions they make, to be of an import- 
ant and interefting nature”, 

On this paflage it may be obferved, that a learned and neod 
man may fee fome blemifhes and imperfeétions in the church, 
without thinking himfelf under a neceflity of retiring, and rer. 
nouncing her communion. 

He may poflibly confider the dodrines in difpute as points. of 
mere fpeculation, of which it is impoffible to form a com- 
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plete and adequate idea ; or if he conceives, that his notions 
are agreeable to the cleareft deductions of reafon, he may 
choofe to avoid a hafty determination, or an abfolute feceffion 
from the eftablifhed church, on principles of modefty and mo- 
deration, on a full perfuafion, that perfeGion is not to be ex- 
pected in any human fociety ; that in a more enlightened ftate 
_the moft perfe& wifdom of man may be looked upon as folly, 
and a!l our abftra@ed notions and learned difquifitions on 
points of theclogy, which polemical writers determine with an 
air of arrogance and felf.fufficiency, may appear as vain and 
inconfiftent, as the illufions of a fick man’s dream. 

There is a paffage in the works of the celebrated Mr. Boyle, 
which deferves the attention of all enquirers after truth of every 
kind. 

** You will wonder, fays he, that in almoft every one of 
thefe eflays, I fhould ufe fo often perhaps, it feems, ’tis not im- 
probable, as arguing a diffidence of the truth of the opinions I 
incline to, and that I fhould be” fo fhy of laying down prin- 
ciples, and fometimes of fo much as venturing at explications, 
But I muft freely confefs, that having met with many things, 
of which I could give myfelf no one probable caufe, and fome 
things, of which feverai caufes may be affigned, fo differing, 
as not to agree in any thing, unlefs in their being all of them 
probable enough, I have often found fuch difficulties in fearch- 
ing into the caufes and manner of things, and F am fo fenfible 
of my own difability to furmount thofe difficulties, that I dare 
fpeak confidently and pofitively of very few things, except mat- 
ters of fact. And when I venture to deliver any thing by way 
of opinion, I fhould, if it were not for mere fhame, fpesk yet 
more diffidently than I have been wont to do. Nor have my 
thoughts been altogether idle in forming notions, and attempt- 
ing to devife hypothefes. But I have hitherto, though not al- 
ways, yet not unfrequently, found, that what pleafed me for 
a while, was foon after difgraced by fome-farther or new exe 
periment. And indeed I have the lefs envied many (for I fay 
not all) of thofe writers, who have taken upon them to deliver 
the caufes of things, and explicate the myfteries of nature, 
fince I have had the opportunity to obferve bow many of their 
doGtrines, having been for awhile applauded and even admired, bave 
afterwards been confuted by fome new phenomenon in nature, which 
was either unknown to fuch writers, or not fufficiently confidered by 
them *,” 





* Proemial Effay, vol. i. p. 307. edit. 1762. / 
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If this great philofopher proceeded with fo much diffidence? 
when he was delivering the refult of his ftudies in a fcience, 
wherein, by the united confeffion of the whole world, he fo 
eminently excelled, every wife man will be extremely cautious 
in matters of much greater difficulty and importance, the de- 
termination of queftions relative to the Deity, the demolition 
of eftablifhments, and the inftitution of new modes of 
worfhip. 

If the church, of which he is a member, admits of no fu- 
perftitious or ridiculous rites; if it encourages no licentiouf- 
nefs ; if it requires no practices, but tuch as are conformable 
to his moft refined ideas of moral virtue, he may be very well 
fatisfied with his ftation, till that which is ~perfect is come, and 
that which is defefive foall be done away. 

‘ The refignation of thefe divines, continues our author, 
will be a noble proof of their zeal for pure chriftianity, if they 
will make fo great a facrifice, as an evidence of their fincere 
attachment to it.’ 

Refignation, we beg leave to obferve, is no fuch 
proof. Many Chriftians, in the days of perfecution, fuffered 
martyrdom on account of their religion ; the greateft,part, ne 
doubt, on a principle of confcience, and out of a perfect fenfe 
of their duty; but fome, it is poffible, might be prompted to 
facrifice their lives to their obftinacy or their vain glory; for, 
as a facred writer has remarked, we may give the body to be 
burned, and yet be deftitute of the moft effential principle of 
Chriftianity. 

The author, fpeaking of our reformers, obferves, * that 
many of them forfook every dear and valuable connedtion in 
their native land, and that others patiently underwent the fiery 
trial, rather than countenance what their judgements led 
them to difapprove, though eftablifhed by the greateft au- 
- thority.’ 

This we admit as a fa&; but the argument deduced from 
fuch examples is of no weight, There is a wide difference be- 
tween the ftate of our reformers, and the clergy of the church . 
of England in the prefent age. When our reformers futtered 
at the ftake, the proteftant caufe was defperate. They had 
neither power nor intereft to moderate or refilt the fanguinary 
zeal of their enemies. They had no profpeét of a reform- 
ation, and they nobly difdained to fhelter themfelves in the 
bofom of a moft corrupt, immoral, and abandoned church. 
They who believed, that Providence might poflibly interpofe 
in their fayour, wifely retired, in compliance with eur Lord’s 
prudential advice: ‘* When they perfecute you in one city, flee 
into another.” 
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But we live in happier times; we are members of a reli 
gious community, which is favourable to the moft exalted at- 
tainments in virtue and piety; and have no room to doubt, 
but that every reafonable obje&tion will in time be confidered 
and removed. In this cafe, a hafty feparation would betray a 
degree of impatience and intemperate zeal on one fide; and 
would naturally produce animofities on the other, as it would 
indicate a contempt of the fociety, which we think it necef- 
fary to relinquifh. 

Cranmer (asa French hiftorian * has obferved) who was 2 
fincere and moderate proteftant, and an enemy to all violence, 
was convinced, that a change, without danger, could only be 
brought about by flow degrees, and that it was neceffary to lead 
the people fep dy rep to the point at which they aimed; that 
befides, as the enthufiafm of the reformed would naturally 
‘grow .weaker by time, they ought to obferve a medium be- 
tween both extremes, and not to pufh too far a reformation, 
which it was of fuch importance to render folid and durable. 

But above all, it fhould be confidered, that our reformers 
did not forfake the church of Rome on account of any thing, 
which is a ftumbling-block to our prefent feceders. So far 
from it, they ftrenuoufly fupported rHose veRY DOCTRINES, 
which are retained in the church, and which we are now re- 
quired to abolifh! Their cafe and ours are therefore by no 
means parallel, and fhould never be placed in competition, 
till the church of England is as corrupt as the church of 
Rome. 

‘ But, fays our author, a refignation would by no means 
oblige you to remit in your endeavours, as to obtaining an 
amendment.’ 

Does this writer know any thing of the world? If he does, he 
muit be fenfible, that from the moment a man defcends into 
ob{curity, his opinion is either totally difregarded, or received 
with indifference.. If he would with to fucceed in any point of 
confequence, he muft maintain his importance. Men in power 
will hardly be inclined to attend to the remonftrances, or re- 
ceive the advice and afiiftance of diflenting vicars, or non-con- 
forming bifhops. : : 

© Befides, if it is the duty of. one, it is the duty of all 
confcientious clergymen, who fee the imperfeQions of our 
eftablifhmenr, to feparate from the church. Let us now 
fuppofe, that this were to take effet, what would be the con- 
fequence ?—The church would be-deferted by her beft and 
ableft proteftors in the hour of diftrefs. Thefe excellent men 
would fink into infignificance ; their places would be filled by 





* Abbé Milot. 
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thofe, who, on our author’s hypothefis, would have no regard 
either for conicience or genuine Chriftianity ; no abilities, or 
no inclination to alter our exceptionable forms upon the plan, 
which he propofes. 

* Your lordfhip (fays he to the bifhop of Carlifle) or any 
other clergyman may open a place of worfhip in any part of 
England, as Mr. Lindfey has done in London. 

Here we cannot forbear admiring the Quixotifm of this 
writer. Five thoufand learned and confcientious clergymen, it 
is true, may open five thoufand places of worfhip; they may 
model their liturgies as they pleafe, and take infinite. pains to 
bring their hearers to a right way of thinking, but by what 
expedient, in the mean time, would they fubfift? In opulent 
cities, perhaps fifty out of thefe five thoufand would be de- 
cently fupported: the reft, having no /ega/ maintainance, no 
eftablifhment to prote& them, would be ftarved. The ardor of 
thefe venerable non-conformifts would abate, and their pious 
project ‘would be foon abandoned, 

‘ It appears, fays our author, very clear and evident, that 
Nebuchadnezzar had as much right to fet up a golden image, 
and command all his fubjeéts to worfhip, as any governors 
whatever, even of the- Chriftian religion, have to make ar- 
ticles of faith, and eftablifh modes of worfhip, for which they 
have no warrant in holy writ, and then punifh men in any re- 
fpeé for refufing a compliance .. . Was [were] I forced either 
to bow down and worfhip a golden i image (whether it was de- 
figned to reprefent fome deity, or the chief magiftrate himfelf) 
or to declare in a Chriftian congregation my unfeigned affent to 
the thirty-nine Articles of the church of England, I teally be- 
lieve I fhould prefer doing the former, if the weaknefs of hu- 
rant nature fhould prevent me from facrificing my life to my 

uty.” 

On this paffage, and the cafe at large, we fhall fubjoin the 
fentiments of a learned friend, comprifed in the following 
queries. 

“* Does not this very clearly ftrike at all religious eftablifh- 
ments as fuch ? and yet is not fomething of that kind neceflary 
to keep up the very face of religion amongft us? Do not all 
fuch eftablifhments imply public liturgies, and thefe again in- 
clude feveral particulars, not exprefsly delivered in holy Scrip- 
ture, and in that fenfe ‘ warranted’ by it, any farther than 
the command, xzot to forfake the affimbling of ourfelves together, 
muft fuppofe fome ftated forms of worfhip in that afembly ? Or 
will no lefs authority for fuch public fervice fatisfy us, than 
that every part of it be made up of fcripture terms, and con- 
tained, totidem verbis, in the Bible ?” 
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Well then: here is a perfon originally entered into one of 
thefe communities, the church of England, for inftance ; but 
by his progrefs in religious knowledge he deteéts feveral errors 
in its fyftem, and inconveniencies in its ritual ; moft of which 
having crept in by length of time, and the ignorance of fome 
former ages, are fill fuffered to remain, like flaws in an ancient 
fabric, for want of fuch occafional repairs, as every human 
edifice or inftitation will require: what is now to be done in 
the cafe? Malt he forthwith quit his ftation in fuch eftablifh- 
ment, and go about the world in queft of fome other, that is, 
as he thinks, on the whole, more pure and perfe&t? To dif 
cover this, and determine on the point with precifion, will 
perhaps prove no very eafy tafk; and if upon a ftill ftrier 
Scrutiny he continues {crupling to join with any one, that does 
not appear to be abfolutely free from imperfection, | fear, that, 
as the apoftle intimates in a fimilar cafe, Le mu/t needs go out of 
the world, 

Or, fecondly, fhall he try to make the beft of our prefent 
forms, and reap the benefit of all that is truly excellent and 
unexceptionable in them ? While in return for fuch a benefit 
he is labouring to procure fome amendment in other parts of 
our ecclefiaftical conftitution, and’ paving the way for a more 
uniform and perfe& reformation, whenever our governors, with- 
out whofe concurrence we can do nothing, fhall be well dif- 
pofed towards it: to obtain whith favourable difpofition no 
human means feem more effectual, than fuch a patient and 
perfevering moderation ; while be is all along promoting and 
encouraging a fober fpirit of enquiry, founded upon the juft 
rights of confcience, a true Chriftian policy, and mutual to- 
leration, and becomes equally folicitous to fecure the no lefs 
facred principles of unity and public order in the bond of 

eace. j 

. Or, laftly, fhall he leave this whole matter to the direftion 
of fome perfons, in whom he may place a confidence, .and who 
will undertake to conduét his devotions for him, either by fome 
ptivate forms of their own compofition, or by the more eafy, 
but not more edifying method of extempore effufions? 

. Amongft thefe feveral ways of catrying on this great work, 
is it not, at leaft, a poffible fuppofition, that the fecond of 
them may be, in fome cafes, fafely adopted ? And therefore is 
it not begging the quettion to affirm, that fuch a compliance 
with what he cannot wholly approve, ‘is always doing evil 
that good may come,’ when in truth of two neceffary evils, 
this is only choofing the lefs? Nor is there occafion for any 
other’ ‘ facrifice,” befide that of a man’s prejudices, paffions, or 


partial mee. | to O aiake § an honeft determination, 
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After all, I am very far from intending to caft any refleAion 
on thofe good and worthy,men, who have found themfelves 
obliged to give up every thing in this world by purfuing a dif- 
ferent courfe : and heartily with, that every one, who is fe- 
rioufly engaged in fuch a deliberation, would endeavour to dif- 
charge his duty faithfully, with care and diligence, equal to 
the importance of the fubje&, and the difficulties which attend 
it; andthat all others, who are /irong in ihe faith, and agreed 
upon the aiode of profeffing it, as weil as of performing every 
part of their public worfhip, inftead of cenfuring and condemn- 
ing all other modes, or cafting a ftumbling block in the way 
of any weak brother to difcourage and diftrefs him, may ra- 
ther lend their charitable affiftance towards the lightening of 
his burthen, and removing fome of his doubts and difficulties, 
by allowing him the fame perfe& liberty of judging here for 
himfelf, and a&ting in purfuance of fuch judgement, that they 
themfelves expe& in other points of confcienre, few of which 
may pethaps now a days either want it {6 much, or prove fo well 
deferving of it.” 





ae 


A Differtation upon the controverted Paffages in St. Peter and St 
~ Jude concerning the Angels, that finned, and who kept not their 
jirft Eftate. By Samuel Henley. 8v0. 21. Johnfon. 


PY 'HIS Differtation is a very ingenious attempt to explain 
the two following paflages, which have occafioned many 
laborious enquiries, and many curious {peculations. 


«s If God fpared not the angels, that finned, but caft them 

down to hell, and delivered them mto chains of darknefs, tobe 
referved unto judgement :—And turning the cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah into afhes, condemned them with an overthrow, 
making them an example anto thofe, that after fhould live un- 
godly.”’ 2 Pet. ii. 4, 6. 
“ 66 The angels, which kept not their firft eftate, but left their 
own habitation, he hath referved in everlafting chains under 
darknefs, unto the judgement of the greatday. Even as Sodom 
and Gomorrah, and the cities about them, in like manner, give 
ing themfelves over to fornication, and going after ftraoge 
flefh, are fet forth for an example, fuffering the vengeance of 
eternal fire.” Jude v. 6, 7. : 


Writers unanimoufly apply thefe paflages to a fuppofed de- 
fe&tion of rebellious angels in heaven; but this author pro. 
pofes a new explication, making them allude to a rebellious 
people upon earth, 
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‘We learn, fays he, from thefe paffages, that there was for- 
mérly a people, who did not keep their eftate, and who forfook 
their habitation: that they were called angels; and for their 
difobedience condemned to Tartarus: and were to be preferved 
in chains and darknefs until the great day. The judgments ex- 
ecuted upon them were like thofe of Sodom and Gomorrah : and 
it is intimated that among other inflances of wickednefs they 
were guilty of the fame crimes, as the people of thofe cities. 
We have in the Mofaic hiftory an account given of the firft apo- 
 ftacy and rebellion upon earth; which was carried on by the 
fons of Chus, under their imperious leader Nimrod. And to 
thi: rebellion, and to this people, I imagine that the apoftles 
allude. The hiftory is of great confequence in the annals of the 
world ; and confifts of many interefting circumftances: each of 
which is fignificant ; and will be found to have been compleated 
in the perfons of whom I treat. They affumed to themfelves 
divine titles ; and were efteemed by their pofterity as-a fuperior 
order of beings. They did not preferve their eftate ; nor regard 
the rule. and government, under which they were placed: but 
revolted, and forfook their habitation. On this account they 
were reprefented as condemned to Tartarus; and there referved 
in chains and darknefs. ‘The apofties throughout keep up a 
comparifon between the apoftates of old, and thofe which were 
tiling in the church: and one great article is the defpifing of 
government,’ | 


Having given this general account of Nimrod and his af- 
fociates, the author proceeds to authenticate every circumftance 
of it, by quotations fiom the fcriptures and from heathen 
writers, founding his procefs upon Mr. Bryant’s.account © 
thefe tranfactions *, A 


Part of what that learned writer has advanced upon this fub 
je&t is as follows; ae 


—** Mankind for a long time lived under the mild rule of the 
great patriarch, Noah. When they multiplied; and were be- 
come very numerous, it pleafed God to allot to the various fa- 
milies different regions, to which they were to retire: and they 
accordingly in the days of Phaleg, did remove, and betake 
themfelves to their different departments. But the fons-of Chus 
would not obey. They went off under the condué of the arch- 
rebel Nimrod ; and feem to have been for along time in a rovin 
ftate, but at lait they arrived at the plainsof Shinar. Thefe they 
found occupied by. Affur and his fons: for he had been placed 
there by divine appointment. But they ejected him, and feized 
upon his dominions, which they fortified with cities, and laid 
the foundation of a great monarchy... Theirleader is often men- 
tioned by the gentile writers, who call him Belus; and he is 
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* Analyfis, vol, iii. p. 13. 
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unjverfally fpoken of as the builder of the tower called the towér 
of Belus and-of Babel. He was affifted in the building of it by 
his affociates, and it is exprefsly faid, that they ereéted it to 
prevent their being fcattered abroad *.'.. According to the gen- 
tile accounts, a large body of them were driven weitward, as far 
as Mauritania, to the extremities of the earth, and the fuppofed 
confines of Tartaras. Here they fettled under the names of the 
Titanians and Atlantians. Oppofite to them another body was 
faid to have taken up their refidence at Tartéffus, under the 
conduct of Gyges + who was alfo a Titanian from Chaldea.” 


In a treatife of Philo, fays our author, there is an account 
of thefe tranfa@ions, which confirms the fummary Mr. Bryant 
has here given us of this remarkable hiftory; and, at the fame 
time, illuftrates the words of the apofile. This writer relates, 
‘s that the defcendants of Chus broke through the fubordi- 
nation, in which they had been placed, and deferted their own 
eftate; that they took up arms, and waged open and deter- 
mined war againft thofe, who were at enmity with them; and 
that Nimrod, to whofe name the appellation of the revolter 
from hence became fynonymous, was the inftigator of this in- 
furreétion.” ‘Philo de Gigant. p. 272. 

The original habitation.of Nimrod and his followers, con- 
tinues our author, was under, the patriarch Noah; and the 
defertion of it the apoftle defcribes in thefe terms, “uN TNpHoa- 


" ras Thy EauTev aexny, ** not keeping their firft eftate.” If 


they had aéted as they were bound by every tie of duty and al- 
legiance, they would have waitéd for the general migration, 
which they feem to have anticipated; and they would then, 
according to the divine appointment f, have departed to thofe 
regions, which were occupied by the Mizraim, Lubim, and 
other fons of Ham. But they refufed to fubmit to the divine 
decree, and difregarded 70 sd\sov osxuTuptov, the place to which 
they had been deftined. 

The perfons mentioned by the two. apoftles are ftyled ay 
yeros, angels. This, Mr. Henley thinks, is a title, which 
will be found by no means to difagree with the hiftory given 
of Nimrod and his affociates. Angels are reprefented as hea+ 
venly beings, the minifters of God’s will, and the guardfans of 
mankind. Nimrod took upon himfelf the tiles of Alorus, Ti- 
tan, and Orion, which were facred names; and he gave out, 
as we learn from Berofus [Abydenus §] that he was appointed 
of God to be his minifter, and a guardian of his people. The 





* We omit the Mofaic account of this difperfion, quoted by Mr* 
Bryant, as the reader will find it, Gen. xi. 3, 7, 8, 9. 
_ + See Thallus ap. Theoph. ad Autol. ili. p. 339. 

t See Deut. xxxii. 7. Acts xvii. 2. § Euleb, Chron, p. s. 
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principal of his companions were in aftertimes reprefented ag 
fuperior to the race of man; and ftiled, yased ar, jusbeor, 
-aluvaror, Samsovec, the offipring of the fun, demi-gods, immortals 
and demons. . ‘ : | 


‘— The term gyydoc, an angel, is by the facred writers in- 
differently referred both to celeftial and infernal beings ; and 
even to men, when they were at any time thought to be mef- 
fengets of the divine will. This was the chara@er, which Nim- 
rod and his companions affumed : and it was confirmed to them 
by their ill-judging pofterity... Nimrod under the name of the 


“fir king of Babylon, Alorus, ‘¢ fpread abroad a report, that 


God had appointed him to be the fhepherd of his people *.” 
This is the very idea of a perfon ftiled 59 and ayysdo, by 
the facred writers. His being efteemed dau, a demon, after 
his death, confirmed it fill more; for Philo, an eminent Jewith 
author, who wrote in the time of the apoftles, pofitively affirms, 
that ‘< though fouls, demons, and angels, be different terms, 
yet in reality they are of one common import, and all belong to 
the fame perfons.” He moreover afierts, ‘* that thofe, whom 
others fliled demons were called angels by Mofes ;.”?° There 
is, in the book of Job, a beautiful allufion to Nimrod and 
his affaciates, in which the Seventy exprefsly denominate them 
angels: aaossiAoy ATTEAOTE opyn } /caitered angels, in wrath. 
Hence the term is in every refpect very properly applied by 
the apoiiles. | 

‘ The perfons, of whom Iam treating, were alfo looked up 
to as flars and conftellations, Nimrod in particular was ftiled 
§ Orion ; and at other times the Morning Star, and the Son of 
the Morning. We may learn from one of the Orphic hymns, 
that the demons and ftars wereefteemed thefame. = =~) 


|| Asgwr-ovgartav tego otras txorcoxaAuyat, 
Ev isgats Qwvasos xinrnonon Aasmovas ayece 


« "The titles above were kept up by moft of the ancient Chal- 
daic and Ethiopic race. ‘The Titanians of Mauritania are, in 
the Idne of Euripides, ftiled Asspes “Eomepos* and the daughters of 
Atlas in the fame country were referred to an afterifm in the hea- 
vens, and called the Pleiades: When Homer mentions the 
death of Antilochus, the fon of Neftor, he fays, that he was 
flain by Memaon, the Son of the Morning ; which Memnon was 
ga Ethiopian, PE 


q To é Hes exrerwe Dacsivng wyAaos vioce 





* Eufeb. ubi fupra. + De Gigant. p. 264, 263. 


} Job, xl. 11. The original word, here tranflated /catter, is ap- 


» plied by Mofes to the difperfion from Babel, Gen. xi. 8, 9. 


§ Chron. Pafchale, p. 36, § Hymn vi, 
q Odyfl. a. v. 188. pte 
Virgil 
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Henley’s Difértation upon St. Peter and St. Jude. 8 
¢ Virgil makes Dido inquire about this perfon under the fame 


title ; and itiles him the Son of the Morning. 
* Nunc quibus Aurore veniffet Filius armis : 


«© It is remarkable, that the prophet Ifaiah, when he is de- 
nouncing God’s vengeance againft Babylon and its princes, 
makes ufe of the fame exprefion, In doing this, he feems te 
allude to the firft apoftate monarch, who affected to obtrude him- 
felf among the angels of heaven; and to be pds gg by 
diving tities. ‘ + How did# thou fall from heaven, 959M, 
1 : "Pw O Lucifer! thou Son of the Morning’! How artthou 
cut down, that didft weaken the nations!” The perfons to whom 
he likened himfelf, or was likened by his pofterity, were thofe 
celeftial beings, the immediate minifters of God: who by way 
of eminence are ftiled fars. Thereis a well-known paflage in 
the book of Job to this purpofe, which has extraordinary beauty. 
It is, where the Deity makes his appeal to Job, concerning the 
Creation of the world ; and bids him, if he be able, to anfwer. 
¢ + Where waft thou, when I laid the foundations of the earth? 
Declare, if thou haft any underftanding.—— When the morning 
ftars fang together; and all the Sons of God fhonted for joy.” 
From the inftances produced above we may perceive, that-both 

: the fons of God, and the demons of the Gentile world, were 
alike ftiled angels and ftars : and from hence, I think, we.may 
be certified concerning the meaning of the two apoftles in thefe 
texts, when they {peak of thefe perfons as angels,’ 


The author mentions the complicated crimes of thefe apof- 
tates, and thus proceeds ; | 


—‘ St. Jude fays, that the overthrow of this people afforded 
an example like to that of Sodom and Gomorrah: and we may 
infer, that their defeat was attended with many circumftances, 
which were fimilar. It is faid of the cities of the Afphaltic vale, 
that ‘* God overthrew them :” that is, he fubverted their very 
) walls and buildings. Hence they.muft. have been affeéted not 

only with a fiery deluge from above; but with bituminous erup- % 

tions and convulfions of the earth below. The account given by 
Abydenus § concerning the tower of Babe], mentions ftorms and 
whirlwinds, which beat upon it. By other writers there are 
faid to. have been fiery meteors, attended with earthquakes, that 
fhook it to its bafis. Hiftizus adds, that thofe, who efcaped 
the calamity fled to Shenaar, and were afterwards diffipated over 
the face of the earth. | 

¢ The word tagragwoas, ufed by the apofile, denotes fome- 
thing violent in the mode ofexecution. It intimates, that the 








© JEneid. Lib. vi. v. 751. f Ifaiah, c. xiv. v. 12° 
Chap. xxxvill. ver, 4- 7+ . 
§ Eufeb. Chron. p. 13. Theoph, ad Autol. ii. p. 371. 
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perfons fpoken of were forcibly expelled from the region, which 
they had occupied, and driven to the place called Tartarus. 
The language, in which both of the apoftles have defcribed this 
event, has no fimilitude to the diftion in any other part of the 
New Teftament. From hence, and from the dithyrambic turn 
of their expreffions, there feems room to conjecture, that they 
had each in view fome ancient hiftory: and this probably had 
been tranflated into poetical meafure by fome Hellenittic Jew 3 
as we may judge from the rythm, with which it is attended. 
"The latter part of the book of Wifdom feems to have been com- 
 pofed by a like hand, and in the fame manner. Many of the 
prophets apparently allude to hiftories long loft; which though 
they were not admitted into the canon of fcripture, yet were 
looked upon as authentic, and quoted accordingly. The words 
cupasg Cofe taprapwous are remarkable; as are likewife decpors 
idiorg imo Cooy ternpnxerye We meet with among the Gentile 
Writers repeated accounts of Nimrod, and his affociates, who 
gre reprefented as Titanians, and are faid to have warred againft 
heaven. They are defcribed as being at laft overpowered with 
ftorms and whirlwinds, and blafted with lightning: and at the 
clofe of it is faid that they were driven to Tartarus, and there 
kept in chains of darknefs, “ © 

—‘ ‘They are reprefented by St. Peter as held csigass Cope, and 
by St. Jude as decors aidioss dws CoPov, all which bears a great re- 
femblance to the phrafeology as well as to the narrative of the 
Grecian writers. Nor muft we think this at all ftrange, when 
we confider, thatthe Grecians in their mythology referred to the 
fame perfons, the affociates of Nimrod, under the character of 
the rebellious Titans. Hefiod mentions their being overthrown 
by the Deity, and reduced to a ftate of amazement and ftupe- 
faétion : that they were driven to Tartarus, where they were to 
be for ages configned to chains and darknefs. After having de- 
fcribed their oppofition and difcomfiture, he then comes to their 
Captivity and place of refidence; (9 ’ 


Kas reg tv boro yovos evpvoderne 

Tleurpav, nas deororcw ev epyarsorow eonccye 

e e s ° ° e e ° e . ° e ae a ® 
Evbce Qeos Ternves vara LoPw negorvras 


KexpuPartas, &c. : lef, Theog. 7179 729- 


The author produces many paflages from the Greek and 
Latin poets, to fhew, that the Titans were configned to Tar- 
tarus (which fome placed at the extremities of the earth beyond 
the region of Mauritania ; others in an immeafurable depth, far 
removed from the furface of thr earth, and the regions of day) 
and continues the argument in this manner : oo i 


‘ It is remarkable, that the apoftle, when he mentions the 
judgements, with which this people were punifhed, does not 
immediately fay, that God overthrew them in his difpleafure ; 


but 
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but only, 2% ePecaro, ‘he did not fpare them.’ This feems to 
intimate, that there was a reafon, why they poffibly might have 
‘expected, that fome mercy would have been fhewn them. The — 
like mode of expreffion occurs in Ecclefiafticus, ch. xvi, 7. where 
the judgements of God upon the Titans, and upon ‘the inha- 
bitants of Sodom are mentioned together. ‘‘ He was not pa- 
cified (or foftened) towards the Giants of old, when they fell 
away in the ftrength of their foolifhnefs; neither {pared he, ex 
ePacato, THE PLACE WHERE Lor sojOuRNED. ‘Thefe two 
events are brought together, as we have before feen, by the 
apoftles, and in a manner exactly fimilar. And as it was a quef- 
tion with Vitringa and Dr. Lardner, to what {fcriptural hif- 
tories the apoitles in the forgegoing paffages alluded, 
we may be certain, that this was one, and the chief text, 
to which they referred. And we may be, I think, farther af- 
fured from this paffage, that the apoftate angels of St. Peter 
and St. Jude were no other than the rebellious Titans of other 
writers, 
—‘ It is obfervable, that in the three places, where thefe 
apoftates are fpoken of, viz. in Ecclefiafticus, St. Peter and St. 
Jude, they are uniformly introduced with the people of Sodom 
and Gomorrah *, And the reafon is plain, becaufe they were 
certainly guilty of the fame unnatural lufts. St. Peter joins them 
together, when he fpeaks of their prevailing crimes, and ccn- 
tinually alludes to them in his admonitions to others +. . .St. Jude 
likewife mentions bath people in fucceffion, and joins them to- 
gether in guilt. After having taken notice of the former per- 
fons, and the nature of their punifhment he adds, o¢ Lotoua, &ce 
«¢ Juft like Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities in their vi- 
cinity, who copied this people in their guilt.” By this, I think, 
we may learn, that the inhabitants of Sodom are faid to be fimi- 
lar in crime to thefe apoftates, whom the apoftles are juft de- 
{cribing. They finned tov Suosoy reross Tporov: by which ismeant, 
that they refembled them in their iniquities. Such, in my 
judgement, is the natural purport of the words. And from 
hence, I think, we may be affured of two things, which will 
ferve farther to confirm what I have been faying about this peo- 
ple. Firft, that the perfons ftiled ayysAs, were undoubtedly 
MEN ; and fecondly, that their hiftory was prior to that of So- 
dom, the natives of which place copied the former in their wick- 
ednefs. The depravity of the Cuthites in this refpeét was very 
great; and we find fad tokens of it in many of the colonies where 
they fettled... All of the Titanian race feem to, have been fo 
notorious On this account, that their very name betokened in- 
famy. Hence we find in Hefychius, Tiray, wasdiparns, intro- 
duced as fynonymous terms, 





* They are likewife connected in the fame manner by the pro- 
phets. Ifa. xin 1g. jer. 1,40. 
+ 2 Pet. ii. 9, 10. 


‘ —St. 
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—‘ St. Peter fpeaks of thefe people’as confined in darknefs, 
and ‘‘ there referved for futute judgment.” According to St. 
Jude they were in like manner referved ‘* unto the judgment of - 
the great day.” All people, even thofe of their own family, 
feem to have been fenfible, how great the guilt was of thefe re- 
bels, and have defcribed it accordingly.’ 


This learned writer, having fhewn that the Atlantians, who 
were driven to.Mauritania, had divine titles, and were looked 
up to as ftars and conftellations, thus very happily illuftrates 
the figurative language of the two apoftles : 


‘ It has been fhewn, that the'Atlantians, who were -driven 
to Mauritania, had divine titles, and were looked up to as ftars 
and conftellations. Hence in the Idne of Euripides, Creufa be- 
‘ing in diftrefs wifhes, that the could fly away to the people of the 
weftern world *. 


«© O! that I could be wafted through the yielding air, 
Far, very far, from Hellas, 

To the stars of the Hefggrian region jf, 
So great is my load of grief.” Bryant. 


* St. Jude-alludes to thefe firft apoftates and their wanderings 
when he is fpeaking of others, who were arifing ; and what is 
very particular he ftiles them, aorepes wAavnrai, ‘* wandering 
flars, to whom is referved the blacknefs of darknefs for ever.” 
St. Peter has the fame allufions, when he {peaks of people rx¢ ev 
maAayn avaspePousves ** who were in a continua). ftate of iwander- 
ing 3’ and when he ftiles them »eru, &c. ** clouds that are 
carried with a tempeft, to whom the mift of darknefs is referved 
for ever.”” We could not havea ftronger idea conveyed to us 
of that impulfe, by which the firft apoftates were fcattered 
abroad, than that of acloud hurried on by a whirlwind: for 
nothing can be more forcibly impelled, or is more liable to be 
diffipated. The ancients had always a notion, that when the 

ds fled weftward, ihey were driven by Typhon, by which was 

ignified a whirlwind or ftorm. TuQwv, 6 ueyxs avesos, Hefych. 
All which agrees well with the defcription of the apoitle. And 
it is farther to be remarked, that Apollonius and Callimachus { 
have applied to the defcendants of thefe Cuthites, though in a 
fomewhat different manner, expreffions like thofe of St. Peter and 
St. Jude.’ 


The author having obferved, that Nimrod was fliled Orion, 
the morning ftar, or the fon of the morning, and his af- 
fociates wandering ftars, produces feveral pafflages from the 
prophets, which, he thinks, bear an allufion to thefe rebellious 





Ss ArTéeae EO WEES. Eurip. lon. Vv. 795% | 
+ Apol. Arg. iii, 1358. 
7 Cail, Hym. in Delum, v. 174, 
peo- 
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people *. He then concludes with an account of the drift aj 
the two epiftles, the fecond of St. Peter, and that of St._Jude: 
obferving, that the apoftles allude to the firft grand apoftacy 
in the world under Nimrod, and to the fecond; which was to 
come, under antichrift, and illuftrate the fecond falling of 
by fimilar circumftances in the firft. There is indeed a ftriking 
refemblance between St. Paul’s account of ‘ the Man of Sin, 
exalting himfelf, above all, that is called God, or that is wor- 
fhiped ;’ and the defcription of Lucifer, the Titanian prince, 
in Ifaiah, ‘ exalting his throne above the ftars of God,’ &c. +. 
We find likewife a great fimilitude in the crimes of the firft 
and fecond apoftates. The latter were to fpeak evil of digni- 
ties, and would pay no more regard to apoftolic authority, 
than the former had done to patriarchic of old. They were 
to deny ‘ the Lord that bought them,’ which was to be ef- 
feted by introducing again demon worfhip, or the worfhiping 
of angels, to the exclufion of God their Creator, and Jefus 
Chrift their Saviour. 

Hence probably the name.of Titan was given to Antichrift, 
Titavy To Ts avTsKXeiss ovozd, Heyfic. as Babylon has been 
appropriated to the place of his abode. And it is fuppofed 
by fome, that this is the Babylon, from whence St. Peter wrote 
to thofe difciples, whom he addreffed in his Epiftles. f. 

We have now given‘a fummary view of this performance, 
The reader however will remember, that every abridgement or 
abftrac& muft be lefs precife and fatisfaftory than the original, 
in confequence of thofe chafms and interruptions in the argu- 
ment, which in an epitome are inevitable. We have been 
more diffufe on this article, than we ufually are in our ac- 
count of pamphlets. But the reafon is obvious, The prefent 
Differtation is a work of learning and ingenuity. The hy- 
pothefis is new, and feems to throw great light on fome ob- 
fcure paflages of fcripture. But if upon farther enquiry, it 
fhould appear fallacious, the candid reader will, at leaft, ac- 
knowledge, that the argument is well fupported. 

The following confiderations feem to corroborate the author’s 
opinion. 1. A defe&ion of happy fpirits in heaven is an event, 
which can only become credible upon the cleareft atteftations 
of fcripture. But in this article we have only fome obfcure 
intimations and allufions; no regular hiftory. 2. In heathen 
antiquity there is no hiftory, no fable, which bears a- ftri@ 
analogy to the fall of the angels. But the ftory of the giants, 





* See Ifa. xiii. 1, 6, 10, 19, Ch. Xiv. 4, 42. XXXiv. 4. Jer. 1. 21, 23 
_ Ezek. xxxii. 7, $. 

+ 2 Thef.ii. 3,4. Ifa. xiv.19, 14. 

} Lardner’s Hilt, oi the Apoit. and Ev, vol, iii. 246. 
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placing Pelion upon Olympus * evidently correfponds with the 
hiftory of Nimrod.and_ his affociates, who attempted to ereét 
an enormous tower, which was to reach up to heaven. 

The falling away of thofe called angels being introduced firft, 
has made many think, that this event. was firft in order, and 
prior to the creation. But if any argument is derived from the 
arrangement of the ‘events mentioned by St. Peter, it is to- 
tally invalidated) by St. Jude, who introduces the departure of 

the Ifraelites from Egypt, and their deftru€tion in the wil- 
dernefs, before the apoftacy i in queftion, and the overthrow of 
Sodom. 7 

The chief difficulties attending this hypothefis, which we 
perceive at prefent, are thefe: it is hardly natural to fuppofe, 
that the apoftles would _illuftrate their doétrines by a piece of . 
hiftory, wrapped up in dark and figurative expreflions, when, 
at the fame time, they have mentioned other events with an 
hiftorical fimplicity. 

Secondly, our Saviour. and his apoftles fpeak of the devil and 
his angels, of our adverfary the devil, of the wiles, and the 
condemnatien of the devil, &c.* But from whence could fuch 
a race of beings derive their malignity, if not from a voluntary 
defection, and an habitual depravity ? If therefore we give up 
this point, the whole fyftem of diabolifm will be fhaken to its 
foundation. 





—_— 


The Stucent’s Pocket DiGionary, or Compendium of Univerfal Hiftory, 


Chronology, and Biography: from tke earlie/t Accounts to the pre- 
fent Time. By T. Mortimer. 12m, 35. 6d. Johnfon. 


HIS work is divided into two parts. The firft contains a 

chronological account of the moft remarkable events from 

the creation to the prefent time ; the fecond, an alphabetical 

lift of eminent men, with a fhort account of their characters and 
country, the times of their birth, death, &c. 

The author is in general accurate in his dates. But by 
taking his materials from different fyftems of chronology, he 
has fometimes fallen into inconfiftencies. For example, he 
fays: *‘ Helen was carried off by Paris, which occafioned the 
Trojan war, 1218, B.C,—Ajax killed [more properly killed 
himfelf] at the fiege of Troy, 1200.—Paris flain, 1188.— 
' Achilles flain at the fiege of Troy, ab. 1180.’ 





* Fratrefque tendentes opaco 
Peljon impofuiffe Olympo. Hor. 
t Matt. xxv. qi. 1, Pet. v.38. Eph, vi. rs, Tim, iii. 6, 
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_ According to this account, Helen was carried to Troy 40 
years before the deftruétion of that city; and confequently mult 
have been an old woman, when the Trojan fenators admired her 
for her Beaury, Il. iii. 156. Ajax was killed zo years before 
Achilles; though he-furvived that hero, and afterwards con- 
tended for his armour. And, laftly, Paris was killed 8 years 
before the man he flew. 

Again: * Epeus, a Greek archite&t and engineer, to whom 
is attributed the Trojan horfe, fl, 1209 B. C.—Ulyfles fl, 
ab. 900. 

Epeus and Ulyffes are here placed at the diftance of 300 
years, though they were both,-at the fame time, in the Trojan 
horfe, En. ii. 261, 264. F 

‘ Homer, fays our chronologift, fl. go7.. B. C.\—That is, 
feven years before Ulyffes ; contrary to the teftimony of all an- 
tiquity, and of Homer himfelf. 

‘ John the Baptift, we are told, was beheaded A. D, 32. 
ag. 37. —By this computation it appears, that he was five 
years, though in reality, he was only /sx months, older than Chrift, 

Thefe andthe like inconfiftencies can only ferve to perplex and 
confound the ftudent, and fhould, upon all accounts, be rec- 
tified in the next edition. 

There are many cafes, in which the moft learned writers 
have differed from one another, feveral hundred years. In 
thefe inftances the chronologift fhould produce their refpe&ive 
opinions, and fubjoin his authorities. This would obviate many 
contradictions, 

Our author’s lift of eminent men is copious and compre- 
henfive. But then the names of many infignificant writers, 
philofophers, painters, fculptors, engravers, muficians, and 
architeéts, are inferted, which perhaps would not have been. 
known, if they had not been mentioned in the writings of 
Diogenes Laertius, Pliny, Melchior Adamus, Felibein, Du 
Piles, Moreri, Ant. Wood, and others. 

We have no objection to the names of lady Eliz. Germaine, 
bifhop Hayter, Mr. Arnold King, Dr.-Manckley, Dr. Sam. 
Nicolls; or even.to.the names of players, Mr. Rich, Mr. Mof- 
fop, and the like. But if the author extends his catalogue to 
thefe worthies, a thoufand others will put in their claim to the 
fame diftinétion, 

He feems to be too diffufe in his- account of kings and 
queens. ‘The dates of a few capital incidents, in the courfe of 
their refpeative reigns, would have been fofficient. 

The compiler fays, ‘ he flatters himfelf, that throughout the 
circle of ‘the fciences and the arts, no living profeffor will have 
it in his' power to fay, that he -has fought for the name, date 
Vou, XLY. Fan. 1778. Cc of 
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of exiftence, and proper defcription of any eminent man in his 
art or profeflion, and could nor find it in this work.’ 

A man mutt have a very contracted notion of the republic 
of letters, if he fuppofes, that this little volume contains the 
names of every eminent writer. We would engage to find fe- 
veral hundred authors well known to men of learning, who 
are not mentioned in this work ; as, Feneftella, Apicius, Te- 
rentianus Maurus, Czl. Aurelianus, Nonius Marcellus, Saxo- 
Grammaticus, Czl. Rhodiginus, Nat. Comes, Curcellzeus, 
Scapula, Sixtus Senenfis, Hephzftion, Phavorinus, Ifid. Cla- 
rius, Ofiander, Vatablus, Goropius Becanus, Diodati, Glaf- 
fius, Hottinger, Pifcator, Gabriel Sionita, Lipenius, ‘Tille- 
mont, Vitringa, Outram, Baglivi, Turner, Heifter, Knatch- 
bull, Geddes, Abernethy, Ibbot, Mangey, Sykes, Coneybeare, 
Delany, Lavington, Clayton, Markland, Hunt, Birch, &c. 

We cannot therefore, by any means, look upon this work as 
a finithed performance. Yet notwithitanding the errors and 
defeéts we have pointed out, it will be a ufeful compendium 
to young ftudents, and men of letters, if ufed with caution, 
as it contains a great variety of chronological and biographical 
information, and. is much more commodious for ordinary ufe 
than any voluminous compilation. 
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Sermons on the Articles of the Chrifian Faith, By Samuel Og- 
den; D. D. 8vo. 45. 6d. Beecroft, 


BVERY ordinary reader fees a remarkable diffimilarity in the 
hand writing, the voice, the countenance of different 
men. The difcerning reader perceives an equal diflimilarity in 
the ftyle of different authors, though they are all men of Icarn- 
ing, and write onthe fame, or fimilar fubje&s, For example: 
in one colle&tion of fermons, he will find good fenfe and folid 
reafoning, in a rough and intricate ftyle; in another, a num- 
ber of trite and fuperficial obfervations, in fmooth and ora- 
torical language; in a third, plain practical, piety, but nei- 
ther life or fpirit ; in a fourth, pompous expreffions, fplendid 
epithets, and laboured antithefes; in a fifth, a multiplicity of 
precepts and admonitions, without order or conneétion; ina 
fixth, a fententious brevity; in a feventh a prodigality of 
words, a fpark of fenfe in a * period of a mile ;’ in aneighth, 
a mixture of common language and fcripture phrafes, with 
heaps of quotations from the Old and New Teftament on every 
. trivial occafion ; in a ninth, two or three flowery defcriptions, 
or a little comic raillery, interfperfed with a few tragical ex- 
clamations ; and in a tenth perhaps, a happy combination of 
. good 
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good language and good fenfe; a purity of moral fentiment, a 
delicacy of thought, a force and perfpicuity.of reafoning, and 
an elegant fimplicity of diétion. 

_. We have been led into thefe remarks by a certain peculiarity 
of f{tyle and manner, obfervable in thefe difcourfes, The 
learned author generaily itates his arguments in two or three 
fhort fentences; and anfwers the objeétions of the unbeliever 
by a laconic reply; or filences him by a finart, unexpe&ed 
queftion. As thefe difcourfes were probably delivered before a 
learned audience, the profefior very properly confidered, that 
there was no occafion for a long train of reafoning on points 
of doétrine, which have been repeatedly difcuffed; that-a few 
fketches were fufficient, in ‘confirmity to the proverb, verbume 
JSapientibus. 

The following extracts will be no unfavourable, fpecimen of 
Dr. Ogden’s manner of writing. 

‘ He [our Saviour] came down from heaven ; and ftill con- 
tinuing to be one with the Supreme Nature, he afflumed our’s. 
‘He became man: he lived upon earth, did good, endured 
pain, preached piety and righteoufnefs, worked wonders, fuf- 
fered death asa malefaétor, reftored himfelf to life, returned 
to heaven, and now governs his church by the operation of 
yet another Divine Perfon, who with him and the Father, is 
one God, blefled for ever. 

‘ Allthis, you feem to fay, is ftrange and wonderful. — It is 
fo. The Divine exiftence, eternity, infinity, which yet reafon 
obliges us to acknowledge, is very wonderful. The divine go- . 
vernment of the world, which we experience, is in many in- 
ftances exceedingly aftonifhing. _ The world is filled with won- 
ders ; and if you attempt ignorantly to remove them, they be- 
come greater. If you deny what is ftrange, you muft admit 
what is impoffible. 

‘ It is ftrange, perhaps you think, that our firft parents 
fhould commit fin. This part of the wonder, that any of our 
kindred fhould do what was not right, we muft not infift on. 

‘ Ic is ftrange that they wcre not immediately punifhed with 
death. How! fhall we make it a wonder that God is mer- 
ciful ? It muft be a wonder then that we are living. 

¢ It is, however, very itrange, you are pretty fure, and 
hardly right, you humbly think, that their pofterity fhould be 
involved in their guilt, and made to fuffer for an offence-that 
was not their own. 

‘ Now firft of all, is it not furprifing that this fhould ap- 
pear fo ftrange to us who have lived all our lives in a world, 
in which the fame thing has happened every day? Is. any 

| Cz thing 
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thing more common than to fee men fuffering the moft griev- 
‘ous calamities, through the fault or only the folly of other 
perfons ? 

‘* But this is natural. And who made it to be natural ? 
Did not he who made the world ? : 

‘ A great change took place at the fall: do you know the 
particular manner in which. it was effe&ted ? Can you fay how 
‘far that was, or was not natural ? 

‘ But, what think you of the remedy provided for this ca- 
Jamity, the redemption of man in Jefus Chrift ? of the ftate af 
ehappivefs-offered him in heaven, inftead of his earthly para- 
-dife? Is not the feverity of your complaint foftened by thefe 
confiderations ? 

¢ But waving thefe anfwers, let us, for a moment fuppofe 
‘that thefe things are indeed fo ftrange as to be incredible ; that 

the fall and the redemption of ‘man is all a fi€ion; and the 
- world in as good a condition as it was at firft, or was ever 
meant to be. 

‘ The wickednefs and the mifery that are in the world, ftill 
remain in it, after all our fuppofitions: thefe are matters of 
fa&t, alas! and muft be acknowledged by us all, whatever 
Opinion we entertain concerning the caufe of them. The ftate of 
‘man, whether a fallen ftate or no [not], is what it is. Evidently 
the world lieth, in a very great degree, in wickednefs ; the life 
of men, of all men, is full of trouble, of many is fo diftrefs- 
ful that it affects us with horror, till death, very foon, the 
fooner often the better, puts an end to it. Man appearsoupon 
the fea of life, ftruggles with waves and ftorms for a few mo- 
ments, and finks again into the abyfs, for ever. 

¢ And is this your vindication of God’s love and. goodnefs ? 
. This the beft defence you can devife of thofe tender mercies 
“which are over all his works. 

* It would be fevere in him, you think, to degrade us to 
fuch a fad fiate as this for the offence of our firft parents: but 
you can allow him to place us in it, without any inducement. 
Are our calamities leffened for not being afcribed to Adam? If 
our condition be unhappy, is it not ftill unhappy, whatever 
was the oceafion ? with the aggravation of this reflection, that 
if it is as good as was at firft defigned, there feems to be fome- 
what the.lefs reafon to look for its amendment. 

‘ Or will you fay that the Supreme Being was not able to 
accommodate us in a better manner? or that he was not de- 
firous of doing it? that he is wholly unconcerned about us? 
or that he never made the world at all? and that we came 
into it of ourfelves, or by the help of fate or fortune? 

* Which 
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€ Which now of thefe truly ftrange fappofitions thall we 
pleafe to adopt? choofing what is abfurd, to avoid what: is 
wonderful ; and driven’ by the fear of little difficulties, in:o 
great contradictions.’ 

In a difcourfe on the refurreétion of Chrift, the avthor thus 
difpatches one of the moft formidable obje&tions of a cele- 
brated f{ceptic. 

© The adverfaries of our faith finding no further refources on 
the plain ground of common fenfe, make their laft retreat into 
the thorns of fubtilty. 

_ © The refurre€tion, it feems, was an event fo ftrange, that 
no teftimony whatever is enough to prove it: the ftory, we 
‘may be fure, is not true; whoever he be that tells it. 

* On what foundation pray, do you build an affurance fo 
yery abfolute ? 

‘ On the foundation of experience. 

© As how? ; 

‘ Tam to tell you, then, that we know nothing of the «f- 
fence of cau/ality; but found all our affent upon Amilitude. 

¢ Tam not fure that I comprehend you. 

‘ You cannot be poffeffed of fo fine an argument in its per- 
fe&ion, without having recourfe to the original inventor: it 
may fuffice to let you know in brief, that we believe always 
what is moft /kely, and call that moft likely, which moft re- 
fembles what we have before met with: 

‘ Bat things often fall out that were not likely. 

* Yes; fo often, that we find it, in general, likely that they 
fhould-; and in each particular cafe reflect which of the two is 
lefs likely, that the thing fhould be as it is reprefented, or the 
reporter reprefent it falfely. 

‘ Have you ever found in the courfe of your experience that 
any thing was not true, which had been as well attefted as the 
refurredtion ? 

« It'was a miracle : experience therefore, univerfal experience 
declares againft it. 

¢ That of the Ave bundred brethren who faw it, was, fure, on 
the other fide. . 

‘ You muft appeal to prefent experience. Nature we find 
unchangeable, | 

‘ Nature! When I difpute with you about Chriftianity, I 
fuppofe that you believe a God. 

_ © You fuppofe perhaps too faft. 

_ © Then I have no further difpute with you: I leave you to 
other hands, Chriftianity defires no greater honour than to be 
received by every one that is not an Atheift. 

* Suppofe there be a God: what then? 
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. € Why, then he made the world. 

© Weil. 

‘ © And a multitude of things muft have been done at that 
time of the creation, which are not comprehended within the 
prefent courfe of nature. Every animal, every vegetable, muft 
have been brought into Being at firft in fome manner of which 
the world now affords no examples. Of this we have no ex- 
perience, yet we allowit fo be true; and we need no pena 
for we know it muft have happened.’ 

The fubje&s, which the profeflor has illuftrated in this vo- 
Jume, are—the Being of God; the Redemption of Man; the 
Incarnation, Sufferings, Refurrection, and Afcenfion of Chrift; 
a future Judgement; the Being and Affiitance of the Holy 
Ghoft ; Zeal for Articles of Faith ; the Forgivenefs of Sins; 
the Reforredtion of the Body; everlafting Life; and the Su- 
periority of the Chriftian Religion over all other Religions. 

The author keeps within the pale of orthodoxy, while he dif 
cuffes the common points of controverfy. 





Cato: or, an Effay on Old Age. By Marcus Tullius Cicero. 
With Remarks by William Melmoth, Ef. The fecond Eaition, 
revifed and corre@ed, Vol. ]. 8v0.. 55. in boards. Dodfley. 


Laiius: or, an Effay on Friendfhip. By Marcus Tullius Cicero. 
With Remarks. by William Melmoth, £/. Vol. I, 800. 55. 
in beards. Dodfley. 


P HE literary character of this ingenious tranflator is f well 
known and eltablifhed, that it would be ‘unneceflary for 
us. to fay any thing in his praife, We fhall only obferve in 
general, that the work be fore us is executed with that ac- 
curacy, elegance, and fpirit, which diftinguifh his former pro- 
dudtions in this department of, literature *. ‘The mere Englith 
reader may ‘be affured, that the fentinents of Cicero are re- 
prefented in their fall fenfe and beauty; and even the man of 
learning, if he'can only lay afide that enthufiafm and partiality 
in favour of a claffical compofiiion, which education is apt to 
infpire, may read thefe Effays with as much pleafure in the 
Janguage of Mr. Melmoth, asin that of the Roman author. - 
Thefe treatifes are two of the moft valuable pieces of the mo- 
ral kind, that have been tranfmitted to us ‘from the ancients. 
The fubje&, upon which they refpectively turn, *‘ comes home, 


as lord Bacon fays of his own effays, to every man’s bufinefs 





* Dialogue concerning Oratory, Pliny s Epiftles, and Cicero's 
Familiar Letters, 
and 
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and bofom ;’ and the noble principles they inculcate, are fup- 
ported and in‘orced with all the advantage, that elegance of 
genius can give to truth of fentiment ay 

Mr. Melmoth’s tranflation of the Eff’ay on Old Age was pub- 
lifhed in 1773, and. mentioned at that time in our Review *; 
we fhall therefore confine our prefent obfervations to the Effay 
en Friendfhip. ‘ 


This admirable treatife * feems to have been drawn up with 
a particular view to the ftate of public affairs atthe time it was 
written, as well as for the more general and extenfive purpole © 
of moral inftruction ; feveral paffages evidently alluding to the 
very critical circumftances of the commonwealth at that period. 
J¢ was publifhed immediately after the affaflination of Julius Ca-. 
far ; when fome of the moft refpectable partizans of that ambi- 
tious chief, were indire€tly endeavouring to turn the popular 
Gdium upon the caufe and the perfons of the confpirators, by the 
public honours they exhibited to his memory: a conduct which 
they attempted to juftify by the duties of private friendfhip. At 
a conjuncture, therefore, when the reftoration of the republic in 
fome meafure depended upon the notions that were entertained 
concerning thofe obligations; to afcertain the true principles of 
that conneétion, and mark out the juf limits of its claims, was 
a defign worthy of Cicero, no lefs in his patriotic than his phi- 
lofophical chataéter.. Many of the ancients, indeed, maintained 
very ¢xtravagant opinions upon thofe pre : and for this reas 
fon, perhaps, it is, that there is fcarcely a fingle ethic writer of 
eminence during the philofophic ages of Greece, (of whofe 
works any account has been preferved,) who does not appear to 
have difcuffed the queftion, asa neceflary and important branch 
of his moral fyftem. It is probable, that the fubitance of what 
the moft judicious of thofe philofophers had delivered in relation 
tO that inquiry, is wrought into the prefent performance ; it is 
certain, at leaft, thet Cicero has confiderably availed himfelf of 
Ariftorle’s differtation inferted in his ethics ; as he may be traced 
likewife in the few fragments that ftill remain of a difcourfe on 
the fame topic, compofed by Theophraftus. In faét, he hath 
fo accurately fketched the principal outlines of his fubjeé&, as 
to have left little more to thofe who might refume it after him, 
than to purfve his principles, extend his reafonings, and apply 
his maxims. Accordingly, bifhop Taylor in our own language, 
and the very ingenious Monf. Sacy in the French, (the only mo- 
dern authors of’ diftinétion-who have written treatifes profef- 
fedly on friendfhip) have added nothing effential to the admi- 
rable draught he has delineated.’ 


Cicero, in his treatife on Old Age, reprefents the elder Cato 
as the principal fpeaker; being perfuaded, that no perfon 
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could with more weight and propriety be introduced, as de- 
livering his ideas in relation to that advanced ftate, than one, 
who had fo long flourifhed in it with umequalled fpirit and vi- 
gour. In purfuance of the fame principle, he imagined that 
the memorable intimacy, which, we are told, fubfifted be. 
tween Lalius and Scipio Africanus +, rendered the former a 
very fuitable chara&er to fupport a converfation on the fubje& 
ef friendfhip. 

In this conference Q, Mucius Scevola, and Caius Fannius 
are fuppofed to make a vifit to Lelius, their father-in-law, 
foon after the death of Scipio, and from that circumftance to 
give him occafion to enter upon. the fubje€t in queftion. He 
therefore delivers bis opinion concerning the nature of true 
friendfhip, the extent of its. ebligations, and the maxims by 
which it ought to be conduéted. | | 

We give our readers the following extra&, not becaufe it 
contains any peculiar beauty’of fentiment, but chiefly on ac- 
count of an ‘excellent note, which may ferve to fhew the mo- 
dern reader, that there are paffages in the fcriptures, which 
would be highly admired in a claffic writer. But, unhap- 
pily for them, they are read with coldnefs and indifference, 


becaufe they are in a book, which it is too fafhionable to de- 
preciate. jaee : . | 


« ET have been told likewife, that there is another fet of pre. 
tended philofophers of ‘the fame country, whofe tenets con- 
cerning this fobjeét, are of a ftill more illiberal and ungenerous 
caft; aod I have already in the courfe of this converfation, 
flightly animadverted upon their principles. ‘The propofition 


they attempt to eftablifh, is, that’ ‘* friendfhip is an affair of 


felf-intereft intirely, and that the proper motive for engaging in 
it, is, not in order to gratify the kind and benevolent aftec- 
tions, but for the benefit of that affiftance and fupport which 
is to be derived from’ the connection.” Accordingly they -af- 
fert, that thofe perfons are moft difpofed to have recourfe to 
auxiliary alliances of this kind, who are leaft qualified by na- 
turé, or fortune, to depend upon their own ftrength and pow- 
érs: the weaker fex, for inftance, being generally more in- 
clined to engage in friendfhips, than the male part of our fpe- 
cies {: and thofe who are depreft by indigence or Jabouring 
under misfortunes, than the wealthy and the profperous, 


‘ Excellent 





—+ 


+ The fecond of that name, the fon of Paulus Aémilius. 
« J It would be an invidious tafk, perhaps, to eftimate the compa- 
rative qualities’ and difpofitions of the ‘two fexes, with refpeét to 
the connection mentioned in the text; but let it be remembered, 
for the honour of the fairer part of ‘the creation, that-one of the 
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ftrongeft and moft affecting inftances ‘of a faithful attachment 
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« Excellent and obliging fages thefe, undoubtedly ! To ftrike 
out the friendly affections from the moral world, would be like 
extinguifhing the fun in the natural: each of them being the 
fource of the beft and moft grateful fatisfaflions, that the pods 
have conferred on the fons of men. But I fhould be glad to 
Know what the seal value of this boafted exemption from Care, 
which they promife their difciples, juftly amounts to? an ex- 
emption ftattering to felf-love, I confefs; but which, upon many 
occurrences in human life, fhould be rejefted with the utmoft 
difdain. For nothing, furely, can be more inconfiftent with a 
well-poifed and manly fpirit, than to decline engaging in any 
laudable aétion, or to be difcouraged from perfevering init, by 
an apprehenfion of the trouble and folicitude with which it may 
probably be attended. Virtue herfelf, indeed, ought to be to- 
tally renounced, if it be right to avoid every poffible means that 
may be productive of uneafinefs: for who thatis atuated by her 
principles, can obferve the conduét of an oppofite character, withe 
Out being affefted with fome degree of fecret diffatisfadtion? 
Are not the jeft, the brave, and the good, necef[irily expofed 
to the difagreeable emotions of diflike and averfion, when they 
refpettively meet with inftances of fraud, of cowardice, or of 
villainy? It is an effential property of every well-conflituted 
mind, to be affected, with pain, or pleafure, according to the 
nature of thofe moral appearances that prefent themfelves to ob- 
fervation. 





be met with in hiftory, occurs in the friendthip which fubfifted be- 
tween two females. The inftance alluded to, is recorded in the 
Jewith annals, and moft pathetically related by one of the facred 
pen-men, The reader need not be told, that Naomi together with 
her hufband and their two fons, being compelled by a general fa- 
mine which defolated the land of Judea, to feek for fuftenance in a 
more plentiful country; retired into the kingdom of the Moabites. 
Naomi had not been there long, before fhe had the misfortune to 
bury not only her hufband, but her two fons ; thé latter, however, 
before their deaths, had taken “‘ them wives of the daughters of 
Moab.” In procefs of time, being informed that the famine was 
ceafed which had driven her from her native country, the deter- 
mined to return: and fetting out for that purpofe, her two daugh- 
ters-in-law affectionately conducted her part of the way. But when 
they arrived.at the place where it was intended they fhould take leave 
of each other, the faithful Ruth could by no perfuafion’s be prevailed 
upon to undergo the pain of a final feparation. Neither difference 
of religion, nor the powerful ties of country, or family attach. 
ments, were equally ftrong with thofe which the moft cordial amity 
had formed in her heart. ‘ Intreat me not, faid this amiabie wo- 
man to her beloved friend and mother-in-law, intreat’ me not to 
leave thee: for whither thou goeft, I will go; and where thou 


lodgeft, I will lodge. Thy people fhall be my people; and thy 


God, my God. Where thou dieft, will I die; and there will I be 


buried: the Lord do fo to me; and more alfo, if aught but death 
part thee and me.” 
, ; 4 é {ft 
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‘ If fenfibility, therefore, be not incompatible with true wif- 
dom ; (and it furely is not, unlefs we fyppofe that philofophy 
deadens every finer feeling of our nature) what juft reafon can 
be afligned, why the fympathetic fufferings which may refult 
from friendfhip, fhould be a fufficient inducement for banifhin 
that generous affection from the human breaft? Extinguifh all 
emotions of the heart, and what difference will remain, I do not fay 
between man and brute, but between manand a mere inanimate 
clod ? Away then with thofe auftere philofophers, who reprefent 
virtue as hardening the foul againft all the fofter impreffions of 
humanity! The fact, certainly, is much otherwife: a truly good 
man is ypon many occafions extremely fufceptible of tender fen- 
timents ; and his heart expands with joy, or fhrinks with forrow, 
as good or ill fortune accompanies his friend, Upon the whole 
then, it may fairly be concluded, that as in the cafe of virtue, 
fo in that of friendfhip, thofe painful fenfations which may fome- 
times be produced by the one, as weil as by the other, are 
equally infofficient for excluding either of them from taking 
poffefion of our bofoms,’ 


The following pathetical fentimeat reminds us of the fate of - 
the unhappy author. 


~'€ One would wifh to preferve thofe friends through al] the. 
fucceflive periods of our days,. with whom we firft fet out to- 

ether in this, our journey through the world. But fince mah 
holds al) his poffeflions by a very precarious and uncertain te- 
nure, we fhould endeavour, as our old friends drop off, to re- 
pair their lofs by new acquifitions ; leit one fhould be fo unhappy 
as to ftand in his old age, a folitary, unconneéted individual, 
bereaved of every perfon whom he loves, and by whom he is be- 
loved. For without a proper and particular objet upon which 
to exercife the kind and benevolent affections, life is deftitute of 
every enjoyment that can render it juitly defirable.’ 

Cicero wrote this dialogue at the age of fixty-three. The 
next year he had the mortification to fee himfelf in the me- 
lancholy fituation he defcribes, feparated from ‘ every perfon, 
whom he loved, and by whom he was beloved.’ Forin the 
‘utmoft anguifh and diftrefs he was obliged, in confequence of 
the perfecutions of Marc Antony, whom he had exafperated by 
his Philippics, to fly from his family and his country. In this 
attempt he.was purfued and beheaded by one Popilius, whom 
he had formerly defended and faved, when he was under a 
criminal profecution, on a charge of having killed ‘his fa- 
ther *. 

To this tranflation the author has fubjoined a confiderable 
number of elegant and ufeful remarks ; from which we can- 





® Valerius Maximus mentions the bafenefs and ingratitude of 
Popilius with a proper deteftation. Libs v, 3. 


not 














Lelius : or, an’ Effay on Friend hip. 27 


no refift the pleafure of citing one or two of his obfervation’ 
on the affertions of an ingenious writer, who attempts to prove, 
that friendthip is ¢ totally incompatible with the genius and {pi- 
rit of the gofpel.’ 


© That private friendfhip does not exprefsly enter into the pre- 
cepts of Chriftianity, is ;unqueftionably troe: for, the nature of 
the conneétion neceffarily excludes it from being the fubje& of a 
religious, or moral, obligation. The diftinétive character of 
this relation, confifts in a fpontaneous fentiment of the heart, 
unconfirained and uninfluenced by compulfive, or external, mo- 
tives of every kind and degree. To attempt therefore to pro- 
duce a voluntary affection, by the authority of a pofitive com- 
mand; would he to publifh a law evidently deftru€tive of its 
own end: for, its fanétions could no fooner operate as primary, 
or determining, inducements, than the fentiment they were 
defigned to create would utierly be prevented from exifting, 

‘ But a general ordinance for-this purpofe, would not merely 
be abfurd; it would be unjuft: becaufe it would require uni- 
verfally, what is not in every man’s power to perform. A 
great variety of circumftances moft concur, to form and cement 
this union: and thefe are of a nature fo exceedingly contingent 
and fortuitous, that they are frequently never realized in the 
courfe of the longeft life. Indeed, they fo rarely meet together, 
that what a fagacious obferver of mankind remarks concerning 
love, holds equally true in refpeé to friendfhip: *‘* il eft du ve- 
ritable comme del’ apparition des efprits; tout- le monde en 
parle, mais peu de gens ont vi.” | 

‘ If what the noble author requires from revelation is, in 
the firft inftance, inconfiftent with the effential nature of its ob- 
‘ject; it implies, in the next, an affertion no lefs contrary to 
faé&t: for although friendfhip could not, either in reafon or 
juftice, have been commanded by the precepts, it is evidently 
encouraged by the fpirit, of Chriftianity. Univerfal benevo- 
lence or good will to mankind, is the vital’ principle that ani- 
mates and pervades the whole fyftem of evangelical morality : 
and it is by a proper cultivation of this enlarged and compre- 
henfive virtue, that the heart is beft prepared and qualified to 
enter into the engagements, and difcharge the offices, of private 
friendfhip. This the noble moralift himfelf acknowledges in a 
fubfequent treatife: for when the religion.of his country was not 
in his immediate contemplation, and his inveterate prejudices 
had not their ufual objeét to call them forth ; his lordthip afks 
*‘ can any friendfhip be fo heroic, as that towards mankind ? 
Do you think—that particular friendfhip can well fabfift without 
fuch an enlarged affeétion and fenfe of obligation.to fociety ?” 
This kind of reafoning, however, when applied to revelation, 
will not fatisfy his demands; he contends, that ‘* friendfhip is 

“no effential part of a Chriftian’s charity.” But if there were 
any force in this objetion, it would overfhoot its intended aim, 
= and 
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_ and wound natural hai no lefs than revealed ; as friendthip, 
for the reafons above afligned, can'no more be the effeatial part 
of a theift’s benevolence, than it is of a Chriftian’s.’ 





For farther obfervations on this fubje& we muft refer th 
reader to Mr. Melmoth’s Remarks at large. | 


— ous. 





The Rife, Progreft, and Prefent State of the Northern Governments ; 
viz. the United Provinces, Denmark, Sweden, Ruffia, and 


Poland. Jy J. Williams, £/g. 2 vols. gto. 11, 165. boards, 
Becket. | 


HE northern countries, on account of their intemperature, 
and the lefs advanced ftate of civilization among the in- 
habitants, have hitherto been feldom vifited by inquifitive 
ftrangers, and their political conftitutions not inveftigated with 
that minutenefs which is neceffary towards affording an ade- 
quate idea of their government. With pleafure therefore we 
behold this fubje& treated by a perfon who feems to have en- 
joyed the moft favourable opportunities both for information 
and remark, and whofe induftry appears to have availed itfelf 
of every advantage. Befides the hiftorical records, to which 
Mr. Williams has had accefs, he confers no fmall degree of 
authority on thefe obfervations, by pofieffing the acquaintance 
of fuch men, in the different countries, as were capable of fup- 
plying him with the trueft account of the police, and prefent 
fiate of each government ; a fubje& which conftitutes the prin- 
cipal merit of this work. 

The firft chapter contains a recital of the rife and progrefs of 
the United Provinces ; the fecond, of the prefent form of go- 
vernment; the third, of the religion, manners, and cuftoms of 
the Hollanders ;_ and the fourth, obfervations upon the true 
principles of laws and commerce. A reader who is moderately 
acquainted with the ftate of Europe, will meet with little 
that has any claim to novelty in thofe feveral divifions of the 
work ; but the author proceeds, in the fubfequent chapter, to 
more interefting obfervations on the laws, cuftoms, and policy 
of the United Provinces refpe@ing trade, manufactures, and 
commerce. 

Mr. Williams remarks, that the policy of Holland, relative 
to commerce, is in many things imperfe&t, and in fome in- 
ftances oppreffive. As an example of the latter, he mentions 
the bankrupt laws, which are not properly calculated to 
guard the fair trader againft defigns of the fraudulent. 

The following is the author’s account of the revenues of the 
United Provinces, with that of their military and naval power, 
‘ The 
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« The common revenue of this republic confifts in the ordinary 
funds which the Seven Provinces provide every year, according 
to their feveral proportions, upon the petition of the council of 
ftate, and computation of the charge of the enfuing year, given 
io by them tothe ftates general ; and as well upon what is levied 
in the conquered towns and country of Brabant, Flanders, or the 
Rhine: and this revenue generally amounts to about 25,000,000 
of cuilders a year. j ; 

« The principal funds out of which this revenue is raifed, are 
the different excifes, the caftoms, and the land-tax. The excifes 
are fo very high and general, that they are not to be paralleled in 
any part of Europe ; as there is fearcely one article of the necef- 
faries of life in this country but what pays this heavy tax; the 
cuftoms, as I have already obferved, are low and eafy, and that 
part of the revenue is applied particularly to the admiralty ; the 
‘land-tax is likewife moderate, on account of the great expences 
‘the landholders are at in fupporting their dikes and windmills, 
and in keeping the country dry, Out of this revenue are paid all 
the military forces by land and fea; all the public officers of the 
flare ; all their ambaffadors and minifters in foreign countries ; 
and the intereft of all the public debts of the States General, 
which at \the clofe of the war in 1748 was very confiderable ; 
but fince that time it has been diminifhed. Befides the debt of 
the generality, all the provinces refpe@ively have very great pub- 
lic debts, the intereft of which is paid out of the provincial re- 
venues. The province of Holland at the treaty of Aix la Cha. 
pelle had a debt of above 140,000,000. 0f guilders, 13,500,c00 
pounds iterling, for which they paid an intereft of three per cent. 
But as the republic has been in peace ever fince that time, they 
‘have reduced this debt very much ; and the intereft upon a preat 
part of it is now only at two and a half per cent, ‘The intereft 
“is paid with gréat exaétnefs, fo that no perfon ever demands it 
twice ; atid when they pay off any part of the principal, thofe 
who are the proprietors of it receive it with great reloctance, 
not knowing how to place it out to intereft again with fuch eafe 
and fafety: and the principal part of the revenue of numbers of 
private families is received at the public cantores, cither of the 
generality or of the feveral provinces, where thefe public debts are 
~regiftered. : 

‘All the public debts of thefe provinces, including thofe of 
the generality, and of the particular provinces and cities, amount 
“to very near 50,000,000 pounds fterling. All the excifes and 
taxes that are laid upon landed property and immoveable poflef- 
*fions are colle&ted by he magiftrates of the feveral places, and 
by them paid into the receivers, becaufe both-the number and 
value of them are conftant and eafily known: but thofe which 
arife out of. uncertain confamptions, are generally farmed out to 
pecple who bid moft for them; fome for three months, fome for 
fix, and fome every year. Thecollection, receipt, and payment 
of all the public money are made without any fee to officers, 
; whe 
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who receive fixed falaries from the ftate, which they dare not,it- 
creafe by any private practices or extortions ; fo that a bill of any 
public debt, payable to the bearer, or to order, is here like a 
bank bill, or a bill of exchange, 

« The extraordinary revenues of this ftate are, when upon any 
prefling occafion, or in the time of war or public danger, the 
generality agree to levy extraordinary contributions ; as-fome- 
times the one hundredth penny of the eftates of all the inha- 
bitants, the poll-tax, or-any other fubfidies and payments, ac- 
cording as they can agree, and as the occafion is more or lefs 
prefing. 

¢ Formerly they laid a tax upon all thofe who travelled in their 
country, whether in the tracfcouts, or in a coach, ina waggon, 
or on horfeback ; which was then thought to be very oppreflive 
and difgufting by all ranks of people; but in the Jaf war they 
had with France this tax was made perpetual, and is now bes 
come a part of the provincial revenue. The taxes in this coun 
try are at prefent fo heavy and fo general, that it is almoft im- 
pofibie to augment the public revenue by this means, without 
endangering a commotion in the ftate ; and whatever extraor- 
dinary revenue is raifed in the prefent ftate of their affairs, muft 
be raifed by extraordinary contributions among the principal in- 
habitants: and certainly there is no country perhaps in the 
known world of equal] extent where there is fuch a mafs of riches ; 
and where a great part of the individuals are better in a fituation 
to make public contributions of this nature, than they are in 
thefe provinces. , 

© T believe it will be found that the Hollanders have, at this 
time, about 30,000,0c0 of pounds fterling in the Englith funds ; 
and fince the bankruptcy which France made in the year 1769, 
their capitalin the public funds of that kingdom has been efti- 
mated only at:28,000,000 of pounds flerling : with the emperor 
and the princes of Germany, and with Denmark, Sweden, and 
Ruffia, they have about 15,000,0co more; to which if -we add, 
at a moderate computation, 40,000,000 of pounds fterling of 
their own debts, it will be feen that the perfonal property of the 
inhabitants of this ftate, exclufive of their ftock in trade, money 
jn circulation, bank, &c, jewels, and other ornaments, amount 
to 113,000,000 of pounds fterling : an amazing mafs of treafure 
for a ftate where the greateft number of her inhabitants. never 
exceeded 2,000,000. 

« Their ftanding land forces at prefent, fuppofing all their re- 
giments to be complete, are 32,000 men, and are compofed of 
the troops of feveral of the little. princes in Germany, of Scotch, 
of Swifs, of Walloons, and-of the defefters from almoft every 
ftate of Europe; there are very few of the natives of the Seven 
Provinces in their army, except the officers. Thefe troops. are 
paid differently, according to the, contracts made with the re- 
{petive ftates from whom they were hired, , The admiralties in 
time of peace maintain about five or fix and thirty fhips of 7 
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of different burthens, for conveying and proteéting their traditig 
fhips, and for any fudden accidents of the ftate. The eftimates 
for the yearly expences of the army, and for the repairs of fors 
trefles, magazines, &c. amount to about 720,000 pounds; the 
common eftimate of the admiralties, for the maintenance of ghis 
fleet and for the building of fhips, is about-550,000 pounds 2 
year. I count 1,000,000 of guilders for 90,0c0 pounds. 

‘ In their former wars they had about 60,000 landmen in their 
pay, and a fleet of above roo fail of men of war at fea: and upon 
extraordinary occafions they have raifed, in the provinces, very 
néar 4,000,000 of pounds fterling yearly; of which the province 
' of Holland alone raifed 2,150,000 pounds, 

‘ Certainly the United Provinces are in a fituation to fupport 
a war by fea with any power in Europs, except England, and 
that with advantage; but notwithfanding all their land forces, 
and their frontier towns and fortreffes, I am afraid they would 
be obliged to.call in their allies to their affiftance, if they were 
attacked with only an army of 40,000 men, who were well dif- 
ciplined and commanded. It is true their troops_make a great 

arade in reviews, exercifes, &c. but when they came. to action, 
in their laft war againft the troops of France, the States foon 
perceived that exercifing and reviewing alone were not fuilicient 
toinfpire troops with bravery.’ 


In the next chapter, the author treats of the caufes of the 
various revolutions that have happened in the Low Countries ; 
afcribing thofe events to a diffatisfaction among the people, 
which is indeed the moft general, as well as the moft natural 
caufe of revolutions in every country. According to jhis re- 
prefentation, many of the Dutch are far from_ being pleafed 
with the prefent form of their government, He tells us, that 
the generality of the better fort of people in thofe provinces, 
who are not immediately dependent on the prinec of Orange, 
are diffatisfied that the office of ftadtholder: fhould be ren- 
dered a part of their conftitution ; and that even the moft ma- 
derate people make no fcruple of declaring to their friends, 
that they -are ftill at a lofs wherher. they fhall educate their 
children in the ideas of a ftadholderian government, or thofe 
of a genuine republic. Mr. Williams hence concludes, that 
notwithftanding the union which appears to fubfift.in~ this 
ftate, it is not firmly eftablifhed;.and that it is not fo much 
affection to the government, as fear and. prudence, which pre- 
ferves the tranquility of the republics: : Such, we: daqubt not, 
are the fenriments at prefent of many of the Dutch; but there 
is ground to prefume, that a few more years of moderate ad- 
miniftration may eradicate thofe. prejudices; efpecially among 
a people fo little difpofed to fpeculation, and fo immerfed jn 
bufinefs, as the Hollanders, : 


In 

























































42 Williams's Rie, Progre/i, &c. of Northern Covernnients. 
In the account of Denmark, -Mr. Williams follows the fame 
plan which be had purfued in, that of the United Provinces ¢ 
beginning with the hiftory ef the nation, and afterwards deli- 
neating its prefent ftate. He obferves, that notwithftanding 
“many falutary regulations int this kingdom, the courts of judi 
cature are extremely liable to corruption. A poor man éan 
“never obtain juftice again{t one of the nobility, or any perfon 
who is favoured by the court. For if the laws are fo clearly 
in favour.of the former, that the judges cannot decently de- 
cide the caufe to his prejudice, the. latter obtains from the 
-king enher-a writ to ftop all proceedings, or a difpenfation 
from obferving particular laws, A ftronger inftance of def- 
_potifm cannot be produced, than fuch an arbitrary interpo- 
fition of the regal power, which direétly violates the moft 
facred principles of political affociation among mankind. 
“While the corruption of the government is fo great, it cannot 
‘be expected that the commerce of the nation fhould be flou- 
‘rifhing ; and Denmark therefore is at prefent one of the 
_moft indigent and diftreffed ftatesin Europe ; her agriculture 
“and manufaGtures in a languifhing condition, and the people 
at the fame time opprefled.with an almoft intolerable load of 
taxes. 

The Danith army confifts of regular troops and militia, and 
of the former the greater part is compofed of German mer- 
cenaries. ‘The number of the cavalry is eleven regiments; and 
of the infantry fixteen, of two batallions each, At prefent, 

_-the cavalry and dragoons amount toten thoufand men, and the 
infantry and artillery to about thirty thoufand. 

Every perfon in the kingdom who pofleffes three hundred and 
fixty acres of land, is obliged to furnifh one man for the mi- 
litia,, and pay half the expence of a man for the corps de re- 
ferve. Four regiments, confifting each of twelve companies 
of a hundred and fifty men, are raifed in Denmark ; the Danith 
dominions in Germany furnith militia in nearly the fame pro- 
portion; but the kingdom of Norway forms the greateft part 
of the national force. : 

The fleet of the king of Denmark is compofed of 
‘thirty thips of the line, with fifteen or fixteen frigates; but 

- many of them being out of repair, our author is of opinion, 
that the government would find difficulty to equip twenty 
‘ thips upon the greateft emergency. 

The following paflage excites‘a mean idea of the pecuniary 
refources of the Danifh crown, as well as places the profligacy 
of the adminiftration in a very ftriking light. 


_ © Soon after the birth of the prince royal, when the king, by 
the advice of his council, refolved to travel into England, saa 8 
an 
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and other parts of Europe, every means was ufed to raife money» 
in the ordinary way, to defray the expences of this journ¢y, but 
without any effeét; fo that at:length they were obliged to borrow 
a large fum of money of the baron de Schimmelman, upon a 
mortgage of part of the revenues of Norway; and after the king’s 
return, in the beginning’ of the year 1769, when a bill of ex- 
change for nezr 100,c00 pounds iterling was drawn from France 
upon the treafury of Denmark, for the payment of the manu- 
factured goods which the king was obliged to take of that polite 
people during the fhort ftay he made among them, as there 
was not money enough found in the treafury for the payment 
of that fam, they were obliged to have recdurfe again to Schim- 
melman for the greateit part of this money upon the fame mort- 
gage; fo that this artful and intriguing baron is now. not only 
become miafter of ‘the greateft part of the revenues of Norway, 
particularly of the mines, but-he has likewile got himfelf to be 
appointed treafurer of Denmark. 

‘ In the fame year it was refolved to eftablifh a flate lottery 
at Altona for the payment of this debt, which was to be gua- 
rantied by the king; and as fuch a lottery was a new thing in 
this country, and the propofals fair, with at leaft the appearance 
of juftice, a great number of Danes, as well as many itrangers, 
fubfcribed to it upon the public faith; but how great was their 
difappointment and concern when they found that they had been 
made dupes, and that all the great prizes in this lottery fell into 
the hands of Moltke, Schimmel man, fome of the other minifters, 


and their friends: the national faith as well as the national ho- | 


nefty were prottituted to the avarice of thofe people: to complain 
to the king would be to bring’on fudden deftruction ; and there- 
fore to fee their country plundered, their government diferedited, 
and to mourn in filence was all the confolation that the honeft 
Danes had on this occafion.’ fe . 


The kingdom of. Sweden exhibits a profpect no Ie{s melan- 
choly then Denmark. Its dominions are acknowledged. to be 
nearly as extenfive as thofe of France; and yet, according toa 
calculation laid before the diet in the year 1770, the inhabir- 
ants amounted to no more than two millions three hundred 
and fifty thoufand ;-of which number almolt eleven thoufand 
are nobility, who are invefted with privileges and immunities 
extremely injurious’ to the, democratical part of the nation. 
Public juftice, we are informed, is as much perverted here ag 
in the adjacent kingdom before-mentioned, not by the op- 
preflive authority of the crown, but the corruption of ‘he 
judges. To which we may add,-that- nothing can be more 
abfurd than the internal policy of this country. _ While they 
continue to profecute a variety of ruinous manufaétures, in 
which they are perpetually underfold at every foreign market, 
fo great are the difcouragements to agriculture, that only a 
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fmall part of the ‘lands is cultivated, and the provifions im- 
ported from other countries frequently bear fuch a price, that 
the lower clafs of the people has difficulty to find a fubfiftence. 
Every farmer is prohibited by law to keep more than one fer- 
vant for the cultivation of his land, if he has ever fo great an 
eftate to improve; and he is alfo debarred the privilege of 
making a divifion of his farm, Whoever attempts to culti- 
vate fmall parcels of land, are folemnly declared from the pul- 
pit, every year, to be vagabonds, and are forced into the mi- 
litary fervice, from which they can never be releafed except 
they are maimed or difabled. It is computed, that on account 
of thofe impolitic feverities, ten thoufand men emigrate yearly 
from the kingdom. 

The militia of Sweden confifts of thirty-eight thoufand men, 
which, with four thoufand regular troops in Pomerania, and 
two thoufand foot guards, forms the military eftablifhment of 
the kingdom, ‘The naval power is at prefent not near fo re- 
fpeGiable, Inthe year 1770, when our author was at Carlo- 
crona, where the fleet is ftationed, it confifted of no more 
than about twenty old fhips of the line, the half of which 
rotten, and ten or eleven frigates and floops of war, almoft in 
the fame fituation. | 

Mr. Williams informs us, that the ftanding revenues of 
Sweden amount to about 10,104,406 dollars of filver mint, 
which in the year 1769, when the pound fterling was worth 
about fifty-one copper dollars, was about 594,130 1. yearly. 
Very near a third of this fum is appropriated to the fupport 
of the royal family, and the remainder to that of the civil and 
military eftablifhments. 

The wretched fituation of this country is fufficiently apparent 
from the following account of its commerce. 


¢ The inhabitants of Sweden, fays Mr. Williams, have very 
little {pecie in circulation ; large pieces of copper ftamped and 
fall bank notes are their only circulating money. The balance 
of {pecie which they receive from England and Holland is chiefly 
drawn off by France: and as the other powers from whom they 
draw a great part of their grain and other provifions have like- 
wife a great balance againf them, for which thofe powers refufe 
payment in the current paper circulation of this country, the 
Swedifh merchants are obliged to procure themfelves bills of 
exchange upon England, Holland, Hambourg, &c. wherewith 
to make their payment: and this is one great fource of their 
unheppinefs. 

« At a time when the exchange is about fifty Swedifh copper 
dollars for a pound flerling, a merchant, for inftance, buys upa 
quantity of corn or any other merchandize in foreign countries, 
which he is to pay for’ in bills of exchange, and ne 
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fells it out for Swedifh money, fo as to gain, as he imagines, a 
teafonable profit ; but before he has got his bills ready to make 
his payment, the courfe of exchange is fo raifed by une demand 
for bills, and partly by artifice, that the pound flerling is worth 
‘feventy, eighty, or one hundred copper dollars, and confequently 
this merchant, fo far from being a gainer by his contraéts, be- 
comes a very confiderable lofer, and thinks himfelf happy if 
he can prevent his bankruptcy. ‘This is fo frequeatly the cafe in 
Sweden, fcarcely a week pafling without there being fome con- 
fiderable alteration in the exchange, that merchants. are greatly 
intimidated, not.only, if I may ufe the expreflion, from enter- 


ing into a fpeculative commerce, but from entering deeply into . 


any commerce at all. Indeed when there is a great balance of 
trade againft any country, and when the means for payment 
of that balance becomes thus’ difficult and uncertain; the mer- 
chant will always ftand upon a very precarious foundation ; 
his credit will be greatly limited, and he cannot expect to reap 
thofe advantages from commerce that another can whofe credit 
is better eftablifhed. ‘Fhis is the cafe of the Swedith merchants, 
who are frequently obliged to draw bills upon England and 
Holland upon fpeculation,’ and confequently muft pay much 
above the ufual courfe of exchange for the fame, which is a tax 
upon their foreign commerce too great for merchants of their 
{mail capital to bear. 

‘ For this, and other reafons of the like nature, the principal 
merchants of this country are fond of monopolizing the different 
branches of commerce, and of raifing the prices of their mer- 
chandize to an unwarrantable height. Thus the different forts 
of their iron, their copper, and brafs: wire are made monopolies 
by private perfons, who enhance the price of them to fuch a 
degree, that the merchants of other flates, particularly the 
Ruffians, can bring the fame kinds of commodities to foreign 
markets at a much cheaper rate than thofe of this country can 
bring theirs. 

‘ ‘Their trade to Portugal and Spain for falt, fruit, and wines 
is not.much againft them, efpecially the former, as they barter 
their iron, fith, and copper in exchange for thefe articles ; they 
could not fubfift without great quantities of falt, not only for 
their ordinary confumption, but for preferving their herrings, 


with which likewife they carry on a confiderable commerce to. 


all parts of Europe. From the port of Gottenbourg alone they 
export, one year with another, 150,000 barrels of herrings to 
the different parts of Europe. 

‘ The worft branch of trade which they have is what they 
carry on with France, as it draws off all their. ready money for 
the objects of Juxury only, and takes off very little of their na- 
tural commodities, except a fmall quantity of brafs wire and of 
iron. It is calculated that Sweden makes about 21,000 ton of 
iron yearly, of which England, and in fact the Britifh do- 
minions, take off from 16 to 19,000 ton, and Fiance only 200 

2 ton. 
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ton. Sweden takes of France a great quantity of wine, filks, 
and a variety of other little articles of luxury. From Great 
Britain fhe takes only a fmall quantity of tin, iead, Newcaftle 
coals, fugar, and fundry {mall articles of manufa€ture which 
the captains of merchant fhips fmuggle into the kingdom. 
From Holland they receive fpices, coffee, fiigar, and a variety 
of little articles from the Weft-India iflands. ‘Their trade with 
all parts of the Baltic is againft them, as they are obliged to 
draw from thence great quantities of grain and of all kinds of 
piovifions.’— — 
~~‘ There are few foreign merchants in Sweden; the laws of 
that kingdom are rather fevere again{t them: no foreign mer- 
chant who has lived any time in Sweden can retire and carry off 
his property with him without paying one third part of it to 
the povernment, even though fuch merchant has been naturalized 
in the kingdom. ‘The fame law iikewife enaéts, that the one 
third part of all-the property of any foreign merchant who dies. 
in Sweden fhall be forfeited to the crown; but this law has not 
been fo beneficial to the Swedes as formidable to foreign mer- 
chants, efpecially the Eoglifh, who for that and other reafons 
never think of marrying and fettling in this kingdom fo long as 
their affairs are in good order to return home with a competent 
eftate and credit, the former of which they may eafily remit by 
bills of exchange. Hence therefore, by examining and comparing 
the policy and legal regulations of Sweden relating to commerce, 
wotwithftanding their boafied liberties, with the policy and re- 
gulations of other commercial nations, it will foon be feen that 
as long as the prefent regulations and plan of policy are con- 
tinued this nation can never be brought into a flourifhing ftate by 
her agricalture; manufactures, or commerce, and that every at- 
tempt which is made tewards it, before their whole political fy- 
lem is altered, will prove abortive.” 


From this author’s reprefentation of the ftate of thofe two 
northern kingdoms, we have authority to pronounce, that the go- 
vernment of each ishighly. detective inthe moft eflential parts of 
civil polity; and that a degree of barbarifm, unknown ever 
to their Gothic anceftors, pervades their fyftems of admi- 
niftration. : 
“[ To be concluded in our next. } 
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Tie Hiffory of Great Britain, from the frf Invajfion of it by the 
Romans uader Julius Cefar. Wristen on a new Plan. By 
Robert Henry, D. D. Vol. HI. gto. il. is. boards. { Continued 
from Vol. XLIV. 7.9.) Cadell. 


N continuing our examination of this work, we often meet 
with matter for reprehenfion. And we proceed in the ne- 
ceffary but difagreeable tafk of illuRrating our cenfure by ex- 
amples. 
The 
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‘The plan of this work, though ftrongly marked, and dif 
tinatly feparated by general divifions, is often violated from in-~- 
attention and careleffnefs. Church mufic, thoogh apart of the ce-’ 
remonial of religion, is not treated in the chapter which has for 
its title the hiftory of religion,’ but is deferibed in the chapter 
concerning arts. Eating is not clafied by the author among-the 
necefjary arts, but is treated as a part of manners, .Among the 
pleafing arts he enumerates fatirical verfes; and among the 
neceflary ones he ftates the art of embroidery. Infringements 
ef his own plan, fo obvious and ftriking, do not deferve com- 
mendation. 

To the laws of Henry I. he app»als without hefitation, con- 
fidering them as authentic. Yet doubts, well founded, are 
entertained comcerning them. Of thefe, no intimation is 
given; and the inadvertent reader is led to confider, as a 
decifive evidence, an ignorant compilation, ora fhamelefs for- 
gery. If the author had compared the laws afcribed to Henry 
I. with the Salique and :Ripuarian codes, he might have learned 
that the former are often only tranfcripts of the latter. 

‘The general of the militia of the Saxon times, was the ear/, 
in the opinion of the author in one place of hts work. Yet, 
from other paflages it is to be inferred as his notion, that the 
fiudal Aftem prevailed not among the Anglo-Saxons; and the 
earl is univerfally allowed to bea feudal dignity. But waving 
this abfurdity, we krow from the Anglo-Saxon laws, that the 
beretoch, and not the earl, was the ofacer who commanded in 
thofe times, and called out the force of the county. In thefe 
kaws a minute defcription is given of the ele&ion of -this officer 
and of his duties *. 

To all in the order of barons, Dr. Henry afions, without 
difcrimination, the prerogative of punithing capitally or with 
death. But there is no evidence in hiftory to fupport this opi- 
nion. This prerogative belonged exclufively to earls-palatine, 
or the higheit nobility, who had a princely jurifdigtion in their 
eftates or territories ¢. He would advance every darcay into a 
palatinate, and forgets a diftinéion that is familiar to every 
perfon, who has ftudied with a decent attention the hiftory of 
the middle times. 7 , 

The Scottith ftatute of guild is afcribed by the author to 
Alexander II, and he ventures to reafon from it asa regulation 
of this prince. Yet to'this prince it belongs not. There is at 
feaft no proper foundation for imputing itto him. This fta- 
tute is to be found in the treatife De judictis, of which the age 
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is unknown. Dr. Henry might rely indeed on the authority of 
Skene ; but Skene is a writer whofe blunders have thrown an 
obicurity over the laws and hiftory of Scotland, 

Aiter remarking, that too great an intenfenefs of thought 
was the caufe of the logical fubtilties of the twelfth century, 
the author gives the following example of it, which feems to 
turn whaf he had faid into ridicule. 


‘ When a hog is carried to-market with a rope tied about its 
neck, which is held at the other end by a nan, whether is the 
hog carried to market by the rope or by the man? This appears 
to us to be too ridiculous to be mentioned ; but it appeared in a 
very ferious light to the logicians of this period, who declared, 
with great gravity, that it was one of thofe gueftions that could 
not be folved, the arguments on both fides were fo perfectly 
equal. Ina word, the far greateft part of the queftions that 
were inveftigated by the logicians of thofe times, as John of. Sa- 
lifbury juftly obferves, ‘* were of no ufe, in the church or the 
flate, in the cloifter or the court, in peace or war, at home or 
abroad, or any where but in the fchools.” i kote a 


He chara&terifes as a troubadour, or poet, Richard I. of Eng- 
land. And he appeals to the Catalogue of royal and noble Au- 
thors as his authority. He even afferts that one of the poems 
of Richard was publifhed in this work. Yet in this work no 
fuch poem is to be found; and Mr. Walpole, the ingenious 
author, is of opinion, that Richard was no poet, and that it 
is abfurd to metamorphofe this ambitious and reftlefs monarch, 
into the foft lute-loving hero of poefy *, : : 

By affeéting to confider the difpute about the antiquity of 
our conftitution ‘asa queftion of no great importance,’ Dr, 
Henry muft have intended to fuperfede the neceflity and the 
Jabour of all refearches of this fort. And, in faé&, he has 
avoided all formal inveftigation of the fubje&t. In this view, 
his indolence is reprehenfible, and his fears to lofe himfelf in 
a path fo intricate, are to be confidered as unmanly. But if 
he is to be underftood ferioufly, his way of thinking will be 
found to be abfurd. For what can be more wild than the fug- 
geftion, that a great nation ought to entertain no curiofity for 
difquifitions into the ancient ftate of its government? 

It is in a fimilar method that he avoids all inquiries concern- 
ing the introduion of the feudal fyftem into Scotland. He 
abandons his reader to the writers who have fubmitted to the 
drudgery of this {peculation, and is not afraid exprefsly to 
‘firm, ‘ that it would be improper to revive bis uzimportant con- 
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troverfy, by repeating the fentiments of different authors, and 
their arguments in fupport of thefe fentiments.’ Is it impro- 
per to revive an enquiry that promifes to explain the. confti- 
tution and forms of the Scottifh parliament, that is to furnith 
a picture of its ancient ftate in legiflation and manners, that is 
to hold out the condition of its fociety, and, in a word, to ree 
fle& an infinite light to its ftory? It is improper indeed to re- 
peat with fervility what other men have written, to be: the 
echo of other men’s fentiments, Anda writer who has no- 
thing original to communicate, has no call to obtrude himfelf 
upon the public. : 

Amidft furprifing negle&s and errors in matters of impor- 
tance, there is yet in our author an affeflation of exaénels, 
and perfpicuity in minute and trifling particulars. Of David 
king of Scotland, he obferves, that he died ‘ exa@ly five 
months before king Stephen.’ Of Becket he has faid, that he 
had a cholic on a Monday of O&tober, inthe year 1164. And 
of a poem of the twelfth century he records, that it had no 
fewer than 3646 lines. ‘To this ftrange exactnefs, he joins at 
times an affeCtation of point and fagacity, which appears to us 
to be equally ridiculous. Thus of Henry If. he pronounces 
‘ that his eyes were mild, unlefs when he was angry.? And 
of Rufus he has remarked, that £ as he was never married he 
‘Jeft no legitimate iffue.’ 

It is irkfome to dwell on imperfections, and it may be now . 
proper to lay before our readers, without any obfervations, a few 
pages of this work. The death of Becket, an interefting por- 
tion of hiftory, and in which many of our hiftorians have ex- 
erted themfelves, is thus defcribed by our author. 


« When Becket had refted about eight days at Canterbury, 
where he had been vifited by very few perfons of rank, he fet 
out with a defign to wait upon the young king at Woodftock, 
in order to appeafe his anger, and regain his favour, by valuable 
prefents, and other means. As he approached London, of 
which he was a native, prodigious crouds of men, women, and 
children, came out to meet him, and conducted him through 
the city to his lodgings in Southwark with loud acclamations, 
in return for which he fcattered amongft them both money and 
epifcopal benediétions. But his vanity was foon after mortified 
by a meflage from the young king, forbidding him to proceed 
any further, or to enter any royal town or caitle ; and command- 
ing him to return immediately to Canterbury, and confine him- 
felf within the precinéts of his church. After hefitating ome 
time, he refolved to comply with this meflage; and returned to 
Canterbury, efcorted by a company of armed men, to protect 
him from any fudden affault. Here he refided about a week in 
great folitude, receiving daily accounts of frefa infults offered to 
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his friends, and depredationscommitted on his eftates; which 
made him fay to one of his greateft confidents, That he was now 
‘convinced this quarrel would not end without blood; bur that 
he was determined to die for the liberties of the church. On 
Chriftmas day he preached in the cathedral; and at the end of 
his fermon pronounced a fentence of excommunication again 
Ranulph de Broc, (his great enemy), Robert de Broc, and 
“almoft all the king’s moft familiar fervants, with vifible marks 
of the moft violent anger in his voice and countenance. 

_* When the archbifhop of York, with the bifhops of London 
and Salibury, arrived in Normandy, they threw themfelves at 
the king’s feet, and implored his proteétion from that difgrace 
and rpin with which they were threatened by the primate, paint- 
ing the violence of his proceedings againft themfelves, and 
others, in fuch ftrong colours, that Hecry fell into one of thofe 
_ violent fits. of paffion to which he was liable. In the height af 
his fury he cried cut,—=** Shall this fellow, who came to court 
on a lame horfe, with all his eftate.in a wallet behind ‘him, 
trample upon his king, the royal family, and the whole king- 
dom? Will‘none of all thofe lazy cowardly knights whom “f 
maintain, deliver me from this turbulent prieft?” 

© This paflionate exclamation made too deep an impreflion on 
fome of thofe who heard it, particularly on the four following 
barons, Reginald Fitz-Urfe, William de Tracy, Hugh de Mor- 
vile, and. Richard Breto, who formed a refolution, either to 
terrify the archbifhop into fubmiffion, or to put him to death, 

Having laid their plan, they left the court at different times, 
and tock different routes, to prevent fufpicion; but being con- 
ducted by the devil, as fome monkifh hiftorians tell us, they all 
arrived at the callie of Ranulph de Broc, about fix miles from 
Canterbury, on the fame day, December 28th, and almoft at 
the fame hour. Here they fettled the whole fcheme of their 
proceedings, and next morning early fet out for Canterbury, 
accompanied by a body of refolute men, with arms concealed 
under their cloaths. Thefe men they placed in different parts 
of the city to prevent any interruption from the citizens. The 
four barons above named then went unarmed, with twelve of 
their company, to the archiepifcopal palace, about eleven o’clock 
forenoon, and were admitted into the apartment, where the 
archbifhop fat converfing with fome of his clergy. After their 
admiffion a long filence enfued, which was at length broken by 
Reginald Fitz Urfe, who told. the archbifhop, that they were 
fent by the king to command him to abfolve the prelates, and 
others, whom “he had excommunicated; and then to go to 
Winchefter, and make fatisfaGtion to the young kiog, whom he 
had endeavoured to dethrone. Ov this a very long and violent 
altercation followed, in the courfe of which they gave feveral 
hints, that his life was in danger if he did not comply. But he 
semained undaunted in his refufal. Ac theit departure they 
charged pis fervants not to allow him to flee; on which he wie’ 
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out with great vehemence, —** Flee! I will never flee from any 
man living. I am not come to flee, but to defy the rage of 
impious affaffins.” When they were gone, his friends blamed 
him for the roughnefs of his anfwers, which had inflamed the | 
fury of his enemies, and earneftly preffed him to make his 
efcape; but he only anfwered,—** I have no need of your ad- 
vice. — I know what I ought todo.” The barons with their 
accomplices finding that threats were ineffe€tual, put on their 
coats of mail; and taking each a {word in his right hand, and 
an ax in his left, returned to the palace; but found the gate 
fhut. When they were preparing to break it open, Robert de 
Broc conducted them up a back ftair, and let them in at a win- 
dow. Accry then arofe, ** They are armed! they are armed !” 
on which the clergy hurried the archbifhop_ almoit by force into 
the church, hoping that the facrednefs of the place would pra= 
tec&t him from violence. They would alfo have fhut the door, 
but he cried out,—‘* Begone, ye cowards! I charge you on 
your obedience, do not fhut the door. What! will you make 
a caftle of achurch?” The confpirators having fearched the . 
palace, came to the church, and one of them crying,—‘* Where 
is that traitor? where is the archbifhop?” Becket advanced 
boldly, and faid, ** Here I am, an archbifhop, but no traitor!” 
‘* Flee,” cried the confpirator, ‘‘ or you are a dead man.” 
«* I will never flee,” replied Becket. William de Tracy then 
took hold of his robe, and faid, You are my prifoner; come 
along with me. .Bat Becket fcizing him by the collar, thook 
him with fo much force, that he almoft threw him down. De 
Tracy, enraged at this refiltance, aimed a blow with his fword, 
which almoft cut off the arm of one Edward Grim, a prieft, 
and flightly wounded the archbifhop on the head. By three 
other blows given by the other three confpirators, his fcull was 
cloven almoft in two, and his brains fcattered about the pave- 
ment of the church. 

‘ Thas fell Thomas Becket, December zgth, A. D. 1170, in 
the fifty-third year of his age, and ninth of his pontificate. He 
was evidently a man of very great abilities, particularly of con- 
fummate cunning, undaunted courage, and invincible conftancy 
in the profecution of his defigns. But his-fchemes were of a 
moft pernicious tendency, to emancipate the minifters of religion 
from the reftraints of law, and to fubje& his king and country 
to a foreign power. He was vain, obftinate, and implacable; 
as little affeéted by the entreaties of his friends, as by the threats > 
of his enemies. His ingratitude to his royal benefaftor admits 
of no excufe, and hath fixed an indelible ftain upon his charac- 
ter. Though his murderers were highly criminal, his death 
was very feafonable, and probably prevented much mifchief and 
_confufion. 

« Few events in hiftory have made a greater noife than the 
murder of archbifhop Becket. It was generally imputed to the 
commands of the King of England, aad seprefented as the moft 


€X- 








42 Henry’s Hiftory of Great Britain. Vol. TIT. 


execrable deed that ever had been perpetrated. The king of 
France, the earl of Blois, the archbifhop of Sens, and feveral 
other prelates, wrote accounts of it to the pope, in the moft 
tragleal ftrains, calling upon him to draw the fword of St. Peter, 
and infli&t fome exquifite punifhment on * that horrible per- 
fecutor of God, who exceeded Neto in cruelty, Julian in per- 
fidy, and Judas in treachery.” But none expreffed greater grief 
and horror at this deed than Henry himfelf, who broke out into 
the loudeft lamentations, refufed to fee any company, to take 
any food, or admit of any confolation for three days; of which 
he took care to have a pathetic narrative tranfmitted to the pope 
by the bifhop of Lizieux, declaring his innocence in the flrongeft 
terms, and iotreating his holinefs to fufpend all cenfures till he 
had examined into the truth,’ | 


While we have found ourfelves under the neceffity of ex- 
hibiting ftri@ures on the. matter of this hiftorian, it would 
have been a pleafure to us to have been able to have com- 
mended his ftyle and compofition. But this is not in our 
power; for the prefent volume is evidently inferior in every 
refpect to thofe which preceded it. The dignity of hiftorical 
narration is never attained by the author. His manner is dry 
and ¢old, and ferious even to fadnefs, And while he fo where 
prefents any fymptoms of elegance, he offends by a want of 
grammatical precifion and accuracy, which in the prefent cul- 
tivated ftate of our language is uncommon and difgufting. 
An attention to promote refinement in literature, difpofes us 
‘on this occafion to offer fome remarks; and that the author 
may have no juft reafon to complain, we fhall apply our dif- 
approbation with a gentlenefs, that is unequal to the errors 
to be pointed out} 

1. * Soon after this a Danifh fleet and army arrived on the 
Englifh coaft, to the affiftance of the confpirators; but hearing 
that they were fuppreffed, returned to Denmark without land- 
ing.’ p. 19. 

An Englifh writer will employ the expreffion to /uppre/s @ 
confpiracy; but will not fay that con/pirators were fuppreffed. 

2. Speaking of William Rufus, the author has this paffage. 
After his coronation he returned to Winchefter,. to take ‘a 
more particular account of his father’s treafures, which he 
found to amount to 60,0001. in money, equal in weight of 
filver to 180,o00l, and ix efficacy to goo,000l. of our money.’ 

. 28. 
é That William Rufas fhould Know the efficacy of money in 
the clofe of the eighteenth century, is a furprifing circum- 
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3. § The two armies, at their approach, being nearly equal, 
and ftruck with mutual awe, frood facing each other /everal 
days, without coming to ation.’ p. 43. 

4. Of Becket he thus fpeaks, ‘ On Chriftmas day he 
preached in the cathedral; and at the end of his fermon, pro- 
nounced a fentence of excommunication againft Ranulph de 
Broc; (his great enemy) Robert de Brock, and againft all. the 
king’s moft familiar fervants,’ with wifble marks of the moft 
Violent anger in his voice and countenance.’ p, 276 . 

That the voice, or that found is vifible, is rather an unfor- 
tunate expreffion. 

5. * Thefe ands fo granted, may Very well be confidered as 
the daily pay of a certain number of troops, which the perfons 
to whom they were granted, were obliged to keep in conftant 
readinefs.’ p. 333. 

- Jt feems to us a very improper mode of expreffion, to call 
bereditary grants of land or eftates in perpetuity a daily pay. 

6. © To the king’s ambaffadors he made the moft folemn 
promifes in private, that he would wing at their mafter’s giving 
inveftitures and receiving homage.’ p, z10. 

7. * The detection was fo undeniable, and foon became fo 
public, that the legate dared not to fhew his face; but /neaked 
out of England, with the greateit fecrecy and precipitation,’ 

» 224. 
F &. ‘ He divided two hundred, marks among the blood/uckers 
of the court.’ p. 239. 
 g. * Delve as much land with hand and foot.’ p. 452. 

10. * Addi&ed to, and greatly excelled im the woollen manu- 
fafory.’ p. 465. 

' 14. § Much addiéed to building royal caftles and palaces.’ 
P- 459+ 
' a2. ¢ Their countenances /2/l.’ p. 2y1. 

Expreffions like thofe we have noted, are common in 
every portion of the volume before us, and are too vulgar for 
hiftory. The fpecimen might be extended to a great length, 
if it were neceflary. But the remarks in this and in our former 
article, will poffibly be deemed fufficiently decifive of the merit 
of this hiftorian. And the reader may draw a conclufion from 
the whole. It might appear indelicate in us to ufe the ftrong 
language we are intitled to employ. We wifh at all times to 
fhew our intentions to promote literature; but willingly ab- 
ftain from inferences, which though juft are difagreeable, and 
might be reprefented as proceeding from a difpofition to cavil, 
or a propenfity to triumph over weaknefs and error. 
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The Laws .re[peivg, Women, as they regard their Natural Rights, 
or their Connedtions and Conduct, ° In ep Books, 8v0,.. 6% 
én boards. Johnifon. 
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6 lis AT the. great bulk of the body of the laws of this coun- 
try is a public grievance, few, who are in the leaft ac- 
quainted with the laws under which they live, will deny. 

It is a melancholy truth, that, during the prefent reign, of 

only fixteen feffions of parliament, our ftatute law has fwolen 
to a fize equal to all the ftatutes from Magna Charta down to 
the death of queen Anne—a period of five centuries. In an- 
other century, the moft learned of our judges will have as 
confined a knowledge of the laws, as the moft learned Chinefe 
bramin has of the language, of his country—the neceflary con- 
fequence of tautology and redundance. 
#.'To. arrange our. laws under proper heads, and to clafs 
them under diftinG titles, would be perhaps as great a fervice 
as any Englifhman could render to his country. Notwithftand- 
ing thefe are days of patriotifm, more hands are employed, we 
fear, to break the laws, than to mend, or to explain them.— 
The author of the book at prefent before us has thought as we 
think.’ He has fixed upon thofe laws which concern women; 
and we fincerely hope that-he will be followed by other gen- 
tlemen, under other heads—or_ rather, as he feems fo very well 
qualified for the tafk, we wifh foon to have occafion to pay 
our thanks to.him for his induftry and information, exerted 
to bring into one point of view fome other title of our law. 

This is not merely the compilation of a man of profeffional 
knowledge—the gentleman and the fcholar appear in it, as 
confpicuoufly as the lawyer.—In the fubfequent paffage the 
fentiments have not the lefS merit for being unfathionable ; 
and the ftyle, except an error or two which we fhall mark 
by Italicks, is by no means bad. 


« England has been ftiled the Paradife of women; nor can 
it be fuppofed thar in a country where the natural rights of man- 
kind ‘are enjoyed in as full an extent as is confiftent with the 
exiftence and. well-being of a great and extenfive empire, rhat 
the interefts of the fofter fex fhouid be overlooked.. A nation of 
men charaterifed for bravery, generofity, and a love fuperior 
to mean fafpicions, muft confider the happinefs of women as 
infeparably blended with their own. When public virtue pree 
vails, each individual will have the jufteft idea wherein his own 
private happinefs really confiits, and he will place it ia thofe 
domeftic endearments which ari/e cut of virtuous love: mutual 
confidence will ripen mutual affection, and the only family con- 
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téft will be who hall contribute mo# to the general ftock of hap- 
pinefs. .In proportion as the refinements of life, and the cre- 
ation of artificial wants oppofe themfelves to the fimplicity of 
nature, men rove at large in purfuit of gratification, and the 
band of domettic union y tele a relaxed. The natural rights 
of women therefore are moft readily acknowledged during thofe - 
periods of fociety, in which fimplicity of manners moft prevail. 
The ferocity of barbarifm is unfriendly to every foft fenfation ; 
love is then what a great critic {uppofes it to be in ¢ivilized fo- 
cieties, ** one of many paffions:” the only diftin&ion in fuch 
communities is that of the ftrong and the weak; and on the other 
hand, when unbridled luxury has rendered mankind debauched 
and unprincipled, the diffolute manners of a courtefan are ad- 
mired, whilft the folid accomplifhments of a virtuous woman 
have no attraétions. The men become domeftie defpots, and 
though the politenefs of fuch times may reftrain them from grofs 
aéts of violence, yet they indulge themfelves in a fpecies of 
cruelty not lefs oppreflive and painful, if the torture -of a faf- 
ceptible mind és fuperior to any bodily fuffering. Whilft men:al- 
low themfelves iz a wanton gratification of their paffions, they 
expect from their wives an unexeeptionable conduét, yet thefe 
very men are the moft forward and loud in ftigmatifing the 
whole fex as governed by whim, Caprice, inconftancy, and an 
unbounded love of pleafure, at the fame time shat they expect 
that a nice fenfe of honour fhould make them fteadily adhere to 
what is right; that the fatisfactions arifing from felf-approbation 
fhould lead them to overlook, or at leaft not to refent, ever 
fpecies of negligence and indifference fhewn them by thofe ‘huf- . 
bands ; and that the principles of duty and moral obligation 
fhould fortify them againft all the attacks of pleafure or vice. 
Do not fuch men indirectly and undefignedly pay the fex the 
higheft eulogium, whilft they profefledly inveigh againft them ; 
by fuppofing them to pofiefs principles that are proof againft the 
ftrongeft temptations combined? And experience furely proves, 
that their tacit praife is better founded than their open cenfure. 
But the who'e fyftem of aman of pleafure is built upon abfurdity 
and contradictions.’ 


The laws refpecting women our author has divided into four 
books. The firft treats of thofe laws which refpe& the 
perfonal rights of women ; the fecond of thofe which concern 
their property; in the third we find the crimes which women 
may commit, and their confequent punifhments; in the 
fourth all the Jaws refpediing parents, children, and minors— 
Thefe four books are, with great clearnefs and precifion, 
fubdivided into chapters; and every chapter into fedtions. 
And the points, of which the author treats, appear to be 
iliuftrated by all the learning, doétrines and. decifions down 
almoft to the prefent moment. In a word, we will venture to 
recommend this publication to the fine ledy, the fine gem 
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-tleman, and the law-ftudent—From a diligent perufal of it, the 
firft will learn the rank fhe holds in fociety, without endan- 
gering her morals or hér tafte; the fecond, if he defpife in- 
firugtion, will yet derive amufement; and the laft will ac- 
quire a regulated idea ‘of the numerous and perplexing laws 
refpe&ting the women of his country, for many of which he 


might perhaps in vain have ranfacked his memory and turned 
over his books. 

That our female readers may Jearn the punifhment our laws 
haye fixed on fcolds, we tranferive for their perufal the fub- 
fequent paffage, 

*‘ A common fcold, or communis rixatris, is ¢onfidered in 
the eye of the common law, as a public nuifance to her neigh- 
bours, for which offence fhe is indictable; the form of which 
_ Indiétment does not require the particulars of her offence to be 
fet forth, but the offence muft be fignified with convenient cer- 
tainty, and the indiftment muft conclude not only “ againft 
the peace, but to the common nuifance of divers of his majefty’s 
liege fubjects.” A cafe of this kind happened H. 19. Geo. If. 
K. and M. Cooper, on an indiétment for being ‘* a common 
and turbulent brawler, and fower of difcord againft her quiet 
and honeft‘neighbours, fo that fhe hath ftirred, moved, and in- 
cited divers ftrifes, controverfies, quarrels, and difputes amongtft 
his majefty’s liege people, againft the peace, &c.” on which in- 
diiment fhe was convicted. The punifhment for this crime, is 
to be placed in a certain engine of corre€tion, called a trebucket, 
cucking-ftool, or caftigatory, though now frequently corrupted 
into ducking-ftool, becaufe her furtherjudgment is, to be placed 
therein, and plunged into the water. Lord Coke fays, that 
cuck or guck, in the Saxon tongue, fignifies to feold or bawl ; 
taken from the bird cuckow, or quckhaw ; and fag in that lan- 
guage fignifies water, becoufe a fcolding woman was for her pu- 
uifhment fowfed in the water. And Mr. Burn remarks, that the 
common people in the northern parts of England, amongft 
whom the greateft remains of the ancient Saxons are to be 
found, pronounce it ducking-ffool; which perhaps may have 
fprang from the Belgick or Teutonick duckem, to dive under wa- 
ter ; trom whence alfo probably we dcenominate our dack, the 
water fow!; or rather it is more agreeable to the analogy and 
progrefs of language to aflert, that the fubftantive duck is the ori- 
ginal, and the verb made from thence; as much as to fay, that 
to auck is to do as that fowl does. 

« But though many men may be ftigmatized as ** turbulent 
brawlers, &c.”” yet the punishment for committing this kind of 
nuifance ‘* againft his majefty’s liege fubjeéts,” is confined to 
women only, which certainly does no credit either to the juftice 
or gallantry of our anceftors,’ 


Had we been painters, our ladies may fay, like the lion 
in the table, things would have been ordered otherwife. 
What 
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What this: writer fays under the head ‘-Gypfies,’ at. the 
fame time that it entertains and inftruéts, cannot fail, we 
fear, to make our readers fhudder at the feverity of fome of 
the laws under which they live, with the exiftence of which 
they were not, perhaps, before acquainted. 


« Of Gypfies, 


¢ Thefe are a counterfeit kind of rogues, that being Englith 
or Welch people, accompanied themfelves together, difguifed in 
the habit of. Egyptians ; blacking their faces and bodies, and 
framing to themfelves an unknown tongue, wander up and down, 
under pretence of telling fortunes, ahanng ie ignorant common 
people, and ftealing all that they can lay their hands on. Thefe 
are punifhable as vagabonds and beggars.—-Thefe are a ftrange 
kind of commonwealth among themfelves, of wandering im- 
poftors and jugglers ; who made their firk appearance in Ger- 
many about the beginning of the 15th century, and have fince 
fpread themfelves all over Europe and Afia. They were ori- 
ginally called Zinganus by the Turks, from their captain Zins 
ganeus, who when fultan Selim conquered Egypt ahout the year 
1517, refufed to fubmit to the Turkifh yoke, and retired into 
the defarts, where they lived by rapine and plunder, and fre- 
quently came down into the plains of Egypt, committing great 
outrages in the towns upon the Nile, under the dominion of the 
Turks. But being at length fubdued and banified from Egypt, 
they difperfed themfelves in fmall parties, into every country ia 
the known world; and as they were natives of Egypt, a coun- 
try where the occult fciences, or black art, asit was called, was 
fuppofed to have arrived to great perfection, and which in that 
credulous age was in great vogue with perfons of all religions 
and perfuafions; they found the people, wherever they came, 
very eafily impofed upon. In the compafs of a very few years, they 
gained fuch a number of idle profelytes, who imitated their lan- 
guage and complexion, and betook themfelves to the fame arts 
of chiromancy, begging and pilfering, that they became trou- 
blefome and even formidable to moft of the ftates of Europe. 
On which account they were expelled from France in the year 
1560, and from Sp2in in 1gg1 ; and the government in England 
took the alarm much earlier; for in 1530, they are defcribed 
by the ftatute 22 Heo. VIII, c. 10. as ‘* Outlandith people call- 
ing themfelves Egyptians; ufing no craft or feat of merchane 
dize, who have come into this realm,-and gone from fhire to 
fhire, and place to place, in great company, and ufed great, 
fubile, and crafty means to deceive the people, bearing them 
in hand, that they by palmiftry. could tell mens and womens 
fortunes; and fo many times by craft and f{ubtilty have de- 
ceived the people of their money, and alfo have committed 
many heinous felonies and robberies.” Wherefore they are di- , 
rected to avoid the realm, and not to return, under pain of im- 
prifonment, 
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prifonment, and forfeiture of their goods and chattels; and 

wpon their trials for any felony. which they may have com- 

mitted, they fhall not be entitled to a jury de medietate linguc. 

And afterwards it is enaéted, 1 & 2 P. and M. c.4 & 5 Eliz. 

c. 20. that if any fuch perfon fhall -be imported into this king- 

dom, the importer fhall forfeit 4ol. and if the Egpptians them- 

felves remain one month in this kingdom, or if any perfon be- 

ing fourteen years old, whether natural born fubje&s or a ftran- 

ger, which hath been feen or found in the fellowfhip of fuch ' 

gyptians, or which hath difguifed him or herfelf like them, 

fhall remain in the fame one month, at one or feveral times, it 

is felony without benefit of clergy. And fir-Matthew Hale in- 

forms us, that at one Suffolk affizes, no lefs than thirteen gypfies 

were executed upon thefe -ftatutes, a few years before the refto- 

ration. But tothe honour of our national humanity, there are 

no inftances more modern than this of carrying thefe laws into 

execution. Scotland alone feems to have afforded a friendly 

afylom for thefe emigrants, forin the year 1594, a letter patent 

by king James VI. of Scotland, afterwards king James J. of 

England, was granted to the leader and head of thefe people, 

wherein he is ftyled ** our beloved John Faw, lord and earl of 

Little Egypt,” which is now extant among the writs of privy \ 
feal. And the fame Faw appezrs to have been honoured long 
before that time, by the countenance and protetion of Mary 
Queen of Scots, as the fame record contains a writ of a fimilar 
tenor, dated 25 April, 1553; and 8 April, 1554, he obtained 
a pardon for the murder of Ninian Small. So that it appears, 
that he had continued Jong jn Scotland, (or perhaps fome part 
of the time in England) and itis poffible, that from him this 
kind of ftrolling pcople might receive the denomination which 
they ftill retain of Faw-gang. The aé 17 Geo. Il. c. 5. 
commonly known by the title of the Vagrant Aét, regards 
gypfies only under the general denomination of .rogues and va- 
gabonds,’ 








Foreigners, particularly Beccaria and Voltaire, complain 


alfo of other laws which are made to prevént the murder of 
baftard children. 


* Murder of a baftard child. — 


¢ Ifa man who is the reputed father of a baftard child un- 
born, or any other perfon whatever advifes the mother of it to 
murder it when born, and fhe does fo, that perfon is confidered 
as acceflary to the marder before the fact. For though he may 
not be prefent or affifting when the crime is committed, yet by 
‘counfelling or commanding another to commit the crime, he 
Hecomes fubje& to the punifhment inflicted on the crime itfelf. 
For the influence of the felonious advice continuing till the 
child was born, makes the advifer as much a felon as if he had 
‘given his advice after the birth. To conflitute an = 
. ere, 
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here, it is neceffary, that the party be abfent when the crime 
is committed, otherwife if -he be prefent, he incurs the guilt of a 
principal. For though in fome cafes an acceflary before the fac 
is confidered in a lefs criminal light than the aGtual perpetrator 
of the crime, and isfometimes allowed the benefit of his clergy, 
yet in this inftance the crime of each is confidered as equally 
great. If a woman is with child, and any gives her a potion to 
deftroy the child within her, and fhe takes it, and it works fo 
ftrongly that it kills her: thisis murder. For it was not given 
to'cure her of a difeafe, but unlawfully to deftroy the child within 
her; and therefore he thac gives her a potion to this end, mutt 
take the hazard, and if it kills the mother, it is murder. ‘ If 
any wontan be delivered-of any iffue of her body, male or female, 
which being born alive, fhould by the laws of this realm bea 
baftard, and the endeavour privately, either by drowning or fe- 
cret burying thereof, or any other way, either by herfelf, or. the 
procuring of others, fo to conceal the death thereof, as that it 
may not come to- light, whether it were born alive or not, but 
be conceaied, fhe fhall fuffer death as in cafe of murder, except 
fhe can prove by one witnefs at leaft, that the child was born 
dead.” By which law the concealment of the death is confidered 
as conclufive evidence of the child’s being murdered ; and that 
by the mother; but this fevere law is at this’ day more mildly 
interpreted ; and-fome kind of prefumptive evidence is required 
that the child was born alive, before the other conftrained pre- 
fumption is admitted, that the child was killed by its mother, 
becaufe it is concealed by her. It hath been adjudged, where a 
woman lay in a chamber by herfelf, and went to bed without 
pain, and waked in the night, and knocked for help, bat could 
get'none, and was delivered of a baftard child, and put it ina 
trunk, and did not difcover it till the following night, yet that 
fhe was not within the ftatute, becaufe fhe knocked for help. 
And if a-woman confefs herfelf with child beforehand, and af- 
terwards be furprized and delivered, nobody being with her, fhe 
is not within the ftatute, becaufe there was no intent of con- 
cealment, and therefore in fuch cafes it muft appear by figus 
of hurt upon the body, or fome other way, that the child was 
born alive.’ 


After exprefling our regret for the want of gallantry in 
the laws, which, in fome inftances, particularly in thofe of 
high treafon, or murder of the’ matrimonial companion, in- 
fli& feverer punifhments upon female than en male’ offenders ; 
we fhall-clofe’ our criticifm of this ufeful and inftraétive pub- 
lication with tranftribing what we find faid in ir of a woman, 
who deferved, perhaps, the moft cruel tortures tliat were ever 
infli&ed by any laws on any criminal. 


« A child may be baftardized by the folemn confeffion of the 
miother. As was the cafe of Richard Savage in 1697, whole 
Vor. XLV. Fam 1778, es mother, 
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mnother, Ann countefs of Macclesfield, having lived for fome 
time on very uneafy terms with her hufband, thought a public: 
confeilion of adultery the moft' obvious and expeditious method 
of obtaining her liberty; and therefore declared, that the child 
with which’ fhe was then great, was begotten by the earl Ri-- 
vers. Her hufband, as may be eafily imagined, being thus 
made no:lefs defirous of a feparation than herfelf, profecuted his 
' defign in the moft effectual manner; for he applied, not to the 
ecclefiaftical courts for a divorce, bat to: the parliament for an 
act, by which his marriage might be diffolved, and the child 
with which his wife was then great illegitimated. During the 
feffion in which this bill was depending, the countefs was 
delivered of a fon,. 10th of Jawuary, 1697-8, and on the 
third of March following the divorce bill was paffed, and 
his wife’s fortune, which was very confiderable, was repaid 
her, and fhe in a fhort time married colonel Brett. It feems 
that the lords were not. unanimous in their opinion of this 

roceeding, for the following proteft is entered on their journals 
againft this bill. ‘ Diff/ntéent—Becaufe.we conceive that this 
is the firf& bill of that nature that hath paffed, where there was 
not a divorce firft obtained in the fpiritual court, which we look 
upon as an ill precedent, and: may be of dangerous confequence 
jn the future. Halifax. Rochefer.’ And Salmon in his review 
of thofe times obferves, ‘* this year was made remarkable by the 
diffolution of a marriage folemnized in the face of the church.” 
But after-times have eftablifhed this mode of proceeding, by ob- 
- taining.a bill to annul a marriage without the intervention of 
the ecclefiaftical courts: but it is always in that cafe founded on 
a verdi¢t obtained in the temporal courts. So that it fhould feem 
that at this day the proceedings of parliament to annul a marriage 
without any verdict obtained in: any court below, is fupported by: 
this inftance fingly and alone.’ 


=. 





Seventeen Sermons on fome of the mof? important Points on natural and 
revealed Religion, re/pecting the Happinefs both of the prefent, and 
of a future Life. Together with an Appendix. By Jofiah Fucker, 
D.D. 8vo. 5s. Rivington. 


AS the abilities of this writer is fuficiently known, we fhall 


proceed to give our readers a general view of thefe dif- 
courfes, without any preliminary remarks. 


_ Serm. I. Hath not the potter power over the clay, &c. Rom. ix. 
z1.—The general defign of this difcourfe is to fhew, that 
whatever inequalities there are in the creation, or in the gifts, 
which Providence has beftowed upon mankind, there will be 
none in the diftribution of rewards and punifhments: every 
one will be dealt with according to his deferts. 
: Serm, 
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Serm II. By grace ye are faved, &c. Eph. ii, 9, 10.—The 
proper meaning of this text, as our author ftatés it, is this: 
Salvation by grace, or the fyftem of our redemption, is the 

gift of God. It is not of ourfelves ; ; it is not of utes (and for 
the very fame reafon al(o it is not of faith), left any man fhould 
boaft, But it is altogether free and unconditional, totally inde- 
pendent of every confideration, except that alone, which gave 
exiftence to it, the love of God, and his compaftion for a 
fuined world, 

Serm. If], When ye foall bave done all, &c. Luke xvii. 10.—In 
oppofition to thofe, who either exteflively magnify or depreciate 
human obedience and perfonai holinefs, the author fhews, that 
there is a dignity in virtue, a worth and excelietice in goods 
nefs, though not properly a merit; and that there can be no 
impropriety in maintaining, that out good works are profit 
able; provided we mean, that they are profitable only to our 
felves. 

Serm IV. Let no man deceive you: he that doth righteoufne/s is 
righteous, &c. John iii. 7, 8.—In this difcourfe the cafes of in- 
{tantaneous, and of gradual converfions, are diftin&lly confidered. 
The former, which fanatics have grofsly mifreprefented, are 
allowed in fome extraordinary inftances: fuch as that of the 
converts at the feaft of Pentecoft; that of the jailor, Acts xvi; 
that of St. Peter, when he was convicted of a fhameful weak- 
nefs by a look from his mafter; and that of king David, 
when he inadvertently condemned his own flagrant crimes. 

Serm..V. On the cafe of the penitent thief: fhewing, that 
his example is not once propofed in fcripture for our imi- 
tation; that probably his repentance was neither fhort nor 
fudden ; and that our penitential {tate of mind can hardly be 
fimilar to his, in any one material circum ftance. 

Serm. VI. Preached before the contributors to the Briftol 
Infirmary. The purport of it is to fhew, that, through the 
abufe of liberty, the common people of this nation are be- 
come debauched, licentious, and immoral, to an alarming 
degree ; and that infirmaries, among other good ufes, oughe 
to be applied as correétives and reformatories. 

Serm. VII. Godlint/s is profitable unto all things, &c. 1 Tim, iv. 


' 8.—The chief defign of this difcourfe is to prove, that the 





three fyftems of religion, government, and commerce, are 
parts of one general plan of Providence ; and that no par- 
ticular inftitution in any one of them can be right, if it is 
found to be repugnant to either of the, others. 

Serm. VIII. They that ufe this world as not abufing it. 1 Cor,’ 
vii. 31.—In difcourfing on thefe words, the author endeavours 
_to demonfirate, that the vulgar notion of luxury’s being the 
E 2 means 
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means of employing a greater number of hands, than other- 
* wife would have found employment, and confequently of be- 
ing thereby beneficial to commerce, is 2 GRAND MISTAKE, 
founded on fhallow and fuperficial obfervations ; that the prin- 
ciples of pure and uncorrupted morals will ever be found to be 
the beft rules for promoting and extending mutual and uni- 
verfal commerce. 

As the word luxury, extravagance, prodigality, &c. convey no 
precife idea, the author thus endeavours to afcertain the point 
in queftion,. 

‘ The terms ufng the world, or abufng it, ot, in. other 
words, temperance and exce/s, are relative expreflions, whofe fig- 
nification muft be afcertained by the circumftances of the cafe. 
For what may be the ftriGeft temperance in one man, may ne- 
verthelefs become a great excefs in another; and both ‘the 
ufing this world, and the abufing it, muft refer to the refpective 
conftitution, pA BEN, age, or condition, of this or that 
particular individual. 

’ « Thus, for example, he who ufes this world properly, and 
as a wife and good maa ought to do, is he who adjufts his en- 
joyments by the following ftandard, viz, 1ft, When his ex- 
pences are brought within his income :—zdly, When he makes 
a decent and adequate provifion for his family and dependents : 
—3dly, When he lays by for contingencies :—4thly, When he 
obliges himfelf to he a good ceconomitt, in order to be the bet- 
ter able to provide for the neceffities of the poor >—sthly, 
When he indulges himfelf in no ‘gratifications, which may in- 
jure either the health of his body, or the faculties of his mind : 
and laftly, When in all his enjoyments, he has a regard to 
the influence he may have over others, fo as to fet them. no bad 
or dangerous example. 

* Now whofoever will limit his pleafures, diverfions, or ex- 
pences, by thefe regulations, he is not a luxurious but a tem- 
perate man: he doth not abufe the good things of Provi- 
dence, but rightly ufes them, according to the gracious de- 
fizn of the donor. Nay, were he to do lefs, were he to deny 
himfelf fuch gratifications as can be enjoyed compatibly with 
thefe rules, he would not fill the ftation, nor live up to the 
rank and charaéter allotted for him. In fhort, he would be 
the covetous max, whom God abhorreth ; a man, who, by not 
ufing the world enough, does not promote that circulation of 
Fabour and induftry in it which he ought to do. He is there- 
fore injurious to fociety by a defect, as the other was proved to 
be by an excels. 

' Serm. IX. On the moral ufes of the inftitution of Lent. 

* Serm, 
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. Serm, X. In this difcourfe the indifpenfible duty of refti- 
tution, in its feveral branches, is particularly inculcated ; and 
it is clearly fhewn, that injuries done to the public revenue, 
and ‘to the chara&ers of perfons in high ftations (though 
feldom regarded as criminal, nay fometimes rather extolled as 
meritorious,) are of a more atrocious mature, than injuries 
done to private property, or to private chara&ers. 

Serm. XI, On the errors of the church of Rome. The au- 
thor confiders popery in two diftin& points of view: firft, as 
containing grofs errors in religion: fuch as, praying in an un- 
Known tongue, denying the people the ule of the fcriptures, 
praying to departed faints, tranfubftantiation, , purgatory, 
works of fupererogation, indulgences, and pretenfious to the 
working of miracles. Secondly, he confiders popery as pro- 
pagating dangerous principles in recard to the peace and fafety 
of the itate: fuch as, the fapremacy of the pope, his power 
to depofe kings and princes, and the lawfulnefs of ufing force 
in matters of religion. Under the laft article he pleads for 
univerfal toleration: but makes a proper diftiftion between 
matters of right and matters of favour. 

Serm. Xfi, A continuation of the fame fubje&t. Here he 
endeavours to prove, that the parallel pretended to be drawn 
between the dogtrine of the Trinity, and that of tranfabftan- 
tiation, and of other errors of the church of Rome, is falfe and 
groundlefs. In the queftion concerning the Trinity, ‘ theobjea, 
he obferves, is infinitely too vaft for finite comprehention; but 
in the cafe of tranfubftantiation, the obje%t is as much ona 
level with the human capacity. as any thing in nature can 
poffibly be.” The proofs alledged for fome of the doGrines of 
popery are not clearly revealed, but drawn from dark and ob- 
fcure expreffions. On the contrary, he tells us, £ the doc- 
trine of the Trinity is contained not in one fingle paflage, but 
In many; not obfcurely hinted at, but plainly ceclared; not 
wrapped up in figures and metaphors, but expreiied in the 
cleareit and ftrongeft terms.’ This point is confidered in 
various other lights : but if the doftrine of the Trinity be ex- 
preffed i in the cleareft and ftrongeft terms, the abovementioned 
parallel cannot poffibly be adinitied, 

Serm. XIII, On the ufes and abufes of auricular con- 
feffion. | 

Serm. XIV. What is that to thee? follow thou me, John xxi, 
2z.—The author difplays the fin and danger of improper curi- 
ofity in matters of religion; which, he fays, confifts in ac- 
tempting to fathom the deep my {teries of our faith by the fhort 
fine of human reafon ; in inquiring too nicely into the precife 
boundaries of virtue and vice; and in undertaking to judge of 
E 3 the 
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the whole adminiftration of providence by thofe glimmering 
lights and imperfe& notions, with which we are furnithed in 
our prefent ftate. e 

Serm. XV. God, who at fundry times, and in divers manners, 
&c. Heb. i. 1.—This difcourfe fets forth the different periods 
and difpenfations of religion, and explains in it what fenfe 
every difpenfation, whether general or particular, muft have 
fomething in it fixt and invariable, (viz. obedience and repen- 
tance) and in what fenfe it may admit of variety and alterations. . 
It alfo points out the charaéteriftic difference between particu- 
Jar and general covenants: fhewing, that the nature of the 
one is to fuit only a particular people, and to keep them fepa- 
rate from the reft of mankind ; that of the other, to accommon 
date itfelf to all nations and all ages. 

From hence we may fee the fignificancy of the Jewifh cere- 
monials, ¢ Jf they were fit materials for building up the par- 
tition wall between the Jews and other people, they were abfo- 
lutely the very things, of which a particular and local covenant 
ought to confift.’ : 

Hence likewife we may fee the abfurdity of contending about 
local rites and ceremonies, about diftin&ions of drefies, and 
fuch like outward forms. Baptifm and the Lord’s fupper are 
effential to the Chriftian covenant. But, as our author re- 
marks, ‘ it.is only the fubftance of them, that is effential: for 
as to the mode or form of adminiftering them, that may vary 
according to the cuftoms and manners of different nations 5 
provided no variation is made in the injun@ions of our Lord; 
provided alfo that the remainder of the ceremonials is modelled 
according to decency and order.’ : 

Serm. XVI, On training up the children of the poor in the 
duties of praical religion ; preached before the governors of 
the charity fchools in London, 1765, Ree yey 

Serm. XVIL Preached on the 3oth of January. In this 
difcour'e it is obferved, that the beft human governments are 
often fubje& to great changes and revolutions for the worfe; 
that ovr obedience therefore to fuch governments ought not to 
be abfolute or unlimited, without any referves or exceptions, 
Neverthelefs, he fays, as there muft be human governments, 
the general duty of the fubje€t is obedience and non-refifance, and 
exceptive cafes of refifiance muft be left to the natural feelings 
of mankind | | : 

To this difcourfe is fubjoined, ‘ A brief and difpaffionate 
View of the Difficulties, attending the Trinitarian, Arian, and 
Socinian Sy ftems ; with an extra& from archbifliop Wake’s Ca- 
techifm in ‘favour of ,the Athanafian doftrine, and another 
trom iiop Buller’ s Analogy, relative to the fame fubject. 


This 
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‘This tra& appears'to be only a flight and partial reprefenta- 
tion of the three foregcing fyftems, What the author fays of 
the Trinitarian is no Compliment: ¢ The Trinitarian judges it 
to be the wifer, and more prudent, as well as the more modeft 
patt, to accept the do€trine in’ she profs, without entering into 
any curious difquifitions about it..—Would this writer have us 
read the fcriptures, and accept the interpretations of thofe, who 
ftyle themfelves orthodox, without any farther enquiry? Or 
would he have us fit down contented with a mere fuperficial noe 
tion of thofe paflages, which relate to the fupreme objeé of our 
faith and adoration? When our Saviour fays, * My Father is 
greater than I,’ muft we forbear enquiring into the meaning 
of this declaration, and underftand the words in their plain and 
fimple acceptation? If we do, we fhall never be good Athana- 
fians. In fhort, if we take things in she gro/s, and enter into 
no di‘quifitions upon the fubje&, our faith muft be founded in 
ignorance’; myftery will be a convenient name and cover for 
abfurdity ; and our reafon will be of no ufé in the ftudy of the 
fcriptures, where it would be moft honourably and profitably 
employed. 


cate, P 
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Sermons. By Thomas Amory, D. D.° 53. Buckland. 


HE worthy author of thefe difcourfes, fome time before 
his death, intended to publifh two volumes of fermons, 
and had made fome progrefs in preparing them for the prefs, 
On examining his manufcripts, only thirteen were found tran- 
fcribed by himfelf from his fhort-hand notes. Some others were 
indeed marked out for the fame purpofe; but the ediror did 
not live to accomplifh his defign*, and no one could be found, 
capable of decyphering his fhort hand. 
The prefent volume, as well as the two former, publithed 
in 1758, and 17667, has this to recommend it, that it does 
not contain matters of doubtful fpeculation, or angry contro- 
verfy, but-important principles of religion, and fentiments, in 
which the generality of judicious Chriftians agree. 

Thofe that were tranfcribed by the author are upon the fol- 
Jowing fubjects : the divine Omniprefence, the’ Afcenfion of 
Chrift, Dire&ions for attaining the true Senfe of the holy 
Scriptures, our Obligations and Encouragements to ftudy the 
Scriptures, and Objections to their Excellence and UfefulnefS 
confidered and anfwered.—Thofe that follow were printed fe- 





* Dr. wamory died June 24.1774, aged 74. | 
t Crit. Rev. Vol. xxii, p. 98. 
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parately fome years ago, and are republifhed in this.volume, 
to prevent their being loft. The fubjeéts are: the Charaéter 
and Bleffednefs of the Righteous, our Time in the Hand of 
God, the Shortnefs and Frailty of human Life, Habitual Reli- 
gion, and God’s crowning the Year with his Goodnefs. 

The following fentiment, though not new, is well exprefted, 
and fufficiently demonftrates the abfurdity of thofe, who dithe- 
lieve the Omniprefence of the Deity, merely becaufe he isinvifible, 

* We cannot, it is true, fee him with our bodily eyes, be- 
caule he is a pure /pirit ; yet this is not any proof that he is not 
prefent. A judicious difcourfe,‘a feries of kind aétions, convince 
us of the prefence of a friend, a perfon of prudence and benevo- 
lence. We cannot fee the prefeat mind, the feat and principle 


. Of thefe qualities; yet the conftant regular motion of the 


tongue, the hand, and the whole body, which are the inftrus 
ments of our fouls, as the material univerfe, and all the vari- 
ous bodies in it, are the én/fruments of the Deity, will not fuf 
fer us to doubt,’ that ore) is an intelligent and benevolent princi~ 
ple within the body, which produces “all thefe.fkilful motions 
and kind ations.’ 

The following paragraph may ferve to fhew us, that. the 
{criptures illuminate the kuman mind to an extraordinary dee 
gtee, and enable a Chriftian writer to entertain more honour- 
able-and exalted fentiments of the Deity, than any that are to 
be met with in the writings of Plato, Cicero, or Seneca. 

‘Is God omniprefent? How immenfe the greatnefs and per- 
feftion of the Deity:” and with what humility and veneration 
fhould we think of, and approach him; to be at once prefent 
3ll over this immenfe creation, and through infinite fpace, to 
actuate univerfal nature, continually to roll round the great bo- 
dies of the univerfe, the fun, the ftars, and planets, to guide.all” 
the fenfelefs and in themfelves motionlefs particles of matter, for 
the production of light and rain, and plants, and trees, and 
{ruits—to create at the fame time in numberlefs regions of 
his boundlefs dominion countlefs varieties of living creatures, to 
maintain alfo in life and aétion every animal and rational crea- 
ture, to fupply aJl their wants, and direct all their motions and 
thoughts—to poffefs a wifdom which an infinite variety of af- | 
fairs cannot perplex, a power not to be wearied. by conftant in- 
finite exertions, and a benevolence inexhauftible by infinite 
communications of good, and infinite fupplies conftantly de- . 
rived from it.—-What an exalted, what an aftonifhing idea of 
the divine grandeur and perfeQion; how. adorabie. and how 
amiable ; which while it attraéts our contemplafion, and ex- 
cites to the utmoft ftretch of thought to take it in, is after all 
incomprehenfible ’!—We may add, what indeed maft God 
himfelf be, when his works are fo magnificent ! ww 
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The reader will find many excellent diref&ions for attaining 
the fenfe of fcripture, in our author’s difcourfe on that fub- 
je&t; and, through the whole volume, the indications of folid 
fenfe, extenfive benevolence, and rational piety. 

A chronolegical account of the writings of Dr. Amory, 
drawn up by his friend, Dr. Flexman, is fubjoined to thefe 
difcourfes.. 


c, 





The Rationale of Circulating Numbers, with the Inveftigation of ail 
the Rules and peculiar Proceffes ufed in that Part of Decimal Arithe- 
metic. By H, Clarke. 8wo. 5s. Murray. 


THAT branch of arithmetic which forms the firft and prin- 

cipal part of this work, it muft be acknowledged, is more 
curious than generally ufeful. Not but that it is alfo very ufes 
ful on many occafions, when properly underftood and applied. 
On both aecounts it requires a clear and particular difcuffion ; 
and although the fubjec&t has been treated by feveral good 
writers, as Walts, Cunn, Malcolm, and Emerfon, we think 
the tract given by this gentleman has the preference, in point 
of perfpicuity, fimplicity, and extent. 

In the preface to this book, Mr. Clarke gives a fhort hiftory 
of decimal arithmetic and the principal improvers of it, parti- 
cularly in that part which is the fubje&t of his own performance, 
The decuple fcale of numbers came to us from the Indians and 
Arabians, and foon fupplanted the fexagenary and literal arith- 
metic, delivered by the Latins, in moft fciences except fome 
parts of aftronomy, &c. in which it is ftill ufual to divide cir- 
cles into parts which are fixtieths of each other. The decuple 
{cale has this peculiar property, that in it all numbers, as well 
Cagis as fractions, are alike expreffed without denominators, 
which-is a moft fortunate convenience attending it, The firft 
fpecimen of decimal fractions, that we know of, is in the Aftro- 
nomical Tables of Arzachel, a Moor, who was eminent in Spain 
about the year 1000. Since which time it has had many 
fucceffive-improvements in Europe, efpecially by the invention 
and ufe of logarithms, by lord Neper, of Scotland. Dr. Wallis 
feems to have been the firft who took any great notice of the 
nature of infinite repeating and circulating decimals, moft of 
the properties of which he has remarked. Since his time fome- 
thing has been continually adding to the fubje&; either new 
properties, or the demonftrations of old ones, or in the me- 
thod of treating it, &c, Our author’s is the cleareft, and ih 
oiher refpeéts the: beft that we have feen, 

This part of his book confifls of five ftGions.. The firft 
treats of the theory of cicculates; containing the demontftrations 
and 
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and illufications of their chief properties, ii which are many 
rules and cafes for finding terminate vulgar fra@ions, that 
fhali be equal to any given infinite repetends or circulating fi- 

ures; and the contrary. Jn the other four fe@ions are 
taught the addition, fubtraction, multiplication, and divifion 
of repetends and circulates of all Kinds ; thereby completing’ 
this part of arithmetic. The rules and properties are here de~’ 
monftrated and illuftrated by the aétual performance of fveral 
examples under each rule; and for the further exercife of the 
Jearner, and the ule of fchools, there are added to each cafe a 
colleftion of examples propofed for folution; which is a good 
method of teaching any fubje&. In all thefe operations and 
rules, Mr. Clarke has made his trast very clear and intelligible, 
not only by his orderly and diftinét method of’ arrangement, 
but alfo by the very notations of his numbers; in which he 
marks the repetends, not by a dafh throngh the body of the 
figure, but over the top of it; and the decimal point, which 
diftinguifhes decimal fra@ions, and feparates them from inte- 
gers, is not placed in the ‘old way, but more properly near the 
top of the figures; a method which we’have never feen prac- 
ifed but in one book before, profefledly writtén on ariths 
vibe eral ream fe 

‘Mr. Clarke employs a fixth feftion in teaching to find the 
logarithmsiof repetends and circulates. This he éffeéts by firft 
finding a finite vulgar fraction equal to the given circulate, by 
the rules in the firft felion ; and then takes out the logarithm 
of this vulgar fra&tion in the common way.’ After which hé 
gives the folutions of a promifcuous collefion ‘of queftions, 
propofed out of various fciences, and chiefly intended as gene- 
ral exercifes in all the preceding rules on this fubje@. °° 
' "The other parts feem'to have been thrown in chiefly to make 
up a fizeable volume ; though it will be allowed that there are 
to, be found many ufeful and pertinent things fcattered up and 
down among them. The firft of thofe parts, ‘is a colle@tion of 
‘ queftions, chiefly originals, with their folutions, for the 
amufement of fuch pupils as have touched on the firft princi- 
plos of algebra and geometry; and fome are given without {6- 
lutions, which are intended for the exercife of thofé that are 
farther advanced.” Some of thefe queftions are rendered re- 
markable by the notes and obfervations added to the folution of 
them, ‘The zgth queftion, which is this, * Required a gene- 
ral rule for the infcribing of regular polygons in a piven circle,’ 
gives him occafion to remark on fome expreffions ufed by a late 
writer on the principles of geometry, who had obferved on the 
folution of it, that ‘Of this conftruftion or equal divifion of 
the diameter and the circumference, no demonftration can bé 
given, 
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given, having confulted feveral able geometricians concerning 
it; who fay, that itisonly an approximation, and not mathe 
matically true. Yet I muit own, that I do believe it to be pers 
fedly true, >or it could never anfwer fo very accurately, as it 
does, in all divifions whatever.” On which Mr. Clarke re» 
marks, ‘ It feems to me fomething very extraordinary to fee a 
profefied geometrician reafon fo very ungeometrically, I always 
thought that noteven a mere reader, much lefs a reformer of 
Euclid, could give his affent to the truth of a geometrical con- 
itru€tion barely from a feeming concurrence of points, or co= 
incidence of lines ; but from an obvious regular deduétion from 
firft principles. For I am very clear, that there can be nothing 
effected by lines (at leaft in plane geometry), but a demon- 
ftration may be given, direétly or indire@ly, of its truth or fal- 
fity. If geometry were founded on no better a bafis than the 
bare teftimony of external fenfe, I am afraid we fhould foon 
view the whole fabric in ruins, Mr. Malton, through his 
whole performance, feems to lay a great ftrefs on an ocular de- 
monftration. .From whence it fhould feem, that in order to 
become a proficient in geometry, it is indifpenfably neceffary 
to be furnifhed with the whole apparatus of a good microfcope, 
which fhould be the criterion of every linear conftru@ion. ‘Tt 
is to be hoped, however, that the following inveftigation will 
fully convince this gentleman (without relying wholly on our 
eptic faculty) that this rule is fo far from being ‘* perfeétly 
true” for all: regular polygons, that it anfwers in one cafe only, 
when the cofine of the angle at the center fubtended by the 
fide of the polygon is equal to half the radius, which is eafily 
fhewn to be the property of an arch of 60 or 120 degrees, an- 
fwering to the trigon or hexagon. 

‘ Jt is fomewhat furprifing that fo many able mathematicians 
fhould be confulted, in -arder to be fatisfied of the truth or 
falfity of this rule, which may be fo eafily demonftrated in the 
following manner.’ By a calculation of the true dimenfions he 
then fhews the falfity of the firft general conftru€tion above referred 
to. After which he fays, ‘ The latter part of Mr. Malton’s 47th 
prob. is in the fame predicament with the other, being proved 
to be falfe as follows;’ And having gone through the calcula- 
tion for this purpofe, he adds, * Since the’ above was written, 
the inveftigation of the veracity of thefe rules has been propof- 
ed in the Ladies Diary, to which the above anfwers were fent 
with fome alterations.’—-We find that they have been printed 
in that work for the year 1776, with this additional nore, 

*. The falfity. of this latter conftru€tion, with other curious pro- 
perties relating to it, are demonftrated in art. 48. of profeflor 
Hutton’s, Mathematical. Mifcellany,’ 


In 
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In the notes to fome other of the queftions, he reprehends 
fome pragtices of another gentleman, of a nature ‘till worfe than 
miftakes in judgment. Mr. Clarkenext adds < feveral remarks 
on thofe parts of the mathematics which feem to the young 
reader to be rather obfcure, namely, on Cardan’s and Colfon’s 
Theorems for Cubic Equations, wherein a very clear and con- 
cife rule is given for extrafting the cubic root of an impoffible 
binomial ;, by which Cardan’s theorem is rendered generally 
nfeful, in finding the roots of an equation when they are ai 
real, as well as when there is but one real and two imaginary— 
On the improbabiliry of obtaining general formule for the fur- 
folid and other higher equations—On the method of tabulating 
literal equations, illuftrated by examples; from whence the re- 
verfion of a feries; however affe&ed with radicals, may be-eafily 
performed—On the dire€&t and inverfe method of fluxions, 
wherein the principles are fully explained, and by avoiding all 
~“metaphyfical confiderations, rendered clear to the loweft capa- 
city. The whole bufinefs of finding fluxions is reduced to one 
general rule; and the particular forms of fluxionary expreffions 
are fo diftinguifhed, that the learner may almoft immediately 
determine in what manner the fluent may be obtained—On 
the corteétion of a fluent, and the reafon of it—On trigono- 
metrical fluxions, with their great importance in aftronomy— 
On the Phenomena of Saturn’s ring, being a new and curious 
analytical folution of the problem refpecting the times of its 
appearance and difappearance ; whereby is alfo exhibited a new 
fpeciés of curves, &c. which is extrafed from a treatife juft pu- 
blithed, enritled, Efai fur les Phé noments relatifs aux Difparitions 
périodiques de P Anmeau de Saturne, By M. Dionis du Séjour, 
Fellow of the Royal Societies of London and Paris.’ ‘£ I have 
alfo;? fays he; ‘ added fome new and ufeful geometrical propo- 
fitions; and, laftly, have given a catalogue of the moft ap. 
proved authors in the feveral branches of mathematics, philo- 
fophy, and aftronomy ; from which are felected thofe that are 
generally efteemed the moft ufeful, and ranged in the order 
they may be read by the young ftudents to the moft advantage.’ 
‘Thefe remarks feem not to be all new; nor are they perhaps 
alb quite unexceptionable; for inftance, it appears to us that 
our author, with fome former writers, has fomewhat miftaken 
‘the-meaning of Sir I. Newton’s firft lemma: ‘ Quantitates, 
ut €t quantitatum rationes, quz ad zqualitatem tempore quo- 
vis finito conftanter tendunt, et ante finem temporis illius pro. 
pius ad invicem accedunt quam pro data quavis differentia, fi- 
- unt ultimo equales.’ In this lemma, we apprehend that great 
man did not mean that a// quantities, being diminifhed, would 
become ultimately equal, and much lefs all fuch quantities as 
are 
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are diminifhed by parts proportional to. the. quantities. them- 
felves, as fome have imagined ;. but only, thofe quantities whofe 
ratio is diminithed af. ny fame time with the quantities them- 
felves; asthe arc of acircle with its. fine, chord, and tangents, 
and fach hike, _.- 
- We apprehend that, in a.future edition, our. author may, think 
it neceflary to make fome.alterations,in: the collection of, books 
added at the end of the work. . : 

On the whole, howeyer, we think this an ingenious.and ufe~ 
ful performance, and, heartily wifh the author that, fuceefS 
which his merit intitles him to. 





4 defiriptive Account, of the, Tlands lately. difeowered in. the, South 
Seas; with fome Account of the. Country of Chamchatea. By, tbe 
rew, Dr. John Trufler, 8e. 55. beards. Baldwin, 


Udicious and faithful compilations are ufeful works ; but 
where they are nade withoat fufficient. knowledge of the 
fabje&, they rather miflead than inftru& the reader. We do 
not, by any means, look upon.a Defcriptionof the new Difco- 
veries in the South Sea asa fuperfluous work ; but, to anfwer our 
expe‘tations, it fhould be very different from the publication be- 
fore us. Nothing. can have been eafier than copying from the 
different authors who have written on the fubje@t;. and yet even 
that tafk has been too difficult for the compiler. His judge 
ment at leaft, as well as his memory, do. not appear to. have 
been prefent at the undertaking, where fancy on the: contrary: 
_muft have aéted a principal part. 

We remember reading with great attention moft of the, voy- 
ages quoted i in Dr. Trufler’s title- page, and are perfuaded that, 
he has in many of the. moft important points entirely miftaken 
their meaning. Where has he read, what he affirms, p. 14, 
that all the people of O-Taheitee ‘ in general have whifkers, 
which they keep clean and neat, and permit to grow fo.as to flow. 
about the fhoulders, or tie them in a buach on.the crown ofthe. . 
head ?? That the women. at Taheitee eat apart. from. the menis 
known ; but we know not on what authority Dr. Trofler fays, 
P> 17, that ‘if a family are to dine, each will have dis feparate 
provifions, and they will fet themfelves down at three.or,foug 
yards diftance from each other, &c, &c.’——Pag. 21. we findan. 
obfervation relative to our own climates ~vhich had hitherto 
efcaped us, and will, we doubt not, be equally new to all our 
readers, viz. That we blow our German flute through the nofirils, — 
The Dr. fays, p. 43. That a, chief of O-Taheitce alone, ‘hath 
‘power to plant the Babylonian willow before his. houfe ; for by: 

bending” 
I 
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bending down the branches of this tree, and planting them idk 
the ground they will fhoot-afrefh ; thus the fhade may be ex= 
tended to any diftance and in aoy dire€tion, Under thefe : foady 
arches the chiefs regale, &c. &c.? 

Where bras the good Dr. picked up this curious piece of infor- 
mation ? This new quality of the Babylonian willow is truly ad 
mirable 3 pity, that it fhould not exift in nature, and pity too, 
for the doétor’s veracity, that the tree itfelf fhould not exift at 
©-Taheitee, as we are well informed it does not, by a gentleman 

Who has ‘been there. Miftakes of the fame kind are frequent 
in this compilation, where many’improbable' gueffes and opini- 
ons of different voyagers are alfo aflumed as well-eftablifhed 
fais; and where circumftances are often recorded, without 
the leaft appearance of critical difcernment.. The negligent 
fiyle in which it is written, makes.no amends for thefe defects ; 
on the contrary, it proves the whole to be a hafty.and il!-di- 
gefted performance. : 
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Confiderations fur P Etat préfent dela Colonie Frangoife de St. Do- 
mingue ; Oxvrage politique & legiflatif, préfenté au Minifire de 
la Marine, par M. D. H. 2 wols. Sve. | Paris. 


i fea author of this inftru€tive work attempts to procure areform- 

ation of various abufés, which, he fays, have for along tiie pre- 
vailed in allthe branches of the conititution and adminiftration éf the 
French colony of St. Domingo. For this purpofe he not only pojnts | 
out every error and abufe, but alfo propofes the proper remedy to 
it. His work confifts of two parts, each of them fubdivided into 
four books. 

«In the firft book of the firft part, he gives a defcription of the co- 
lony ; ; his notions concerning the refpective rights and duties of the 
mother country and the colony ; his reflexions on the queftion, whe- 
ther the purpofe of the ftate has been beft anfwered by the traders 
or by the planters ; and {peaks of the power and amount of the in- 
duftry of the fettlement. 

In the fecond book, he treats of the rights and laws of property 
and fucceffion in St. Domingo ; and efpecially of the flavery of the 
negroes, like a man of fenfibility. 

«The idea hardeft to conceive for a favage,” fays he, ‘is the idea 
of. fervitude ; as compaffion on the other hand, is the moft natural 
of human feelings. This fentiment is the fource of all the human 
virtues; hence man is in his natural ftate beft difpofed to virtue 5 ; 
and among civilized men, he who ftill enjoys moft of liberty, is alfo 
apt to be moft virtuous ; fince beneficence is the prerogative of li- 
berty. No wonder then, that the negroes on becoming our flav eS, 
contract numberlefs vices from which they were free in their native 
fate; as they lofe the fenfe of compaflion, with regard to us; and 
as it is equalty certain, that we want that fenfe forthem. Since 

: we 
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we have ftrayed from nature, and are no more free, we are forced 
to fupporta fyftem of inhuman politics by a feries of cruelties. . . . 
And we are befides carried away by a crowd of violent paflions crav- 
ing indulgence.” viegeee > 

Without entering hewever into an examen of the lawfulnefs of 
this fpecies of property, he only confiders the negroes here as be- 
longing to the foil, (adfcriptos glebx,) and as fuch, thinks the pro- 
perty of them, at leaft gainful, if not juft; and that their flavery, 
were they treated with hunianity, would not make them very un- 
happy. The negroes are good natured, and eafily led; laborious, 
when not difheartened: there is not a race of ren naturally more 
itelligent ; their found fenfe, while yet uncivilized, is obvious: if 
we would exact great tafks from them, we mult ufe them well, and 
make them happy, which is not difficult, as they are content with 
little. . If, on the contrary, they are in want of necéffaries, they 
muft of courfe turn robbers ; as‘nothing attaches them to the fet- 
tlement. The author concludes this article with contrafting the fi- 
tuation of a negro under a humane, with that of another under a 
cruel matter. 

The third book treats of hufbandry; the improvement of lands ; 
the means of manuring and fertilizing them ; of the neceflary tools; 
of the feveral products of the lands, and their refpective value 
and price. - 

The fourth book, treats of money; of the commercial laws; of 
foreign trade; and of the means of procuring to the mother coun- 
try all the advantaces fhe has a right to expect from the fettlement 
of a colony. 

The fecond volume treats in general, of the government of the 
French colony of St. Domingo ; the firft book, in particular, of the 
climate of the ifland, and of its influence on the charaéter of its in- 
habitants ; of its population ; of the emancipation of flaves ; and 
of luxury. - The climate of St. Domingo is not immoderately hot, 
becaufe its air is‘continually refrefhed by regular winds, and its 
temperature varies according to the elevation and fituation of places. 
It is preferable to frigid zones, and free from the various and cruel 
difeafes occafioned by the rigour of winter in the countries of Europe. 
The only changes perceptible in the-temperature-of-the ifland,are 
from dry to rainy weather. 

The author charaéterifes both the Creolians and the new fettlers. 
Thofe latter are defcribed as being for the greater part lazy,.un- 
principled and vicious youths, efcaped from paternal correction; or 
cheats and criminals fled from juftice, fome of whom become ho- 
neft men; difguifed and fugitive monks; priefts tired of their pro- 
feffion ; reformed or cafhiered military officers ; footmen and bank-~ 
rupts. Yet inacolony filled with fucha hopelefsand motley crew, 
great crimesare faidto be rare. ‘There are few murderers and rob- 
bers among a people living in plenty ; but there are already a num- 
ber of cheats and {windlers, and from the want and defects of juftice, 
and of police, it is to be feared that their numbers will rather-in- 
creafe than diminith. 

The Creolians are faid to be brave, lively, generous, but with an 
alloy of-oftentation ; rarely fufpicious; would be fociable if the 
bands of fociety had not been injured by the nature of the govern- 
ment. They are inconftant in their taftes, addicted to pleafures, 
indolent and fickle; candid and honeft, but too credulons and too 
eafily impofed upon. , They would have many excellent qualities, if 
thefe were not too often over-ruled by the force of their temper's 3 
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ll arifé from the climate, and are increafed by politica} 
diforders. 

~ Inthe fecond book, the author treats of the military government, 
of the militia, and-of war. Inthe third, of taxes, of the admini- 
ftration of juitice, of magiftrates, af the general police, and of the 
yayment of debts.. In the fourth, of the royal ordinances, and. the 
ba of the fettlement, of the laws of the prince, and of their in- 
fufficiency in the actual {tate of the colony ; and concludes his work 
with.a chapter on legiflation. 

* The work has been judged an interefting performance for the mo- _ 
ther country, as it explains all the advantages which an induftrious 
mation may derive from fugar colonies; the increafe. that. may be 
hoped, inthe produce of thofe colonies, without diminishing itsvaiue; 
as it contains juft reflections concerning the commerce for which 
they afford materials and means ; on the debts.of the colonies; and 
on the refources which thefe colonies offer for re-eftablifhing the 
French navy, and for enabling it.to cope with any naval power. 

All the reflections of the author are {aid to reft on faéts attefted by. 
the adminiftration of St. Domingo, and:on. the: exacteft inquiries 
into the records of the colony. He has employed ten years ow 
thiefe difquifitions, and in making obfervations in foreign colonies. 

The book is written with method, perfpecuity and elezance; and 
its value is increafed by an appendix, containing a particular trea- 
tife on the legiflation proper for the colonies in that quarter. But 
the Frehch government have paid a particular attention to the au- 
thor’s reflexions on the memory of count de Hennery, governor of 
St, Domingo, and on the adminiftration.of his fucceifor, M., de 
Vaivre, and fupprefied his book by an order of the council.of ftate; 
dated Verfailles, Dec. 17. 1777, and figned Amelot. 





Hifioire de la Ville de Roven, depuis fa Fondation jufgu’en'l? Année 
1774. fuivie d'un Effi fur la Normandie Litteraire. Par 


M, Si (Servin) Avocat au Parlement de Rouen. 2 vols. 12mo« 
- Rouen aad Paris. 


epuis hiftory of the city of Rouen is writen on a judicious plan, 

and in a good tafte. . The author includes nothing of public 
events but what belongs to his fubject, and nothing of particular 
faéts but what’may intereft or entertain every clafs of his readers. 
His'work is neither dry nor prolix, but as to its refpective parts 
well proportioned, in its totality complete, and contains the hiftory 
of Rouen from the foundation of the city to the re-eftablifhment of 
its parliament and magiftracy in 1774 ; with the names and dates of 
the feveral foundations, the defcriptions of thofe that are remark- 
able’; a chronological lift of the archbifhops, governors, military 
commanders; chief magiftrates, the eminent writers who were 
natives of Normandy, and an enumeration of their principal 
works. . 

The text of the biftory contains the principal events, moft of 
which are already related in general or‘ipecial hiftories ; but the 
- notes often inform the reader of anecdotes hardly to be found ‘any 

where elfes Such, for inftance, is the following remarkable fact 
which happened in'1562> at the famous fiege of Rouen, in which 
the king of Navarre was flain. 

_ M. de Civile, a citizen of Rouen, and captain of a regiment of 
foot; was wounded in an affault, thought to be killed, and — 
an 
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and buried by pioneers. His body remained’ in the grave from 
ejeven o’clock in the forenoon, to fix o'clock in the evening, when 
his faithful fervant la Barre, learned the fate of hjs mafter, dug him 
up, and thought he perceived fomé fighs of life. He carried himtoa 
convent, where the furgeons employed in drefling the wounded, ‘in- 
fulted his zeal, and affured him that his mafter was dead. The 
fervant, however, without being difhcartened, carried his mafter 
home, wafhed his wounds, and put him into a very warm bed ; 
where the body lay motionlefs for five days together. But on the 
fixth day, the wound:on a fudden difcharged a great quantity of blood 
and matter.. The wounded man opened his eyes, fighed, complain- 
ed, received reftoratives, and within a few days, perfectly re- 
covered. 

’ In another note, we are told that the founder of the famous bell, 
called George d’ Amboife, after Lewis'the Twelfth’s minifter, was 
fo violently agitated, firft by his fear of mifcarrying, and afterwards 
by his joy at his fuccefs im that work, that he died at the end of 
nineteen days. 

Se eee et SS 
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Trattato delle Aque minerali de Nicola Andria, M. D..et Profefa 
fore firaordinario di Storia Naturale nella Regia Univerfita di 
Napoli. 8vo. Jn Napoli. 

A Valuable treatife, divided into two parts; of which the fir 

treats of mineral waters in general, and of their divifions ; dnd 
the fecond contains analyfles of agreat number of mineral waters in 
various places. 


Defcrizione topografica e florica del Dogado di Vinezia, com una 
nuova Carta di quefia Provincia. 8vo. In Vinezia. | 
The firft number of a very minute defcription of the environs of 
Venice, containing the Dogado, or Duchy, divided into its ten po-~ 
deftaries or {mall governments, and illuitrated with a valuable map. 
The defcription comprizes the rivers, hills and mountajns,.antiqui- 
ties, natural productions, population, and hiftorical notices, The 
author, a young Abbé, propotes to defcribe the other Venetian pros 
vinces gn the continent, in the fame manner, 


Inflrudiions Phyfico-méchaniques al U/age des Ecoles royales d? Ars 
tillerie; &S du Genie, de'Turin.: Traduites de i’ Italien de My 
de Antoni. 2 wols. 8vo, with Cutts. Strafburgh and Paris, 
Signor de Antoni appears in his initruétive work, to prefer expe- 

riments to calculations; and his intelligent tranflator advifes hig 

countrymen to adopt the fame principle and method, as likely to ims 
prove the fcience of engineers and gunners, and to facilitate victory. 


Contrepoifons del? Avfenic, du Sublimé corrofif, du Verd-de-gris, &F 
du Plomb. Par M. P. Touffaint Navier, &c. 2 wols. 12me, 
Paris. 

A happy and valuable application of chemiftry to phyfic. 

Récherches fur les Maladies Chroniques, particulisrement fur les Hy» 
dropifies &F fur les Moyens de les guérir, Par M. Bacher, Dac- 
teur-Regent, &c. 8vo. Paris. 


An original and capital work, replete with accurate and inftruc- 
tive obfervations. 


Vou, XLV. Fan. 1778. E MONTHLY 
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POLITICAL 


A Letter to the Right Honourable Willoughby Bertie, by defcent 

- Earl of Abingdon, by defcent Lord Norreys; High Steward 
of Abingdon aad Wallingford, Ina which bis Lordfbip’s candid 
and liberal Treatment of the now Earl of Mansfield, is fully vine 
dicated, Sv0, One Pound Scotch. Payne. 


THIS is an ironical publication; in which lord Abingdon is 
feverely handled for his attack upon lord Mansfield in a 
late pamphlet, and the chief-juftice as ably defended. The au- 
thor appears to hold no common pen. His performance has 
much merit, and fpeaks a mafter’s hand. Independently of po- 
litics, its genuine wit and humour intitle it to a perufal. Were 
it not for what it fays of a publication *, which we reviewed laft 
month, we might perhaps afcribe it tothe fame author. The 
ogg before us is confeffedly written by a gentleman at the 
are Our readers may judgé of the whole from the firft page or 
two, which we fhall tranfcribe for their entertainment. 


* My Lord, 
¢ There is a part of your lordfhip’s very mafterly performance, 
entituled—** Thoughts on the Letter of Edmund Burke, Efg. to the 
Sheriffs of Briffol”—which has, by many, been feverely, but 
unjuftly, cenfured. Whether it be from envy. or from what 
other motive, I cannot fay ; but there are, who have gone fo 


far as to brand it with the unfeemly epithets of —* ill-timed, 
ancandid, illiberal.” It is that part, my lord, where you fpeak 
of the sow earl of Mansfield +. I thought, therefore,—think- 
ing your lordfhip fees, is catching—1 thought I could not render 


* Second Thoughts, or Obfervations upon Lord Abingdon’s 
Thoughts. 

* + The author of ‘* Second Thoughts” has feverely handled many 
of our noble author’s Thoughts. I would not wantonly expofe my- 
felf to his gripe. Thefe unfortunate Thoughts, therefore, I muft 
Jeave undefended. But I will venture to reprove this fecond thinker 
for his uncandid infinuation, that lord Abingdon meant any refleGion 
by giving to the word now ‘all the emphafis of italics.” Lord 
Abingdon knew the blood of the Murrays, though not fubtilized 
the volatile falts of Italy, to be at leaft as pure, at Jeaft as noble, as 
the blood of the Berties. What reflection could he then mean? No 
reflection at all. The emphatic mow was fuggefted by the inbred 
modefty of diffident merit, as much as “ by the inbred nolitenefs of 
hereditary rank.” Itis the voice of humility. “ Rank me"—f{o 
his lordfhip fhould be underftood—‘* Rank me among thofe, who 


‘¢ Nothing themfelves, are of their fathers vain.” 


«¢ Remember my antagoniftis a man, who, even had he not been fv. 
nobly defcended, would 


‘* Have earugd thofe honours I was Jorn to wear.” 
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67 
a more acceptable fervice to your lordfhip, nor a more ufefal 
one to the public, than to fend forth this fhort, bet, I truft, 
full, defence of the paffage in queftion. ‘To encourage young 
fpeakers is among the merits of governor Johnftone*: be it 
among mine to encourage young writers. For many reafons E 
deférred the publication of this my Commentary to the prefent 
hour, The bufinefs of my profeflion gave me no earlier oppor- 
tunity of perufing your lordfhip’s work with meet attention. [I 
was willing, befides, to wait, till more editions than one had 
appeared : becaufe I was willing to have your lordfhip’s cool, deli- 
berate, Thoughts, For, I faw, your lordfhip had offered the 
captivating excufes of incapacity and inability ; the conciliating 
appeal to the candor of the world: in a firft edition thofe ex- 
cufes might have been troublefome ; becaulfe they kept open to 
your lordfhip a door of retreat: in a fourth edition. they are 
mere nullities ; all retreat is precluded. I may now, therefore, 
enter upon my tafk with greater boldnefs. Whatever it’ might 
be at the firft, your lordfhip’s aim in fubiwitting your Thoughts 
a fourth time to the public, muft de “* 10 confute, not 10 be con- 
winced ; to point out error, not to arrive at truth +.” For the fake 
of mutual eafe I fhall lay afide the pedantic ftile of ordinary com 
mentators, and follow the example of Mr. Burke. As he com- 
ments upon atts of parliament, I. fhall comment upon the 
Thoughts of peers, in the loofe, defultory, ftile of a letter- 
writer. 

¢ What effe& the Letter of Mr. Burke may have produced upon 
the good fheriffs of Briltol, is more than 1 am_ able to deter- 
mine. Be that as it may, greatis the merit of this Letter; ime 
menfe the advantages, which this thrice happy country has ale 
ready derived, and will, no doubt, continue to derive, from it. 
To have produced no effect on the fheriffs of Brifol, would nor 
detraét from the merits of the Letter. Poffible it is, as one of 
our adverfaries has fuggefted {, that ‘* the underftandings of 
fheriffs may be flower than the underitandings of all other his 
majefty’s liege fabje&ts ; and the underftandings of the theriffs of 
this fame good city of Brifol flower than the underflandings of 
the theriffs of all other cities.” A woolpack is faid to be im- 
penetrable to a cannon-ball: and fo might be the heads of thefe 
fheriffs to the impetuous momentum of Mr. Barke’s eloquence. 
But into penetrable matter the Letter forced its way. It did 
rmsore than the learnicg, the inftruction, the rod of a Mark« 
ham: it produced effects, which neither the acquaintance of @ 
De Lolme, the converfation of a Forfter, the intimacy of a 


-_— 





_ 


‘* See Mr. Almon’s account of the governors’s reply toa young 
baronet at the opening of this feffion. , 

‘ + See his lordfip’s Thoughts, fol. 4. 

‘! See a Letter to Edmund Burke, Efq. 2d, edit. printed for 
Cadell, 


F 2 Vivian, 
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Vivian, were able lo produce *- It taught your lordfhip te 
think: it emboldened you to publifh your Thoughts to an afto- 
nifhed world. And here, as it was to be expeéted, its miracu- 
lous effects have ceafed. | am not among thofe who think it 
ought to have done more; who think that to ‘* the pen of a 
ready writer,”’ it fhould have added ** the gift of tongues ;” 
fhould have given your lordfhip courage to {peak +.’ 

We with the limits of our Review would fuffer us to contri- 
bute to the entertainment of our readers by tranfcribing more of 
this well written performance. 


Plan of Re-union between Great Bijiain and her Colonies. Swe. 
35. Od. fewed. Murray. 


The profits arifing from this performance are dedicated to the 
committee appointed to receive fubfcriptions for the foldiers 
wounded in America. 

' Afrer reading the advertifement prefixed tothe book, no reader 
can entertain a doubt concérning the purity of our author’s in- 
tentions. It only remains to {peak of the execution of the work. 
The praife of meaning well is clearly this writer’s due. The 
next queition is whether he deferve the praife of writing well. 
The paffage which follows, at the fame time that it lets the in- 
telligent reader into a conception of the author’s plan of re-union, 
wil] refolve that queftion in the affirmative. 

‘ ‘Thus all local privileges, hardfhips, and taxes, would be 
done away ; every province would pvufh on its natural advane 
tages for the general benefit. Scotland would attend to its fifh- 
eries, and improve its linen. England would multiply its grain, 
and polifh its manufactures. Ireland would ftock its paitures, 
and extend its fifheries to the banks of Newfoundland, Public 
burdens would be equally borne ; common, advantages would be 
equally fhared. The whole cemented by the bands of trade and 
policy, would acquire a itrength and confiftency, of which, in 
our prefent difcordant ftate, we are incapable of forming an opi- 
_nion. England has more than doubled the exertion of her 





¢ * It is certain, however incredible it may appear, that our no- 
ble author had the happinefs of being educated by Dr. Markham ; 
of being acquainted, converfing, travelling, with the three other 
gentlemen ; the firft of whom is wel] known by his Hiftory of the 
Conflitution of Engtand; the fecond by feveral political works, as 
well as by many able performances in_his profeffional line; and, by 
the way, ought to be known, bya more diftinguifhed rank in that 
profefiion: the third, alas! 1s dead. 

‘I am forry bis lordfhip yet remembers the fmart of his mafer’s 
rod. It may be dangerous to, fpeak of it fo publicly. Departed 
kings are, among {fulij-cts, the beit of kings. Departed matters are, 
among {cholars, the belt of mafters. In the eyes of fcholars, to teil 
tales out of {choolis a high crime and mifdemeanor: and, ever and 
anon, fcholars, taking upon them to punih fuch crimes and mifde~- 
meanours, have ufed the birch as fevereiy as mafters, Caveat !’ 

_ § = Do read a fpeech is not to speak,’ 
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ftrength, by, the incorporation of Scotland; how much more 
would her energy increafe, were Ireland and the colonies adopted 
into one equal fyftem of laws and commerce. For as England 
is the undonbted, though the reluctantly allowed, head, fo 
would fhe reap the greateit profit, from this extenfion of freedom 
and commercial advantages. And as the tide of commerce flows 
naturally towards the capital, that city would moft fenfibly feel 
the benefit of the regulation. 

‘ This igcorporation, or communication of privileges and 
rights, is that plan of equal liberty and equal law, which ge- 
nerous freedom would extend to all her children, and which, 
for the improvement and ftability of the Britifhh empire, it were 
to be wifhed the manners of the prefent age were prepared to 
receive. And which, could example perfuade us, we fhould 
embrace. It was the abfurd reluctance, which the Athenians 
had, even to communicate to individuals the rights of citizens, 
which made their once fplendid meritime empire of fo fhort a 
duration. It was the readinefs, with which the Romans incor- 
porated their conquefts, that gave ftability, extenfion, and 
itrength to their fovereignty. 

‘ In this general plan, we have not repeated what we have al- 
ready propoted, concerning the admiffion of American repre- 
fentatives into parliament ; becaufe, though fuch a meafure 
would no doubt fall in with the common prejudices, re{pecting 
reprefentation, and might, in itfelf, be a proper and juit mea- 
fure, though we think the meafure highly practicable, and the 
prefent the feafon for enatting it, yet, in the plan, which we 
have propofed for the government of the colonies, by the im- 
partial extenfions of privileges and burdens, it is in no refpect 
neceflary for the purpofes of freedom or fecurity, while our le- 
giflature already contains an effential branch taken, for a period 
from, and returning after a period, again into the mafs of the 
people. It is remarkable that the Greeks, whofe love of freee 
dom cannot be difputed, had fo. little notion of the neceflity of 
reprefentation, in that very extenfive light for which our Ame- 
rican patriots contend, that, though they thought themfelves 
capable of managing in their own perfons, in their aflemblies, 
the ordinary affairs of the community ; yet when any violent dif- 
order or confufion had crept in among them, they were ac- 
cuftomed to refign their legiflative powers into the hands of fome 
fingle citizen, whofe fkill ‘and candour they held in eftimation, 
reckoning themfelves fecure in the reflection, that when he 
made laws for them, he bound himfelf, his family, and friends. 
With all due deferencc to the fages of antiquity, the Britith par- 
liament, to the great emolument of the colonies, has been ac- 
cuftomed to exercife a power of like kind with the Grecian le- 
giflators, over them; and fuch are the prejudices, intrigues, and 
litle, narrow, exclufive {chemes, prevailing among the co- 
lonies, that parliament will continue under the neceffity of daily 
exercifing this authority. Why may it not then, under proper 
F 3 regu- 
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regulations, at once affume the power of ordinary Jegiflation for 
them? Did they not grafp at the fhadow, while, in fetting up 
for themfelves, they {fpurn at the fubftance of freedom, they 
would folicit parliament to take upon it this tafk. 

‘ In truth, the prefent tyes between Great Britain, its le- 
giflature, and America, properly drawn out into aétion, are fuf- 
. ficient, in our fyftem, to fecure every valuable purpofe of {o- 
ciety, which the laft can claim or deiire. In faying this, I for- 
bid all reference to the gloomy inexperienced fears of fufpicion, 
and the dread of what parliament, poflibly, may do, deftructive 
of the rightsof America; becaufe there is nothing more vague, 
more filly, more uncertain, yet more unanfwerable than fuch 
fuggeitions. The friends of America place the height of po- 
litical fecurity in every man’s being his own legiflator ; that 1s, 
in the diffolution of al] the claims of fociety. But fuppofe every 
fingle perfon ereéted into fo many individual ftates, without 
even the mutual -attraction of Epicurus’s atoms, for attraction 
would produce mutual dependence ; what, in a melancholic dif- 
gufted mind, fhall preferve this kingdom of J from fuicide or felf- 
deftruétion :-or, is this a government for which Englifhmen are 
particularly adapted ? We know this cafe happens every day ; 
the other, parliamentary oppreffion, remains yet a non-entity-in 
the regions of difcontenr. 

‘ To conclude, if our plan of incorporation, and equal tax- 
ation, fhould take place, the union between Britain and her co- 
lonies would be flrengthened, the energy of government would 
be felt in the moft diftant provinces ; and the whole co-operating 
to one point of equal liberty and equal law, would flourifh, in- 
vincible by any force. Thus would Britain, enriched by, and 
protecting her colonies, fit as the revered, watchful, invigorating 
head of the empire, the center of commerce, and Queen of the 
nations,’ 

This publication contains much information judicioufly put 
fogether, and fairly applied in argument. The language is fpi- 
sited and manly, and much fuperior to the ufual fiyle of tem- 
porary political effays. A warmth, perhaps a virulence, breaks 
out here and there, which we might poffibly blame if it did 
not ferve to convince us how much the writer is in earneft. 
‘This warmth is particularly confpicuous in the notes. 

They whoare not tired of the American queftion, will find fa- 
tisfaction from turning to this book. 


Thoughts on the prefent Siate of Affairs with America, and the 
Means of Conciliation, ®ve. 25, Cadell. 

_ This pamphlet is written with tolerable ability and informa- 
tion, It begins alfo with fome degree of impartiality ; but the 
American {cale, gradually finking, at laft fettics, and difcovers 
the true weight of our conciliator’s arguments. 

._ © £ apprehend it would prove mof effe€tual, for difap~ 
pointing the arts of untractable fpirits, im both -countries, if, 
without minutely entemng into a detail of conditions, thg moft 
€x- 
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extenfive general powers were immediately granted, by act of 


parliament, to proper commiffioners, named in the act, to con- 
clude an agreement with America, upon fuch terms as fhall be 
found moft effe€tual, for eftablifhing a mutual and lafting confi- 
dence between the two countries.’ : 

We difcover rather too much of the dictatorial fpirit in thi 
performance, 

The idea of proportionate taxation is a good one; but it was 
Originally ftarted in the plan of reconciliation {ubjoined to the 
well known ‘ Remarks on the Aéts which have paft relative to 
America.’ If our author knew this, he fhould have acknow- 
ledged it. : : 
A Bill upon the Principles of Lieut. Tomlinfon’s Plan, for the more 

eafy and effefual manning of the Royal Navy, &c. By the bo- 

nourable Temple Luttrell. Sao. 1s. Matthews. 

For our own parts, we are fuch fmple politicians as to difco- 
ver no great ufe in putting any queftion in any afiembly upon 
any fubjec&t, if the minority be not to abide by the fate of it. 
Why are we to believe oppofition, when they tell us of the vil-— 
lany of adminiftration ? When they get where they want to be, 
they alfo will be oppofed.—The prefent bill was rejected bya 
moderate majority of 2 to 1—odds, we fhould conceive, in pa- 
litics—108 to 54. This modeft publication of it, is like a 
{chool-boy’s printing a poem deemed unworthy the prize, which, 


Nine times out of ten, only proves him to have more vanity than 


abihty. ) 

Lhe Political and Religious Condu& cf the Diffeuters Vindicated ; in 
Anfwer to a Letter addreffed to the whole Body of Protefant Dif- 
Jenters. By the Author of a Letter to the Bifbop of Landaff. 
Sve. 15.6d. Dilly. . 
The author of the Letter, to which this is an anfwer, had af. 

ferted, that the public conduct of the Diffenters has hardly in 

any fingle inftance been actuated by truly patriotic principles ; 
that their oppofition to arbitrary power has fcarcely ever been 
fupported by a fingle motive, which extended beyond the enclo- 
fures of their own conventicles ; that they have been left to the 


ridicule, reproach, and reftraint, which their real views pro- 


bably deferved ; that even the hiftorians of our own country 
feem defirous to confign them to oblivion ; that they have op- 


‘pofed arbitrary princes, to introduce a worfe kind of tyranny 


‘under the name of a republic; that government has. generally 
found it neceflary, under religious pretences, to reftrain their 


‘ambition; that the Diffenters never meant by liberty any thing 


more, than the liberty of deftroying the church of England, 
and fetting up Prefbyterianifm in its ftead; that they have been 
worrying one another, and have reduced their numbers, their 
credit, and their influence almof to nothing; and that, when 
they applied for the repeal of the teft laws, tir Robert Walpole 
infulted them with a bribe; nay, bought their filence and fu- 
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Thefe are difhonourable infinuations, which the author of 
this pamphlet, Mr. Benj. Thomas, endeavours to refute. He 
does not attack his antagonift in a grave argumentative ftyle, 
but lafhes him, as a boy fcourges his top, in fport and good 


humour. 

BLY: bt RAD --2, 

Candid RefleGions on the different Manner in which many of the 
learned and pious have expreffed their Conceptions concerning the 
Do&rine of the Trinity. By Benjamin Fawcet, M. 4. 8a. 
1s.6¢. Buckland. 

The firft part of this traét contains a fhort hiftory of the Tri- 
nitarian controverfy, from the time of the Nicene Council in 
the year 325, to the prefent time. The latter part confiits of 
general obfervations on the. preceding hiftory. 

The author’s principal inference is to this effect: that every 
ferious perfon, who attentively examines the fentiments and ex- 
preflions of the moft eminent writers in this controverfy, muft 
acknowledge, that thefe are difficulties attending every fcheme, 
which has been propofed for the explanation of this doctrine ; 
and that there difficulties ought to teach them moderation 
and candor, and infpire them with brotherly love towards each 
other, inftead of mutual animofity and contention, cenfure and 
reproach, 

This.:pamphlet is written with a ufeful defign, and may be 
read with advantage by thofe, who wifh to have a general view 
of the Trinitarian controverfy. 


An Apology for the Clergy, and particularly for Proteftant diffenting 
Minifters: A Sermon preached at the Ordination of the reverend 
John Yates, and the rev. Hugh Anderfon, sv Liverpoole, O&. 
1, 17773 4y the rev. William Enfield, LL.D. with a View 
of the Cogra&er of the Chrifian Minifter, in a Charge deli- 
wered on the fame Occafion, by the rev. Richard Godwin, 4ze, 
1s. 6d. Johnfon, 

A vindication of the clerical charaéter, and an apology for 
thofe diffenting minifters, who are ambitious to be confidered 
as. fteady friends to free enquiry, and rational religion. The 
Charge annexed contains fome excellent advice to young di- 
vines, ‘deduced from thefe words of St. Paul to ‘Fimothy ; 
¢ Take heed unto thy felf, and unto thy doétrine.’—Both thefe 
pieces gre well written. | 


J Sermon preached in the Cathedral Church of Lincolo, ow opening 
the New Gouniy Infirmary, before the Governors. And publifbed 
at their Requeft. By James, Lord Bijbop of St, David’s. 420. 
1s. Crowder. 

From this text, ‘ Ye have the poor always with you,’ Mar. 
xiv. 7. his lordthip takes occafion to confider the wifdom of 
Providence in the appointment of different orders of men in fo- 
ciety ; the refpetive duties of the poor and the rich, and the 
peculiar circumftances of the infirmary, 
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A Sermon. Inoculation for having the Small Pox, a Pra&ice. pre- 
fumptuous and finful. By Jofeph Greenhill, 4.M. Smaill8wo. 
6d, E. Johnfon. 

By this performance the author appears to be a pious confci- 
entious divine ; but a very indifferent writer, and a worfe rea- 
foner. 


A Philofopbical and Religious Dialogue in the Shades, betaveen Mr. 
Hume and Dr. Dodd, with Notes by the Editor. 410. 25. 
Hooper and Davis. 


The chief fubje&t of this conference is a queftion ftarted 
by Mr. Hume, viz. Whether there is any neceflary oppofition 
between faith and reafon, religion and philofophy ; or whether 
the character of a Chriftian and Philofopher may not be happily 
united. It is fuggefted by Mr. Hume, that the moral condué 
of a philofopher is actuated and governed by fentiments and 
ideas very different from thofe of Chriftianity, and that his 
principles are of a more fublime caft; that the idea of forgive- 


, nefs through repentance and the interceffion of another bein 


muft, by conftantly operating on the mind, render it lefs cau- 
tious in tranfgefling the boundaries of morality ; and that the 
notion of future rewards and punifhments is mercenary, and de- 
tracts from the generous nature of true virtae. Thefe objece 
tions are anfwered by Dr. Dodd. Mr. Hume then replies, that 
if the practical principles of Chriftianity have neceffarily fo 
owerful and fo falutary an influence on the heart, as the doétor 
and others maintain, it is furprifing, that he, who was daily 
converfant with them, fhould have egregioufly deviated from 
the line of moral re@titude. Dr. Dodd accounts for his eccen- 
tricities ; and, in his turn, expreffes his furprize, that a man of 
Mr. Hume’s judgement, in other matters, fhould adopt fuch 
abfurd opinions on the fubject of religion; and that one of bis 
principles fhould retain fo fair a moral charaéter through life, 
In anfwer to this enquiry, Mr. Hume ingenuoufly acknowledges 
the prejudices which biaffed his mind on the fubjeét of religion, 
‘ In the firft place, he fays, the example of the venerable 
philofophers of antiquity was all before my eyes. I could not help 
entertaining the higheft admiration for thofe enlarged minds, 
who foared above their contemporaries, broke the fetters of fu- 
peritition, and afferced the rights of reafon, To imitate thefe 
great men, it muft be allowed, was no vulgar ambition. 2, 
The various and fantaftic appearances of religion in different 
ages and countries filled my mind with difguft and perplexity. 
. The feeming contradiction between prophecies and miracles, 
and the ordinary apparent courfe of nature, in a great meafure 
determined me againft the belief of Divine Revelation, 4. I 
could not review the réligious wars and animofities of Europe, 
but with a mixture of horror and pity. 5. My unfavourable 
impreffions of religion were not a little ftrengthened by the aver- 
fion which I had conceived againit the ecclefiaftic order in ge- 
neral, 
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neral. It is wonderful what effect all thefe combined prejudices 
kad upon my mind, and how they engaged my reafon on their 
fide, Such was the progrefs of my fentiments, that at length it 

ed to me no inglorious enterprize to overturn the motley 
fyftems of fuperftition, as | deemed them, which prevailed over 
Europe, and to eftablifh upon their ruins the rational principles 
of pure theifm.’ 

Here the author very properly fabjoins the following note : 
¢ If there be any probability in this theory of the origin and 
progrefs of Mr. Hume’s opinions, it ought to teach the young 
and the ingenious how infenfibly the mind may congract a.dark 
and {ceptical colouring.’ 

After fome farther debate, the .converfation .ends with this 
declaration by Mr. Hume: ‘-Poiterity, Dr. Dodd, will review 
your character with a high degree of abhorrence, on account of 
their vices; and the pernicious tendency of my metaphyfical 
fyfkem will confiderably leffen their admiration of my virtues and 

enius. 

This ingenious performance is intended to furnifh an antidote 

inft the pernicious influence of the opinions of the one, and 
she morals of the other. 


i eo ae ie oe Ge, 
A Treatife on byfterical and nervous Diforders. By Daniel Smith, 
M. D. Svo. 15,6¢. Carnan azd Newbery. 

A pamphlet.containing jeventy-feven pages, fixty-one of which 
ave filled with quotations from other writers ; vamped up to re« 
eoremend a.nofirum that is offered to the public, upon the au- 
ahority of its.fuccefs in two indiftin& cafes only. 


An Addre/s on the Subjed of reer By R. Bath. Small Sve. 
64. Bew. 

This addrefs relates to a plan of inoculating perfons for the 
‘fmall pox, at’a moderate expence. As the defign may prove of 
advantage to the lower clafs of the people, and it is not impro- 
bable:that Mr. Bath is a better practitioner than he is a writer, 
-we with him fuccefs.in his project. 


POETR Y. 


Prayer; A Poem. By the rev. Samuel Hayes, M. 4. 4'0. 24. 
Dodfley. 

The great point, to which poets fhould attend, is the introduc- 
tion of thofe topics, which furnifh them with magnificent images, 
and romantic defcriptions. Ifthe fubjeét will not admit of thefe 

tical embellifhments, it is injudicioufly, chofen, and will in- 
evitably deprefs the writer’s imagination. Itwas principally on 
this aecount, that Milton was unfuccefsful in his attempt to 
write an-epic poem on Paradife Regained. The fubject was 
~barren, and-did-not fupply the poet with that. grand and beauti- 
ful fcenery, which appears with -diflinguifhed luftre in feveral 

parts of Paradife Loft. 
. There 
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There is, however, ‘hardly any Ho pr on which a real poe* 
may not ftrike out fomething beautiful or fublime, and preferve 
an equal fpirit of enthufiafm, through two or three ‘hundred 
lines. | 

This writer, in treating of prayer, has very properly made 
choice of two or three topics, which admit of poetical ornament, 
the pompous ceremonies of fuperitition, the orifons of the monk, 
the prayer of the hypocrite, &c. His piece may ftand in the 

a firft clafs of thofe, which have entitled their authors to the rents 

’ of the Kiflingbury eftate. 


Wifdom. A Poem. gto 25.64. Bewe 


The production of a young writer, whofe judgment, we fup- 
pofe, is not yet come to maturity. In the following lines he 
expreffes himfelf as if he had an apoftolical commiffion. 


¢ When, lo! more awful {peaks th’ eternal Word— 
Go on, fear-not, I’m with thee, J, the Lord, : 
Obedient now with faith, I take the pen— 

Awake, arife, attend, ye fons of men.’ 


Sometimes he finks into ungrammatical abfurdities < 


mG Claim not the glorious title of my fong, 
| To you, proud nat’ralifts, it don’t belong.” 


Sometimes into vulgarifms: 


‘ Through him alone, who ancient is of days: 

s* From babes and fucklings he ordaineth praife.” 
Doft afe what praife? Ai . 
Then why dof tremble, why heav’n’s aid implore? 


Sometimes into the bathos of nonfenfe : 


¢ Haft thou an arm like God, thou earthly imb? 
And can’it thou thunder witha woice like him ?? 


At other times he writes in a higher ftrain. Wifdom, he fays, 


Attunes the fprings of joy, and charms defpair ; 
Calms to fweet peace, and ope’s the door of pray’r; 
Gives the fick foul with livelier hopes to rife, 
And feek an heritage beyond the fkies, 
Oh, what amazing wonders does fhe here ! 
Makes barren fruitful, makes the rough path clear, 
Makes rofes fpring where thiftles grew before, 
And lambs to bleat where wolves were wont to roar, 
Before her tempefts ceafe, and ftorms fubfide, 
Rocks melt, and mountains fink, and feas divide; 
O’er Death’s dark fhaces fhe pours her living ray, 
And ope’s the gates of everlatting day.’ 
Perfection. A Poetical Epifile. 410. 25. Bew. | 
A fevere, impetuous attack upon Mr. John W y- An- | 
other piece in the fame ftyle and manner by the fame author, ~ 
entitled, The Saints, is mentioned in our laf Number. 
6 Saberna. 
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_, Saberna. 4 Saxon Eclogue. 15. Bew. 
In this poem * Difmay goes forth on the wings of night’— 
¢ Ways are pathed’—Skies are brumal’—<‘ A lady feeks outa 


Jone fequefterment’—A man ‘ feems like Mifery wedded to De- ’ 


fpair’—and * The morn peers.’—Thefe are unpardonable affec- 


tations of thought and expreflion : but the poem altogether is not 
without merit. 


Fabule Seh@a, AuGore Johanne Gay, Latine reddite. 8vo. No 
Bookfeller’s Name. 


An elegant tranflation of eighteen fables. The author has> 


in general, preferved the eafe and delicacy of the Original, and 
every fentiment, as far as the idiom of the Latin language would 
admit. 


Fifth Ode of the K—g of P ’s Works Parapbrafed. On 
the Prejent War. to. gd. Baldwin. 





Bad poetry, worfe grammar, and, in fhort, every thing that 


is defpicable. Jf his majefty of Pruffia had the author in his 
dominions, we fufpect he would prefix his head to his poem. 


The Auficon: a Town Eclogue. 4to. 1s. Bew. 


The preface to this publication has more merit than the poem. 
We have continaal occafion to defire our minor poets would 
shyme more to the ear than to the eye—It would not be amifs if 
they fuppofed that fightlefs Milton were to dear all their compo- 
fitions recited. He would not fuffer * town—own,’ ‘ tone— 
gone,’ * mourn’d—fcorned,’ ¢ fhewn—town,’ ‘ fhewn—gown,’ 
* come—doom,’ ¢ plac’d—feaft,’ * boaft—loft,? It does not al- 
ways happen, that, tecaufe two words have two or three letters 
alike, they muft therefore found alike. 

We have met with nothing in the poem which deferves fo 
well to be tranfcribed as the fubfequent paffage from the Pre- 
face. 7 

‘ No greater proof of modern extravagance need be required, 
than the frequent auctions of the property of /iving perfons. 
Do we not daily fee thofe ancient feats which have been confidered 
as almoft facred by former poffeffors, difmantled by the rude 
hand of their extravagant owners, and every thing that had given 
fplendor to hofpitality, borne away to the audction-room; while 
it as aften happens, that the domeitic apparatus of modern mag- 
nificence is almoit without an interval of repofe between the 
warehoufe of the upholfterer and the repofitory of the auctioneer. 

‘ Perfons of eminence in the latter profeffion poffefs, | am moft 
eredibly informed, fuch a furprifing infight into future events, 
as to have a long previous knowlege of the greater part of thofe 
‘lots which are to receive their future fate from the firoke of their 
hammers. Nay, I have it from undoubted authority, that they 
will, frequently, direét the attention of their particular friends 
to the well-furnifhed houfes of many in the aétual flourifh of high 
life, for a fpeedy decoration of their own. 
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_* fam forry to fay it, but thefe autions are fo many genteel, 
honourable, and right honourable bankruptcies ; though with- 
out the forms, and, too frequently, without the juftice of a legal 
commiflion. I might produce a Jong train of circumftances to 
prove a fimilarity ; but [ will not difgrace, by fuch a comparifon, 
the honeft tradefman,.who may, by various unforefeen acci-’ 
dents, be reduced to this fituation without the leait imputation of 
his diligence, his fkill, or his integrity.’ | 


MISCELULAN E O U‘S, 


Fhe Accidence ; or firft Rudiments of Englith Grammar, defizned 
for the Ufe of Young Ladies. Sy Ellin Devis, The Third 
Edition, 12mo. 13.6d. Beecroft. 


This Accidence is mentioned in the xxxixth volume of our 
Review. At prefent therefore we need only obferve, that it is 
now improved by many confiderable additions. 


Principles of Englith Grammar, by William Scott, Teacher in 
Edinburgh. 120. Richardfon azd Urquhart. 


The merit of this grammar confifts in its being clear and con- 
cife, and confequently eafy to be underftood and remembered. 

As the author intimates, that every friendly hint will be 
thankfully received, it may be worth his while to confider the 
following queries. 

Is not the arrangement of the verbs under fix different tenfes, 
viz. the prefent-imiperfeét, paft-imperfect, future-imperfeat, 
prefent-perfe&t, paft-perfect, future-perfec&, too prolix and fcho- 
laftic, in a grammar intended for children? 

Is not the following mode of comparing monfyllables abfurd 2 
‘ Great, greater or more great, greateft or mof great; long,” 
longer or more long, longett or mof long; young, younger or 
more young, youngelt or mof? young,’ No polite writer can even be 
fuppofed to fay, a thing is mof great, moft long, or moff young. 
All monofyllables, except a very fmall number, are compared’ 
by er and ef. 

Is not the word frf/y a vulgarifm? Is it not a manifeft im- 
propriety to call you, as well as thou, the fecond perfon fngular, 
as it can never admit of a verb in the fingular number? We 
conftantly and invariably fay, you are, you save, you fall, and 
not you art, you haft, you fhalt. , 

1s not writ improperly ufed as the paft time of the verb write ? 
The true infleGtion is write, wrote, written, and in the partici- 
ple writ by contraction : as /mite, /mote, /mitten. 

Js not this formation of the verb /ay equally exceptionable, 
lay, laid, laid or lain? Lain is the participle of Ue, and fhould 
never be ufed as the participle of the verb /ay. 

The author informs us, * that what feems farther neceflary 
to render this work complete will be publifhed hereafter, as an 
additional part or appendix. 


ATra&a 
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ATra& on the Law of Nature, and Principles of Aion in Man 
By Granville Sharp. 8wvo. 45. Boards. White. 


‘Fhe point, which this author endeavours to eftablifh, is, the’ 
unlawfulnefs of fubjecting mankind to involuntary fervitude, 
either under political, or private dominion. 

With this view he endeavours to afcertain the true idea of the 
law of nature, and the principles of action in man; for which 

urpofe he has recourfe to the Mofaic hiftory of the Fall ; and 

e there finds, * that man was not enlightened by the divine 
law of reafon within himfelf when he was firft created; or at 
- Jeaft not with fo great a fhare of it, as has fince been juftly at- 
tributed to- him ;—that the knowledge of good and evil was an 
additional faculty acquired by human nature, through the tranf- 
greflion of our firft parents;—that by their criminal ufurpation 
of: forbidden knowledge, mankind are rendered accountable to 
the eternal judge, and through knowledge become guilty before 
God, and continually fubjeé to fin and death ;—that confcience, 
reafon, and finderefis, though fometimes treated as diftinét, are 
neverthelefs effentially founded on one great principle, the 
knowledge of good and evil ;—and that this divine faculty is 
the grand principle, whereby men, who have not the law, area 
law to themfelves.” 

Having thus inveftigated the law of nature, he obferves, ¢ that 
doing as we would be done by,’ is a fundamental axiom of this 
law, and ought to be the univerfal principle of aétion. 

Neverthelefs, he fays, finifler motives frequently prevail, and 
engage the greater part of mankind in the purfuit of temporal 
intereft, or partial and fenfnal happinefs. ‘This brings him to 
confider the corrupt affections, lutt, avarice, pride, revenge, 
love of power, &c. together with the influence of the fpiritual 
enemies, as motives to action, which produce injuftice and op- 
preffion, and lead men to defirution. 

On the contrary, he obferves, that by a right ufe of our know- 
ledge, in choofing and preferring the good, and in refifting and 
rejecting the evil, we are capable, through Chrift, of partaking 
even of the divine nature ;—but that men can have no preten- 
fions:to this ineftimable privilege, or the glorious promife of 
divine infpiration, as’ a principle of aétion, if they form to 
themfelves‘a mode of believing, which is totally different from 
the faith once delivered to the faints.’ 

‘Phe idea-of this neceffary faith leads the author into a long 
aud taborious defence of the doctrine of the Trinity, which, 
he thinks, is by no means foreign to the fubje& and intention 
of this traét.. 

Wedo not, however, fee the propriety of launching into this 
profound controverfy, or into a long differtation concerning the 
influence of evil fpirits, in a treatife on the Law of Nature. 
Such digreflions embarrafs the argument, and deftroy that per- 
{picuity, order, and concifenefs, which ought to be inviolably 
ebferved by every writer. 

Md Letier 
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A Letter to Benjamin Franklins ZL.D. F.R.S. im which bis 
Pretenfions to the Title of Natural Pbilofopher are confidered. Sut5 
1s» Bew. 

This letter might, at-this time, have been. fpared. If Dre 
Franklin, in the eftimation of the majority of this country, be 
a rebel, it follows not, as of confequence, that he cannot be # 
natural philofopher. The anecdote which is circulated of take 
ing down the doétor’s conductors from a certain great houfe, 
cannot be true, as it favours more of the petulance of. a fcheole 
boy, than of the pride of injured majeity. We fhall criticife 
this writer with more fairnefs than he criticizes’ the dogtor, and 
at leaft let him {peak for himfelf. 

¢ When the public have once conceived a great opinion of 
any man’s abilities, they give him credit for whatever he chufes 
to advance ; and whoever fhould endeavour to perfuade them 
that they have been miftaken, wi!l meet with an indifferent ree 
ception, and may probably be confidered as offering them ‘an 
infult. : 

« This makes it neceffary that the republic of letters fhould 
never be without fome bold critic, in every branch of learning, 
to bring a man’s pretenfions to a ftrift examination, before his 
reputation get to fuch an height as to be of pernicious example. 

‘ But an author, whofe reputation has been acquired by fome 
difcovery in {cience, and who has betides the merit of being il. 
literate, is in fome refpeéts out of the reach of cricicifims be 
caufe, in this cafe, things not very corfiftent with each other 
are fure to be advanced and defended. For, if he be conviited 
of blundering in points of learning, or fhould te proved igne- 
rant of every thing done by others, in the very fcience to which 
he choofes to refer his own difcoveries, his deficiencies, inftead 
of turning to his difcredit, will be confidered as fo many vouch 
ers for his great abilities. Nor will his admirers reft fatishied 
with this, but the man himfelf muft be reputed a prodigy, and 
all ufeful knowledge limited to his acquirements: and, in order 
to favour this opinion, the philofopher himfelf (for he can be 
no lefs) never fails to inform us, if not in direét terms, at leat 

by broad hints, that he arrived at his prefent eminence, though 
ignorant of many branches of learning which have been gene~ 
rally reputed ufeful. 

« Such prodigies have never been favourites of mine; nor 
can I recolleé& any inflance, where their writings. have net con- 
vinced me, in the ftrongeft manner, of the neceflity of a regu- 
lar education, for every one from whom any ufeful improve~ 
ment in fcience is to be expected. : 

* As you are one of thofe felf-taught philofophers, Iam fuffi- 
ciently fenfible of the difadvantages which I labour under, in 
attempting to call in queftion your pretenfions to the title of 
Natural Philofopher : though I might take fome boldnefs from 
this confideration, that the gaiter in debate may be confidered 
as capable of demonitration ; and yet I fhall be very much dif- 
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appointed if this endeavour to fet them right weet with a tolers 
able reception from the public.’ 

Our letter-writer here feems angry that the doétor never 

took his degrees at his own univerfity of Oxford—we are forry 
to find no more liberality of fentiment in a gentleman who feems 
to have experienced that good fortune. Another paflage con- 
tains {till lefs. 
. © The modern method of bandling Natural Philofophy, is apt 
to put one in mind of the virtuofos in Gulliver’s Travels, who, 
neglecting the ufe of language, were to converfe together by 
producing the things themfelves which were the fubject of their 
difcourfe ; only with this difference, that if a dares philopher 
were to explain, in his way, what Newton has univerfally and 
fully demonftrated in a fingle corollary, concerning the Mecha- 
nical Powers, (whether oblique or dire&) inftead of a pedlar’s 
pack, he muft be attended by a waggon loaded with things. 

‘ Nor is this the worft confequence of fuch a method ; for 
men wholly illiterate are, by the affiftance of thefe inftraments, 
qualified for commencing philofophers ; feeing one who can nei- 
ther underftand a demonitration or computation, may neverthe- 
lefs be qualified for blowing up bladders in an air-pump, or 
for drawing {parks from an eleérical machine. Thus the {ci- 
ence has been filled with mechanical and vulgar expreflions, 
even to fuch a degree, as to difcover the company it has kept, 
by the language it fpeaks. You yourfelf furnifh us with many 
inftances of your low-breeding in this refpe&t ; and, amidft all 
your philofophical parade, it is eafy to difcover the Worker at 
the Pre/s: for inftance, what do you mean by a /foar-/quare 
hole ?? 

_ That the dqctor has been a worker at the prefs does him much 
more credit than his adverfary acquires by the obfervation. 


4 New and Complete Hiffory of Effex. 6 vels. 8 vo. 1/. 165. boards. 
Newbery. 


The firft volume of this work made its appearance in 1769, 
and contained very little of an interefting nature * ; nor have we 
reaped greater fatisfaction from the additional volumes now be- 
fore us. Wewould not, however, impute this defect to the au- 
thor, who difcovers much induftry, but to the fituation of the 
county of Effex, which affords but few materials for the porpofe 
either of the antiquary or natural hiftorian.- 

The work contains a minute detail of the feveral parifhes in 
the county, and is ornamented with a number of plates. 





ad 


. * Crit. Rev. vol. xxviii. p. 333. 












